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during the present and perhaps the procoding generation, and
the changes which it may be expected to uindergo in the genor-
ation which is to follow. In dong so i nay bo pardoned ifI
take my examplos and illustrations largely fron the expori.
ences of our own school; for I think I may fairly claii for it
that, so far at least as this continent is concerned, it has always
since its commencement miaintained a leading position, in the
thoroughness of its teaching, in the high and iidvanced stand-
ard of its curriculum, and in the reputation and prestige whilch
its graduates have carried with tien to overy part of tie
world.

Medical education ialf a century ago was a nuch more
primitive and simple process than the olaborate and complox
systems of to-day, and yot no part, of the prsent systen is
superfluous or could be omitted withont producing danlgeros
veakness, and if we are to koop puce withî the prosent rapid

progress of medical science and medical discovery, wo must bo
prepared for the same development and incrîeaso in the future
as we have experienced in the past.

Up to a comparatively recent date, the systemn of neiical
apprenticoship formed an important part of medical Oducation,
and indeed necessarily so, for in- the absence of the preosent
facilities for hospital clinical instruction, no other means were
accessible to the student, by whici ho couild learn to apply in
actual practice those principals and procopts whicih lie haud
learnt froin his books or in the lecture room. li tie old-tino
curricula, one or two years of private study witi a private
practitioner was acceptod as equivalent to the same time
passed at the schools; and even ut the presrient day the licons-
ing board of titis province concedes the privilege of one year's
study with a private practitioner as an optional part of the fuil
four years' curriculum. In the bettor equipped schools of the
present day this system has passcd alinost entirely away, andi
has been replaced by the more systenatic and skilled instruc-
tion in the hospital wards and in the laboratorics. Didactic
lectures also formed a far more important part of a medical
course in former years than they now do, and indeed private
medical instruction by private practitioners and didactic lec-
tures in the class room, with pe-haps a few demonstrations in
anatomy and chemistry, may be said to have made up the sum
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