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'T HE scope of this siibjeet îs so wide and expansive that no mu:
i be attempted in this preliminarY communication than a rûue

lime cf the general principles governiflg the preventioti and treatrta

bacterial infection of the respiratory tract.

MÂTERIAL AVÀILkBLE F'OR INVESTIGATION.

Diseases of the respiratory gystem, are comon ln, South Afrie

the comniunity scattered along the sixty miles of I'Reef," aggregat,

varions townships of the Witwatersrand la no exception. The pre,

of these infections on the Rand la partly due to the dry, dusty c

with its rapid changes of temperature, partly to the ahnost univers,

dence of catarrhal infections among workers, native aud Europe

the Witwatersrand (loldfields, the inhalation of the fine particles 01

always present in mine air, sud the rapid changes lu temperature,

enced in gold minlng being coutributorY causes.' Gonsiderable mný

theref ore, la available on all sides for the study of this most inte

and important group of disea;ses.

As Acting Bacteriologist for the Transvaal, Acting Pathologisi

General Hospital, Johannesburg, subsequently Assistant Medical

of Heulth, Johannesburg, and later as Director of the Clinical U~

Laboratories, my varions duties have brought me into close Conta,

these problems in South Africa during the st eight years. In a,

my researches into the pathology of Silicosis lu Man and White Ra
Tuberculos;is on the 'Witwatersrand, lu association with Dra. .1

Watt, L. Irvine and< W. Stewart, afforded me valuable material for

Furthermore, a considerable proportion of .my private practice us

sultant and bacteriologist lu recent years bas been coxnposed of thi

of case. Recently, however, during the widespread incidence in

Africa of pnutioflia aud other diseases associated with or folioq

"Spanish" influeniza, I have had a unique opportunity of test

sounduess of one 'a conclusions lu this inatter on a very large se

large number of doses of a compound catarrhal vaccine have beer


