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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

The new Eleclion Bill bas besn discuss-
<d in tho Houso at Ottawn with a good deal
of spirit. Genorally its provisions have
been very much approved of, and thero
feems overy likelihood of its passing iuto
law very much as it stands.

The voto by the President of what is call.
&d tho Inflation Bill, or that which author-
izes theissue of a farge additional smount of
legal tondor no:es, is generally approved of
by oWl really sobor-minded people in the
United States. It is not generally thought
that the Senato will sock to sot aside tho
voto by a two-thirds vote, or that if the
attempt wero made, the requisite majority
could be secured.

The Riel exciternont Las greatly subsided
It is said that Avchbishup Taocke pr.duced
beforo the Committes appointed to investi-
gato the North-West matier, a lettor from
Sir Jobn Macdonald, distinetly stating that
e could not ask for an amnesty, but en-
closing $1,000 for Riel, and recommonding
thal porson to take himself off to the States.
If this bas actudlly boon the case, and if,
aftor acting upon the suggestion, nnd so far
influencing Riel as to induee him to loave
tho couutry, the Archbishop produces Sir
John's private lotter, then, certainly, the
ecclesiastic beats the civilian out of sight in
infamy.

The lock-out of large numbers of agrienl.
turallabourersm the English Eastern Coun-
ties will likoly bo attonded by important
results. Tho wages in thoso dwstricts are
vory low, and tho demands of the Inbourers
are oxceedingly moderate, The average
pay, it seems, 13 $3.25 per weak, and all
that waa asked was an additional quartor.
Kot only was this refused, but tho farmers
ovor & wide distriet combined and turncd
off all their labourcrs, whother asking for
increased labour or not, while they have
farther declared that they will never -
ploy any labourer who belengs to any society
for mutual help or protecticu.  Tlus sort of
work will never succesd. Well may the
DBishep of Manchester ask if thio farmurs aro
xnd.  Let the Jabourers emugrate 1n thou-
sands, and the wages question wiil soon bo
settled,

SYNOD OF EAMILTON.

Members attending the meoting of this
Syned, in Guelph, will find & Commttoo of
Reception awaiting them in My. Torrauce’s
-Churcel, to direct them to their tomporary
hiomes.

An »Jjourned meoting ol the Presbytery
of Guelph will be held {D.V.; m Chalmcrs’
Churel, Guelph, on Tuceday, 5 May, at
9o'clock am. Noxt ordinary meoting is
appointed to be held jo Clinlmexs’ Ciurehy,
. Guelpk, on the second Lucsday of July, at

3 o'clock am,

OR(ISSION.

In the liat of scholarships of tha third
woby swarded at the closiny of Kuox Cnl-
lege, wo omitted the Findsay Sohiolarship
tor aJonulotios, Pastorat Thewlogy anud
chare » overnment, which was avvinded to
Mr. 8. V. Fuwher,

SYNOL OF LONDON.

certiticates entithog the lLuldess theseof
to a tick« t irom their respeotise stativns (o
London 7 1d roturn, at one and a thiyd fare
for the dvublo guacney, por the Great West-
ern and Grond Trunk Ralways, have been
forwarded to mombers of the loundun
Synod.

Elders Cortifieates have beon sent to thew
respeetive misters. SRouid any weber
of the Synvd not have received a Certificate,
he may obtain ona by ronding lus nddress
to the Rev. R. H. Warden, Bothwell,

SOCIAL INTERCOURSE.

A good many in Ontario would be all the
becter for readimg nttoutively, and mward.
1y digesting tho followisg remarks by
Dr. Robert Chambers on **Social! Inter.
course.” The cvil may be worso in the
old country, but inftlus noew land we are
hurrying op very fast an the same direction,
There 1s amoug us the samo spasmodic
aiming at whatis fashionablo, and thore.
fore what is oold, formal, st and stupid.
Lot us hear what the Dr. says:—*In this
matter there is apparently sometlung
wrong, perhiaps too much exponse, too
much finery, too mueh eating ar 1drinking,
tue much duvang,or tuv lato hours —all fur
tho sake of being faslivnable. Tho fol
Jowing has come within my own knowledge.
Mr. Martin, the emioent pawter, was ac
custorned at ono time to have conversaz
iones at his liouso, at waich there never
was any person who was not eminoent in
somo departmont of literatnre or art. They
genorally consisted of about seveuty per-
sons and thoy wore romsarkablo for thoir
pleasaut character. On thing also remark-
ablo was that thore was extremely littlo
cating and drinking at thom. At longthat
began to be thought that men should be
allowed to bring their wives, and that, in
the fow instauces where married womou of
emincnce had beon admitted, they should
bo at liberty to bring their husbands. Ina
hittlo while aftor the wives of the hterat
and artists ploaded for pormission to bring
with them thew female friends who hap-
poned to be staymmg with them. Thus a
largo 1ufusion of commouplaco mortals
took place. The consequence was that the
meotings foll off very much in attractive-
neeg, and that a great deal of moro eating
and drinking was observed. So much was
the latter circamstancoe remarked that tho
lost found 1t necossary to give up the use
of wino; then he gave np everything liko
supper. Tho cowmonplice pecple boing
thus disgusted, and the clite having mean-
wlunle censed to feel any pleasure in atten-
ding, theso conversaziones wero at last en-
tirely given up alter thoy had run with
raore or less success for aboat s1x yoars.'
“OUn the same subjecs,” ndds the Dr. L am
tempted to make tho following quotativn
from Bently's Miscellany :—*Why Londoun
18 unsocial 1t 13 difficuls tv say,tuough every
body sayst. Every one pines for visiting
on easy terms, but no ono makes sny at-
tempt to facihato the mattor.  Invitations
at a month s end, seem like 1nsults upon
our sublunary state, ou. uncertam nesftia
&e.; but nevortheless who hikes unexpected
wisits 2 Extempore tea drinking 1s esteown-
od a Itberty ; and 1 you venturo upon 1t
tho wh'a of the visits 13 apt to Lo occu-
piod 1 rofiections whether or ot 1t really
13 accoptable. A vain, though well meant
attempt was made last soasun * xovive the
sunple cnjoyable supper at nmine o'clock,
but the Lundoners would not understandit.
They havo no notivu of anything that is
not in every wey full dressed.  Wath all
our luxurics, the lusury of easy visiing is
not 1o be ours, Wo must be half rumed to
be in soc.ety ot all; and wo are growing
obtuse to the veal valgarity of all the dis
play and oxpense which we thrust ugion ouc
tabues and minglo,with our noctucnal groot
ings.’

To a great extent tho samo may be snil

of Toron to and every other Canadian piaco
of any mzo, Extravagence in entortam-
raents is the ovder of the day, and honce a
continued cffort to excel or cqual « io%s
neignbor though that neighbor may be
threo or four tizmces as wenlthy. The great
party must be o.de up to its full comph-
wient, atd then by and bye comnes the ine.
vitabio;confusion and bavkruptoy.  What
18 thoresult?  Cowmpnnses that are dull as
thoy are grand, with anything like friandly
interoourse an utter impossitility. Oue ex-
travagenco loads on to anothor and the

i vulgar
-refinomont, und alost no affection. Who

result 18 worry, a sense of poor, disho-ored
sgaficenco, but httlo heart, less

will introduce tho wholesome custom of
partios breaking up at eleven at the vory
facthost? Is it neoersury in ovdor to higve
social interconrse with our friends to half
ruint our-e vos in valgar finery and any-

thing tue cdifying digplay ?
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BIISSTONARIES YOR LAKE AUPE-
RIOR ‘

g

As already gunouaced in owr eolumns
the Xomw Mirsion Comiaittoe st its last
merting, uppointed throe of our Probation

erg in the Lake eaperior distrlot My
Mooy gues to Saalt Ste Mario. Mr D

J. Cuswell to Sulver Jelot, and My, Do Me
Kervachor to Prince Atrthur's Landing.
Mr. Kay i1 to bo oxdainod and desfgonted
to lus nald ou the yreuing of the first Wed

| ncsduy of Moy, in Guelph, during the Ses

ron of the Hawulton Synod. At the rcquest
of the Preshytery of Gnelph the Rev, My
Cocluane, as Convener of the Homo Mis-
sion Comumittee,will give the address to the
Missionary,  Wo liope that the Dreshyte-
vinns in and avound Guelph will turn out
in large nambere on the ocoasion, and at
the samo time give a liberal collection to
vur Home Mission funds.  All intorested in
the epread of onr cummon Presbyterianicm
must rejoice at the prospect of having these
localities permanintly supplied with Pies-
bytenan ministera.

The Presbytery of Hamilton had chargo
of the arrangements for the ordmai‘on of
Mz, Caswell, and th ot of Turonia for My,
McKerrachor,  We shall in due couise
notify our readers of {he days appointed.

FUNDAMENTAL VIEWS OF THE
NATURE OF THE CHURCH.

The difference of opraion wlich exists as
to tho proper functions and relations of the
Church, and regarding many practical
questions of a social and political as well as
ecclesiast.cal characler, 15 owing to a large
extont to the fundamental views that ave
entortamed as to the nature of tho Church.
When that 18 ntelhgently sottled other
questions are at once decided as & matter of
course, Winthout meanwhuo pointing out
the bearing in practice of the several theories
wo shall enumerate and stato those
theories.

1. Thore 13 tho Erastian view twhich
holds that tho Church is dopendont and
subordinate. "This assumes the supremacy
of the Civil Itulor, the oxistenco of the
Chureh by lus good pleasure, 1ts subjection
to him and regulation by hun. Accord-
1ng to thus view tho Chureli1s tho creatuio
of the State; has no powers beyond what
has heen secured to her by Statute, and ‘s
in duty bound ¢ be and do neither wmore
nor less than tho State decrees she i3 and
maust do. This is the simplest view and
always commends itsclf to legal miuds
which aro not glive to spiritual consider-

tions, No imperium in imperio, i ad-
X)issiblo, and the Church is regarded asa
State Institution for the teaching of
morality, with certain other fuunctions of a
social character, which make her very uso-
ful as & kind of moral police.

2. Taore is the Ultra-montane view, ac-
cording to which the Church is independ-
cut aud supreme. The Church is rogarded
rs the repusitory of divina authority, and
its Licad ns tho viear of Crod. Established
by Gud fur the very pirposo of holding
aataral principles in chic 'k, and controlling
the action aud destiny of wman, the Church
claams Suvoreign superliuman authorlty.
By her King's rulo, and at Lor will they
aru set up or dishonored.  The laws passed
by a Legaslatare have no validity, if con
demued ULy tho Church; sho can put rulers
undcr interdict, mako a rebellion a duty,
cuforcs the vbedienco of subjects in defi
auce of tho powers that bo. The Chureh as
the vice-gerent of Heaven js supreme, in-
fallible and omnipotent, and to gainsay or
oppuso her dicta is to bo guilty of sin as
well as to incur danger.

8. Thevo 13 tho intormediato and consti-
tutional view of the Church. According to
thus Buo s an institution establishied by
God, not the creature of the State, endowed
with certaip powers aud functions by God,
for tho exercise of which ghe las no need
of cuivil aull orization, Lut lLer sphere is
Lumned to the spinitaal and ecclesiastienl,
aud sho hag no call to interfore with the
cavil admumistration of & country, and is
sugyoct tu the el ruler in all temporal
cuncerns. A co-ordinate jurisdiction s
clauned for the Charchi, not a subordinate,
vo that whilo ns citizens every momber of
the Chureh in particular and in civil
manilews the Church as a whole, are subject
tu the powers that bo, on tho othor Land
every magpstrato, ruler, and King in par-
ticular is subject to the Government, and
disc.plino of the Chureh as Christiane, in all
tmatters purely spiritual a: d < cclesiastical.
The aivil and Church spheres are distinet,
limsted by their respective objeots, viz., the
tomporal and spiritual well being of mon ;
sod tho jurisdiction is separate and co
ordinate.

Tho Church is iu hor own aphero a
monurchy, indopendent and supreme.

Canist 18 her Head avd Joog,; His law 1s
hor only atatute book; and Lor funotion to
doXis will as rovenled, uot in ncts of Parhia-
ment, butin His word and by His Spint,
Frithfulnoss to hor King requives that siio
add nothing to.thoss Inwaand {ake nothing
from thom, either at the bidding of other
powors without hor, or at the solicilation

of thoso who as members profess subjec.

i Woought 1o have acid the churches, for

tien lo the Gecat Xing,

4. 'Thoro in the Dostooratio view, secord-
ing to whicls the Church is a volunfary
rssocindion of individnale, having power (o
onnet their own teyms of merabership and
lawa for their puidunco, a woli-goverming
cu remanity rosponsible to no Ligher power

vvery Soctoty 1 quito mdependent and has
a myht togay whether dt will followship
with eny othor Society and ifso o what
terms, A Chisreh of Uus hiad can bo dis
rolved and ceare to eatst by a suto of its
membors § uud wnothes can as caeily como
wnte exstence by the vrgei-ation of a re
Izious £octety with constitutivns and bye
taws,  Tlug view g3 oppesed to tho ravn-
archical which elnitas for the Church o
diviee onigin and divine vulo for the King
dom of Gud, and asserts 6 eontinued enig
tence and evgamce uwty from age to age
and m dificient locaities. It alav logieally
dewwes any junsdiction propeily so-called,
or rights as an institution co-ordinate with
tho vl Guvernment—nothing is binding
savo what has boen agreed to; withdiawal
or expulsion from tho Society, as the caso
1nay be, is tho wnly questivn that can be
rassed 12 connection vath tho Church, as a
majorisy may chango the constiiution and
laws as they seo il ; or digsolve tho Society
Ly a vote. No higher law ean be invoked ;
tho vuize of the membo~s, expressed in
mooting, i3 Suversign and binding ou every
momber, no matter whot her their decissions
econflict with the Statute law of tho countiry
or the law of God as laid down in His
word.

It is easy to seo how theso soveral views
will sway tho judgmoent of thoso who holl
them, leading either to Erastian subimis
sion, ultramontanoe arrogance, evangolical
independence, or radical relaxation of law
and enthroning rospeetively as suprome of
avil law, or the chureli, or tho seriptures,
or the geople. Honce it is not more im-
portant 1n the disoussion of religiv-political
questions to determinein thefirst place what
i the truo naturo and what the propor claims
and rights of the Church. Isi.of God, or
of men? and whom shall it obay and
whom command 2 and 1 wiat matters 18
the cliurch to interfere ?

e ]
RUMOURED MOVEMENY IN THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

We have alroady called attention to the
rumour, that in tho interests of political
conservatism, n proposal will be made by
tho British Government, to make sundry
changes in the present position of the Es.
tablished Church of Scotland that a portion
of tho Freo Church at last may find their
way back to the place they occupred boforo
1848 In another place we give tho over-
ture on the subject, which has been trans-
mittod to the Frae Church Assombly by the
Presbylory of Edinbargh. It met with the
support of all parties, although in the
spueches thore was manifested great dift-
erenco of sontiment as to what the Freo
Cuurch m:ght or should doin certain cir-
cumstances. It secoms far from probabloe
that the rumored proposals will bomade. Bug
tho party ropresented by Sir Henry dMon-
crietl, Protessor Ramny J McGregor and Dy.
South seems satsfied that a raturn to the
Bstablishment, in any circumstances s
out of the questivn.  Logwslutsve action such
as wonld have prevented the destructivn
cannot bring the Freo Church man back
back again. Tho position now attained by
tho Church and their trustcomonted to hor
canvot now be cast aside, and as Dr.
Ramy puts 1t.

»For my partI canconceive nothing moro
irrational than that our people should be
aliowed to take up an impreasion that con-
ceivable Acts of Parlimeot must necessar-
iy determine our proceduro and destiny.
Were an aot of paritraont passed to-wnorrow
ivadieating eveary priucipal we ever conten
dod for, I should regard it with satistuction
as & tributo to what we kave mamtained.
But I should yegard 1t as notliag but » de-
relication of our duty to Scutlund and to
ourselves tu do auything but go on with re-
doubled vigour, if possible, in the very path
w which wo are now. o have stayed n
the Establist .uent thivty years ago, it it had
been made pus.ib.¢ for us, 18 one thing; to
ﬁo back to 1t now after thirty years would

8,10 my view, to let goal cur substan-
tial duties aud ol our substantinl mterests
for tho sake of an aunngement which pre.,
sents us with only tho ghosts of both,”

On tho othier saie Me. W Balfour, con-
tended as follows an view of Jie two posi
tiony at the conclusion of the “Claiu of
Right” w1z that G.d might inspito them
wath zeal and energy to promoto the ad-
vaucemuent of s sons Kingupm, and
tust 1n His own goud time He woudd
restore to this Church those benctits which
wero thoe truits of tho struggles of their fa.
thers i past tune, If thoe one petition hed
boen presented, and they behoved answer-
cd in the pruspority of the Charch, was
thero any uan in that Church would stand
up sod ‘ell him that the other petition,
wiien had been prayed for by o past geno-
ration, wasto the generation tha: followed
te be spuken of as o thing that wat net de.
sicable 10 pussess, aud something the Chureh
would bo ' tter without—that it was not
a bemfitay A, but that it could only haa.

pur thuir action. and ben overy way do-
trimental.

L. Begg aleo oppoaos all ideﬁ of Dises.
tablishment and would regard srch a atep
as & nationa calamity, He desirad to reo

S
A vent ta the torah of all the oy |
“And thore  could mot he thy sl "tm“
doubt that tha removel of that Aet v}uh‘ft
sltex tho position of things 2o fop a 1.‘.)3
It depeuds entively, of conrm s on ho»\' ltéh
done, but when the lute Prilme Ministey l:
this countiy representod to o depntat M
from the Listablished Churoh hix anxints s !
sltoring ot alioldung Qacen Aane g Aot "; i
~tuitch moe a3 being about the qmm«-ep.\n’l‘, :
of somaothing that wug oot ve, ntm;;l,lt( 5
beearo the Inte Privas Miniater 'wag Ollu‘..i '
the Govermmont tint drove ya out of u?;
Kitabhshied  Church. (Hear, heay) Avj
o the s e foumng the depatation 1”;1
Kn.wa the Seets, thay alalie hyve Bt
It is for you to solve the question, for For
me onuv of the partiea who brousht abes
the disvuption, * Lsuy on genmal F'k“?lllxd;
as o patnol, o Seotelman, and w Preghy.
terian, I would rejoive excecdingly by e
that Act rescinded, but what the tesult f
that wght be, and what tho position of
tho Free Chureh mught bo is 4 tetally &if.
crent yuestion, I know  the dfﬁlc:ult;cx
whioh Dy, Rainy points out, but 1 do not
anticipate anything hke a suddon amagy.
mation of the Churclies. I know that o
uvite Churoher is an extremely difieny
matter, (Laughtor,) Wo have had o rent
donl of oxperionce niong ourseives, Re.
newed Janghter.) It 15 not an casy thioe to
atnalzamato bodies which hnve been f-‘cp&..%.
ed 5 tor the teadeucy of bedioes soparated h
to gu tarther ami farther away from euch
othier,  But I will eay that mn ihe future
wuuld cuntomplate with grear compiacene
an amalgaraation of the Presbytorians of
Seotland.”

In referenco to the permanent characte
of the pranciples on which the Freo Chugey
1uft the State connection,  Sir. I Mouere,t
s:_ud. Of courso wo know what these prin.
cipes were.  The main and loading prin.
ciple, wasthat tho Church posscsseﬁ 1nlee
rontly a gpiritual indepondence or g spirit.
ual jurisdiction which she was bouud to ex.
ciciso in obedianco to the commands of
the great Head of the Churely, and that el
was not to be controlled by any oxternal an.
thuity. Tpon the ground of that great
leading principle tho Disruption took place,
Na .duubt there was associatod with ghe
maintenance of that some other things of
consequence,  We  mantaned "ot the
tite tho buunden duty of the Stato to re.
cognise thut spiritaal independance in eon.
nection with  the Ftalblishmont, and g
mamtained  that weare in thoexereiso of
that epiritual mdepondeuco bound to pro.
tect the rights of the peoplo in the appoint.
ment of theiy ministers, aud thas the State
ought to recozniso it to be our duty 8o to do.
We lield thut theso views were of permanent
and vital importance.

Thus wo find even in Scotland a tondency
to battlejthejgreat disruption mbvement,and
tocall m question 1ts necessity and wisdom.
It is very difficult now to realise the decp
foeling of thatperiod,and it swould be foolish
to attompt a vindication of all that wa
said and done by the disruption party. Still
wo may be sure that an act whioh fook
worldly-wise mon and politicians by sur
priso, and ovoked the sympathy and ap-
proval of all chiurches not y1mmodiatoly apd
directly intorosted in it, must have bee
baised on truo principlo. ‘The exporiones
of thirty years also has shown that it was
of God, for *it hasnot come to nought,”
but has proved a blessing in many ways
aud in many lands. Nor has anylhing
sitrca oceurred to change the relations of
tae Establiched Churels to tho state. Henes
unless principles, chauge and bocome dif-
fe out through lapse of time, thers is the
same impussibility now as in 1848 for men
holdmng Freo Church priuciples to aoquiescs
in what they have doue, o sitaple sabordi-
nation in Logislative and jadiial functions
ol tho Cuurceh to the State,

UVERILRE ANANT RUMURED CHANGES IN THE
CUURCH OF SCOTLAND.

“Whereas the prineiples which in 1643
detorutued the action of this Chucch it
seveuny hier connuction with the S:ato are
of porsnaseut vvhgaton and or vaal e
[o.tancy; whoreas tho passing away ofa
goucration aud the chauges in the condi-
ton of the country during thirty years cal
fir special effort to hnvo these principles
ity apprecinted by tho existing mewmbsr-
ship of tho Church’; wheroas, withough the
blessiug ot God rested on the Disruption of
1843 o rowarkablo mauner, aud there
~dS much reason to own 1 it His guding
hand, sndeavours are now actively made
quariers oxternal to this Churell to pir-
susdo our own adhorents as woll as the
goueral populution that that Disraption
Was a mislake, and involved a needies
scism, ned that tho posttion of tho Fres
Chureh caunot now be doforded, wheress
thora 18 rousou to befiove thut proposal$
may be made ia Parliament affveting cecl
stastical matters in Seotland in connectior
Wieh which 16 may Inghly conearn tho Free
Cliureh of Seottand that tho mtegnity o
the greuud assumed by hor in 1543 shond
b+ auly guarded and vindieatod; and whote
s the practical position of intlucnce and
Usefuluess now attamed by tlus Chureh
shireuga the cracious provideuce of Got is
8 gueat trust, and one the advautage: of
obligations ot which she canuat throw asile
but 1qust strive to mrintain sud jmprove
to the utmost in all circumstances: It 1
humuiy overtured by tho Fios Presbylery
of Edaburgh to the cusuing  Goneral As
sombly of the Freo Chureh of Seotinnd $hat
they take the premises into their consider-
aton, with a view to socure that the fore
said principles of this Chuveh and tho grest
roligions interests ontrusted to hor bo effec:
tively profected und advocated as well 38
clearly ropresented to all partics.

Wo bogto ball the attontion of ovr 1ead
ord o tho Traot which avpoars on anotber
pago, of whish twonty-fivo shousand st
being printed, and wiil Lo divided propor
tionately to tho congregations, and sent it
parcels o the vaxious ministers, who are

‘oxpacted to moe that thay ave circulsted

tho Chureh of Scolland improved and par-

ticularly to have tho nefarions act of Queon

aiiong the pecplo, Mr. Warden King, of
Me:tronl, may bt addeossed in thisz conees:
tion.  The tract will yopay careful perusah



