
STEWAWr--MEI)ICAL TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER.

imprinted upon the constitution of the typhoid mortality list by. the
introduction of the bath treatment

Brisbane

Causes of , , • 13risbane Hospital after
dea.th in , -,Acording Hospital before introduction of

typhnid. to Murchison. 'bath treatment. bath treatient.

Perforation........... 3.0 3.0 2.9
Haemorrhage, .. .... 1.4 .1.2

Other causes.. 12.8 9.73 3.4

Total mortality, per cent. 17.2 14.5

There is no doubt great diticulty to be encountered in the endeavor

to carry out the bath treatmnent in private practice, but ihat it is possible
te co so, even in remnote eountrv (listricts, the letter of Dr. Gordon, of
,Alywin. in, the Novemuber unher of the Montreal Medlical Journal,
wilL i think. prove cunvincingly. A good deal has been written about

the harslness of the treatnent, ad. no doubt, nany patients complain
of it at first, but as a rule, they soon find out that they are muuch more

comîfortable after it, and are usually glad to bear with patitnee the
immediate disagreeable effeets. It is, of course, impossible to carry out
this treatment in private without tie assistance of one or two skilled
nurses. Portable baths can now he obtained. and, provided the practi-
tioner eau obtain the assistance of one skilled nurse, there is no valid
excuise for- ils nion-employmnent.
.It is saidl by soi1e observers thai relapses are more frequent after the
bath, than after other methods of treating the disease. There is
however, no proof of this. It is strange what confusion exists as to
the real neaning of relapse in typhoid : and this is the reason for the
great discrepancy of opinion as to their frequency, ranging between two
and four per cent.

Many inelude all after-febrile attacks. no inatter what their duration
may be, imler the head of relapses. whbile others eall relapses those
exacerbations of pyrexia whîich occur dnring the course of the disease.
Taking a large series of cases, relapses may in a rough way, be set down
as occurring in from about 3 to 12 per cent. of al]. In 325 of the 408
Royal Victoria Hospital cases. where particular pains were taken to closely
investigate this point, it iras fouind that relapses occurred in about
eight per cent. of the cases. This proportion is exactly the same as in
Osler's and Lieberneister's series, and is not any larger than that given

by observers in different countries where other plans of treating the
-disease have been followed.

The relction of temperature affected by the coli bath although an
nmportant faeor, is not the chief one in its beneficial effects. The most

-obVious effects are seen in the nervous. respiratory, and vascular systens.


