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usg Berrington's cxplanations, sho bade
im go off; him and his search-partica Lo
dnatted | Her mastor said thoy would get
msatisfactlon from him, and advised tho
Irringtons, fathor and son, to try to fud
sme wits for thomsclves boforo huuting tho
B wors fora crary beggar womoen who never

AD
ln"Il‘he {'\-indow closod ngain witha snap, dha
Biyth was left alono.

e went off ropulsed snd chafed now,
o) tho moro resolved to inquiro closely or
bring tho police.  But at a wrotehed cottago
by tge roadside belonging to old Iawkshaw
Legat his information. A woman therein,
smarting under notico of dismissal from her
landlord, told how sho hexl felt curious on
weingono of tho wisht sisters stealthily
burrying by cloaked and hooded, with an
eaxcited nir a8 if afraid of belng scen, and
watebed her going in at tho Barton gate.
This was 8o odd that the woman caught up
B Lertaby anu went out tosco what noxt
might lmﬁpcn, wishing also to havo a
Ietter look at one of the strange recluses
vhomshe had never seen mear. Sko had
oot wsited & fow moments when a terrible
moisy was heard inside tho house. Steeni
Mawkshaw appeargd, pushing out tho poor
msd-womnan, who resisted, clinging to hia
8 and abricking out cntreatict to bo heard.
0id Hawkshaw stood bX’ muring with
haghter at tho fun,  Suddenly ceasing her
ket importunitics, Magdalen collected her-
wlf and walked to tho gate with the dignity
of the finest lady in the land,  Then, atop-
ing short and raising her arm likoa Rlay-
sctress, sho pronounced words of such an
awful curso upon the inmates of tho houso
that the peor laborer’s wife, listening, de-
dared her blood ran cold ! Even Blyth was
Fappslled, hearing tho anathemas but partly
Rrepiated ; denunciation which in all ker
lif: cne might swear Magdalen never could
Lave heard, It was coough to to make him
telievo in thd old doctriae of possession,
and that the den.on with the frail, delicate
{¥m bad cried out, not she herself, What
f:lowed was as terriblo in a different way.
A Yourg Steenie then shouted out ho would
U 1.4 Lis dogs upon her,  And unfastening the
Rivo house-dogs, although holding them
by their chains, ho called out two or
tires terriers from the stable, hissing them
1! Magdalen, and following them up himsalf
i wibbalf-tipsy, brutal mirth, Screaming, the

uhippy women fled as for her lifo down
Rtterord, on and on, followed by the posse,
Rapping, yelping, barking at her heels ;
tesides jecred by a troop of small urchins
rchas _eem to sprung up from the carth on
all ccasions of unusual cvents,

“The terriers didn’t bite her, but law!
the had the heart as frightened in her body
as if they bad,” said the woman, *“And
il Steenie had not held in the big dogs with
x}‘lilhismxght, they would kave torn her to

:L"

X Tien in desperation, as it scemed, Mag-
ldlen climbed up tho hillside that thero led
tieeply to tho moors, and 80 presently the
ftase dropped. ‘That was all.
: l}!&ﬂx, on hearing this, only asked,
Sustly,
; “\\’hcro might Stophcn Hawkshaw be
R Lkely found v
Tte women said at tho inn of Drewston
pialittle village popularily supposed to bo
they )ullc\i as a corraption of Druid’s
B Thtaer went Biyth, and Brownberry's
esking sides showed tho paco 28 ho drow
sidle after a milo and halt's gallop.  The
o0 there boasted & rickety billiard-table,
Bwhich, however wretched, was o chicf at
ochon to young Hawkshaw and a few
Botker idlo a{‘inta lower in the social scalo
ftha bimsclt.  For ho loved to bo king of
Lis company at times, or, as ho oxpressed
Bt “ cock of the walk.”  Ile waz takingan
ternoon driok at the bar now, with some
v: tieso companions, when Berriogton camo
B 1ad cartly asked him for a few moments’
aairate comversation,  Hawkshaw roturned
wdely he wauted to hear nothing from him,
r Limaelf to say anything to him.
. é.rc youafraid of what I nay havoto
" 1aid Blyth, low, sccing his coemy
euied under fiis  oye; being indeed tor-
bated by visions hio was trying todrownin
3 I'E‘of a.gq.\‘d woman lying in the boga,
: 1d ¢
B Uawkabaw fired up at that, and looked
gviad for admiring scorn of such o charge
: fvm'hxx backers, but out of respect for
sib's request, whoso favor it was not
W to conciliato, thoy had all rotired a
¢ stepa aaide,
Seeking to “command his temper, Blyth

demanded to know for what causo Steenio
had turncd out of his house, two days ago,
tho poor woman now lost on tho moors,

* For what ? Becnuso sho camo and near-
ly worricd the life and soul out of mo.
Would you like to know Ay sho camo, ch?”

And, cxulting in tho oR&ortunity of
giving a nasty wound to successful
rival Stcenio i‘ccrlngly went on,

“You'll bo intorested, so I'll tell youasa
kindness, Sho camo to Leg mo to marry
hor daughter— there ) wanted to bLribo me
with rn.vinfa of gold she would givomo;
ho, hat Iwish you good luck of your
mother-in-law, if you find her,”

“Iold your tonguo, I adviso you, since
you may bo responsible before God for hor
death,” said Blyth in o tono so storn it
brought a horrible conviction of guilt for o
moment to his hearor’s brain, though in-
flamed and confused by drink.  Then ad-
diog, * You ncither know who sho was
or what sho was,” he moved towards the door
round which tho men were gmchd.

But Hawkshaw yelled after hitn, striking
his fist on tho bar among tho glasses,

“What is that you say? Stop a bit—0'll
tell you bofore theso gentlomen hero,  Says
I don’t know who tho old mad-woman is
tbat ho is huating for through the country.
Well, sho called horsolf by the namo of
Stono, and she’s own nothor to Miss Joy
Haythorn, so-called, up at the Red llouso,
who is said to bo engaged, or likely to be,
to our neighbor, Mr., Blyth Berrington
here, and I wish him much joy of her. And
as to wkat tho old witch was—"

Ho uttered somo coarse expressions, on
which-Blyth tumiog shm:iply ack, caught
him near thoe throat, and ordercd him to
take back his own words asa foullio.
Stephen wrestled  siolontly.  Strongor by
far though Plyth was his ogponcnt was
muscular and quick asa panther, Afew
seconds tho bystanders watched the struggle
with breathleas interest, then as Stephen,

asping atill refused to retract his words,
ﬁcrrington (baving forseen some -uch likely
cmergency) gave him a sovere hastisin
with the short ridding whip he carrie
stuck in his pockots, then walked out of the
inn, and rode away. In two days the fame
of this exploit went far and near. Only Joy
atd not hear of it.

Butill-deadabreod emulationstillmorothan
good ones, unhiappily. And ono of the boys
who saw Ilawkshaw clmsingbcpoor Mag-
dalen it was that now had been fired to
organizo the raid on tho cottage.

(T0 BE CONTINUED,)

Mons Meg

This cannon, extibited at Edinburgh
Castle, was fushioned at Mons, in Flanders,
about tho titne of James IV. ¢This gun,”
says Scott inor of his notes to Reb Roy,
“figures frequently in the public accounts
of the time, where we find chiarges to grease
Mag's mouth, withal ribands to deck her
carriage, and pipes to play beforo her when
she was brought from the castlo to accomp-
any tho Scottish arm%} on a_ distant expedi-
tion.” *After the Union,” continucs Sir
IWalter, “‘there was much <popular appre-
hension that tho regalia ef Scotland, and
the subordinate Palladium, Mons Meg,
would bo carried to Lngland to complete
tho odious surrender of national independ
cnce, . . . As for Mons Mci;, sho ro
mained in the Castle of Edinburgh till by
order of the Board of Ordnance, she was re-
moved w Woolwich about 1357,  And in
this very winter of 1525-9 sho has been re
stored to the country where that, which in
inany other place or situation would be a
mero mass of rusty iron, .becomes once
more a curious monument of antiquity.”

NEW PUBLIOATION.

The Mcthodist Annual is the title of a
most comprchensivo little work published
aud for salo by tho Mcthodist Bock and
Publishing House, No. 78 & $0, King strect
cast. The information concerning every
branch of the Mcthodist Church in Canada,
is most completo. = Nothing, in short, ap-
pears to bo omitted, and statistics aro given
conceraing tho church, not only in tho Do-.
minion of Caunada but in various parts of
the world. Tho littlo volwmo contaive, in
addition, much uscful and misccllancous in-
formntion, and is altogether n good book of
yreference to havo at one’s clbow,

Housohold Suporstitions,

‘It you wish to thrive,
Lot a spldor run alive,”

i3 an old housohold saying that many of us,
whon children, paid strict attention to, but
now when wosco a littlo black weaver run-
ning his thrcad amongst our Lric-a-brac wo
dislodgo him to tho more modern words

1t you wish to thrive,
And with happ{ people bide,
Let your housd bo swept by threo—
Ono to dust, one to tide,
And onv to 300 no epider runs alive,*

And so the old superstitions of our child-
hood are gradually disappearing, although
there aro iwnany wellbred and educated
people who, in spite of their reason, tromble
at the breaking of u looking-glass or tho up.
sotting of tho salt-cellar, and would on no
account cut their finger-nails on I'riday,
But when wo remember that in Italy salt-
apitlivg is nover noticed, but a drop of oil
is considered an omen of the worst kind,
and thoro are people who not only pare
their nails on Friday, but date all tho for-
tunate evonts of their lives from that day of
the weck, worre casily led to belicve that
most superstitions have their origin in some
social custom or act of uscfulness, just as
passing the salt in one country is a sign of
sorrow, and in another fricadship. The
uscfulness of many superstitions can casily
be proven; for instance, a ludy who was
greatly anuoyed by the- carclessness of her
pantry-maid said to her one day, ¢ Maggie,
you will never have a day’s luck as long as
you put tho dishes away half wiped,” mean
ing that she would never be ablo to keep
her home if she neglected her work; but
Maggio saw it in altogether a different light,
and ever after attributed any trouble sh
had to a soiled dish that had escaped her
notice. The feeling, also, which prompts a
Scotch lass notonly to clean her hearth be-
fore retiring for the night, but to carcfully
set the broom on c¢nd, is both a uscful aund
economical superstition,

There is an old English rhyme which says
thatit is very unlucky to buy a broom in
May, and declares that

“ Beooins bov at fn May
Sweep tho tamily away.”

Dinna forget the auld broom in changing
your residence, or lend it to a stranger. It
is thought to be annoying luck to step over
a broom, ard great good luck to accidental.
ly walk under onc. In Lancashire, Eng-
land, there is an old custom or superstition,
which is still observed, of taking a Bible,
salt, and a little oatmeal into & new house.
‘The first ia cinblematical of a good founda

tion, and the s=alt and oatmcal of plenty.
Everywhere you will find tho right-foot.
forwerd superstition, especially on entering
a now homo; but should you he so fortuuate
as to enter a houso for tho irst timo well
dressed, good luck is absolutely assurcd
you, JLhe parlor bell ringing whilo the
clock is wstriking, tho kitchen fire found
alight in the morning, audtiic rocking of an
cmpty charr aro ¢ll sigos ot anger.

It thofire gocs out just after it kas been
lit, your swectheart is cross; iof it burus
brightly, he is 1n a good tewper; if soot
hangs on tho bar of the grate and fulls out-
warﬁ, ho is coming ; aud should a coal drop
immediately after, you can tell by its shape
what ko will bring.  The nusplacing of the
shovel and tongs is & sign of jullity, but the
falling out of tho grate, the breakingofa
dog-1ron, and the spilling of coal are all bad
omens. If you are thinking of any ono and
the tirc suddenly blazes, it is surc evidence
that tho compliment is returncd. If you
wish for anything very much, poke tho tire
for Kiftcen minutes nnd think of your wish
and nothing Lut your wish, and it is said
you will surcly get it.

It is unlucky to leave dirty water in tho
kitchen ovcmf;ht, or tho chairs and tables
out of place. 1ln Scotland tho loss of a dish-
cloth is cquivalent to tindiog another home,
and tho accidental burning of a sheet or
towel is tho forcrunner ol sickncss; itis

also tho greatest sign of ill luck cither to

throw at or in anv way touch a person with
tho dish-cloth, y pe

Troublo attends thoso who burn green
vegetables or bread; and in buying onions
always ﬁm at; ono doorand out at another.,
Onions bought in this way, and placed un-
der your pitlow on St, Thomas's ove (Do
cember 21), wlll reveal to you your future
husbaud, 1t js not good for soap to slip
from tho hand while using it, aud it1s
cqually unlucky to allow a lamp to burn
out in utter forgetfulness, A sure sign of
disappolntinent 1s to light a match and have
it goout. If you break ono dish, you will
surcly break threo. Words spoken back-
ward is & sign of company, and tho acci-
dental slamming of a door or window, of
unpleasant company. A cup of tea and the
salt-collar afford innumerable signs of com-
iug fortune. For good luck demauds that
tho salt-celar should always bo clean and
well filled ; that you sliould never lend or
borrow salt; thut the sult-box must never
bo allowed to get entirely ompty; that be-
forousing salt from o fresh box sotno of it
must be burned ; that salt which has fallen
tu the floor should not Lo used ; thatto ex-
chango salt-cellars with a ncighbor at tablo
unbeknown to him, ortousohissaltaccident-
ally, is a sure sign that you will becomeo fast
friouds. Do carcful not to spill salt on Fri-
doy. It is possiblo to avert ovil on any
othor day b¥ throwing a bit over tho lolt
shoulder. Nover give an old salt-box away,
or leave it for others to use. If you wish 1o
make a porson ‘hink of you, burn salt, re-
peating his uame; and npever forget that
the person who hag onco caten salt with you
is, no mattor what ho has done, lucky to
speak of kindly.

1f wo know anything at all about * ica-
cup-ology ”—the pawmo given by o Boston
girl for peering into tho future through a
tea-cup—tho temptation to practice 1t 13 ir-
resistible.  Ono of the commoncst of sigus
are tho hittle winte bubbles which all declare
to represcut money. Do wnot lut it
melt away, but catch aud drink it. A
tea stalk flouting on the top of a cup of tea
indicates vinitors; if 1t is soft, your com-
pany will be a lady ; if havd, a gentlernan.
i alady placas the wet stalk on tho back
of the left hand, and strikes it with the tin-
gers of tho right, aud it flics off at thoe tirst
blow, they are coming in n day, at tho gee-
ond blow, in twodays, and so on. If agen-
tleman, stir the tea briskly, and plant the
spocn upright in the middle ot tho cup,
holding 1t quate still, if the stalk is atteact-
ed to tho spoon, he will como that duy. A
long or short atalk will dotermine the
height of the expected visitor, and you may
tell how lon§ he will stay by balancing tho
spoon on tho cdge of the cup, and seving
how mauny drops of tea jou can muke it
hold without u[l)scttm - Tea drops counted
in this way will also forotell the number of
years befyre you will marry. In counting
for your visitor, you may call the drops
hourg, days, wecks, or months. It isalso a
sign of company to forget to put the hd of
the tea-pot onafter the tea is made; and on
no account must y ou put the milk into your
tea before tho sugar, or you will bo crossed
in love. If a fly tall into & glass or cup from
which any ono is or has been drinkiug, ho
cr she will have good luck. Itused to bs
thought not only 1l-manncred, but & sign
of bad-feeling, for & visitor not to mvert iy
tea-cup on leaving the table. Every onc in
the houso must stir the Christmas pudding,
beginmng with tho oldest, cvenifshe bea
scrvant. 1o not sit on tho edge of a table
or trunk, clso you will be disappointed,

If you wish to risoin the world, cut the
top sideof tholoaf of bread first, aud cut
clean aud even.  Four slices of toast is tho
smallest quantity that can bomade for luck.
A goud Latitolic will always cross s kuufo
and fork, although 1t 1s considered a bad
sign to find your knifo and fork cressed.
To get a tern napkin at table foretells a find
tunate jomney, aud the upsctting of wine
or water & su-prisc. 1o not cata prece df
bread or mea  that has fallen to tho flovr in
bang pass.d to you, and on no account
drink  v.ater that 18 given to you with a
scowl. Itis never unlucky to say **thank
you,” a1d tho old i1hymo of our grand-
mothert that

A clean hiouscand smiling face
B-ing tight good luck to any place”
is_a]supcn.tition that no ono can find fuult
with,
——— —-< w——-—-ﬁn—-

Old-fashioned rings sot with crystals,

which wero fnshioualﬁc iu our grandmothers’

day, have again appcared,
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