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found a case reported {of popliteal aneurism) in ], by s lady occupying o prominent position in the
i community, and looked upon as to a certain extent,

i leader of public opinion,—3irs. Caroline H. Dall
]

which faxion of the limb was maintained by 3 sus-
pension-apparatus that aliowed the patient to keep
out of bed during the treatment.

Dr. Jacobi called atiention to a recent paper

upon the sioppage of ha:morrhages by flexion of
the Iimbs.

Dr. Balvatore Caro.—I regret, Mr. President,
that I cannot present the documents that would
establisk the priority of the treatment by flexion
in favor of my old professor, Pr. Glovanni Gorgone,
af the Ciric Hospital ot fPatermo. In 1846-8 this
was his customory method of treatment in all cocur-
isms where it wae applicabie. In 1847 ocourred =

case which I well remembsr, as I was then House :

Surgeon in the Civie Hospital. A young man, 2
tailor, having a headache, had gone to a professional
phlebotomist to be bled. Instead of opening a
vein at tho elbow, the operator opened the artery;
and, not knowing whoi else to do, he strongly flexed
the limb, and tightly bandaging it, sent the patient
to the hospital. An aneurismal tumor was found
about the size of a large waluut. The pulsation in
it was entirely stopped by forcible flexion of the
forearm. This treatmeat was adopted, and the
atient was completely cured. On the 24th of
snusry, 1848, after the capture of the palace of
King Bomba, this hospital was destroyed by fire,
together with all its records; arcd for this rcason I
am unable to give documentary evidence npon this
matter. But, to my personal knowledge, the trest-
) Eent ;y flexion goes as far back as 1847. —Medical
ecord.

Extyasts,

The Relations of Physicians to Invalid Women,

By HORATIO R. STORER.
[Road before the Bociety, March 16, 1809.)

In tha records of the first meeting of the Gynee-
cological Scciety of Boston, there stands the follow-
ing paragraph, embodying one of the chief princi-
gles in accordance with which the Society was

ounded :—

“That as in attending upon childbed, all impurity
of thought and even the mental appreciations of a
difference in sex iz lost by the physicians, and an
imputation of theso would be resented as an insult
‘by the profession, so the care of uterine disease
tends to inspire greater respect in a patient for her
attendant, and in him for her. It is untrue to say
that high-minded and Jelicate women instinctively
desire to be attended by one of tleir own sex for
these disenscs, any more)than in confinement, just
&4 it is unquestionably the fact that hccause of the

- mental physical disturbance temporarily induced
evett by healthy menstruation, women, the best of
nurses, are unfitted to tite medicine or surgery,
in any of their departments, with as much bene-
fit to their patients, or as successfully, as men.”

The preceding stalcmont represents what is un-
doubtedly the belief of those physicians whose duty
call them to daily attendance upon sick women, and
who are most competent to judge, The Society
will compare with it the following allegations made

.

“Let us ook the question in the face for a fex
moments. The best physicians are the most syz.
pathetic men. In women sympathy is active;—wm
all know what tricks it plays them in hysteri,
There are a great number of ccmmon diseases which
men and women car ireat with equal suceess ; bu
when we come to discases special to a sex, o
unusueal in themselves, the case is different.
© “In the face of death, prejudices disappear, and
sex is forgotten ; but in the healthy flow of daily
life intrusion is readily felt to be impertinent.

“My own opinion 15 that the annihlilation o
female diseases can only be brought about by women
themselves. After a great deal of experience, ]
am convinced that no women who has led an imparg
life can be heraelf, that is, be in a normal condition,
in the presence of & man ; no matter how sacred
his motive in secking her, she cannot be completely
undisturbed. Women who are familiar with her
usunl aspect ses the immediate change when he ap-
proaches. This remark is not irrelovant. Whati
true psychologically i3 also true physically, and for
the same reascn. What ever the occult sexual lam
may be that determine the matter, itis certahn
that tho discases popularly known as women’s dis-
eases create a morbid activity of the senses in the
purest women. This is openly admitted fact iz
hysteria, ar.: it is equally true of all uterine dis
eases. A women’s presencs in a sick-chamber B
the only presence possible without somo complica
tion of symiptoms, some aggravation of the disorder
This complication and aggravation lie outside the
patient’s will ; they may be an exireme mortifice
tion to her, but they will have to be considered
nevertheless.

“¢The first roason, then, for educating womeon s
physicians is the desirableness of offering thew
relief pure and simple,—relief free from unwonted
excitement, or perplexing disturbancs. Another
is to bo found in the fact, that a vast amount of
female diseases is merely simulated. It is not the
less disease because it is mneither functional o
organie, and it is only the outgrowth of pamperad
imagination, or false living ; but men themselvess
disturbing influence, rarely discover that it is sim-
ulated. They pity the patient. They cannot tell,
as women can, that a menial stimulus, & moral pur
pose, or a moved nature, will do more thans
medicine. But a still stronger reasor may be found
in the impossibility of any man's penetrating the
mysteries of an organism which he does not share.
Possessed of an immense plexus of nerves of which
he knows nothing, women arc sensitive to a thow
sand pains, and responsive to a thousand remedies
of whizh he cannot dream.”*

Now it will be obsorved that Mrs, Dall distinctly
makes these charges :(— ‘

1. That a physician’s presence in the sick-chamber
is impossible without croating a morbid activity of
the mexual sense, that is to say, an unchasit
thought, if not an unchaste longing, oven in the
purest women,

J—
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