130 ORIGINAL COMMNUNILATIONR.

1it1s uncompheated with organic lesion of the muscles [ the heart, is of-
ten so latent, as to be wikhiscoverable without puysical examination, 18
one of the great truths fur which we are mdebied to the genius of La-
ennce.  And it s nat yet sufliciently insisted on that valvuhir discuse,
even to an extreme degree, may afleet the heart withont there being
any thing inthe previons history or existing sympronss, which conld lead
us to suspeet the existerce of such a lesion. Yenrs oy jiss by, the
patient fulfilling withont inconvenience all the dutics of wnxivis, active
and energetic | fe”?

Dr. Stokes adds the vory practical remark - that @i error too general-
1y made s to believe discuse of the velves to be necessanly progressive,”
and adduces coses where individouls had for aserics of vears (in one
case 12). preseuted the plienomenoen of valvular munvur, without any
olstacle to strong (xertion.*

Notwithstanding, ther fore, the nndeniable fatality of Leart-disense,
faets such as have been addueed must tend to show 1hut the same gra-
datiou that is so generally met with in most severe discises, may be al-
lowed in cases of eardiue constrictiond We may hoje, even, when in-
formed Iy physical s.zus that the heart s atiected, that they do not
sound the death-knell of the individual who presents them, but, though
menteing and eautioning, that the case may allow of the expectation of
a frecedom from sufering and danger fora prolonged period.

I then, we so feegueatty fnud cases of vulvitar diseascs entailing upon
those affvcted Lot very hitle 3f any wevnvenience, it s a question of
mueh importanee to point out, i possible, why after a long time such
cases often suduenly, s in case !V, or more slowly, as in case T., assume
a fornudable churacter, conducting the patient wirh much distress to
cerain dissojution.  Difficulties, no doubt, involve the solution of this
guestion, which it would not bie easy always to elear up, but the {follow-
ing quotations will threw a ereat degree of light upen the suljcet, and
buve u practical beariug vjon it of the highest importance.

¢ The study of eardiue puthology Jeads arresistibly to the corclusion,
that in valvular discuse the source of irregular and exeited action is to
Le songht for less in the condition of the valves than in that of the heurt
itselly? p. 161, = A slow orgunic change of one or more orifices of the
heart may go on without exciting any symptom which leads to the sus-
picion of discuse 5 and the heart by seme puwer of udaptution secms to

¢ 1 knew a gentleman who was advanced in Ife, and who kad, to my knowledge, a
loud and rough untral wtiaur tor four years, yet during each season he rarely missed a
Jday's hunting. and was a bo'd aud learless nider.”—Stokes,

t For mstance. between disitnct and confluent sall pox ; between scarlatina so mild
as scarcely to be 1ecognized, arad scar. muligna; between comnion cholera morbus and the
fell ravager which las lately carried off mytiads, &e.



