
TUIE PRESIDENT' S ADDRESS.

graph is so thorougbly understood and appreciated, canuoù fitil to
rinember that tbis,-one of the niost surprising, as weli ns the mnobt
usefui boons, whichi the application. of modern science bias bestowvcd
upon inankii 7,-was dependent on. the discovcry of those laws of
electricity and inagnetisn.i whiclh are being further evolved, by the
means of sucli careful and nbrokien notings of varyihg plieiwieDa
as bave beeu for cears recorded at ou owil Magnetic Observatory.

Sucell ait establishmnent is worthy of the rising character of this
faist-growiing commuaity, and afibrds to foreigu countries one of the
best proofzs of our real advanceinent. Our progress and improve-
ment have been. wruug from a soul which, however fertile, wvas covered
with et dense aiid pathlless forest; and the toil nccessary to raim
it left to, the laborer littie force, aud evenl less of time and oppor-
tunity, for mental cultivation. It cannot, therefore, be, a inatter of
surprise that attempts at intellectual progress should have tarried for
the material progress whici bias been so successfully acluieved; thatv
-efforts to cullti%,ate the sciences, the oesthetic arts, the abstract
pbilosophy, iu. whicli consist the truc elements of national greatness,
should but recently commence, and by degrees occupy the
thouglits anud attention of the people; and it is in timis viev QuhaL
the Toronto 'Magnetie Observatory becounes a. subjeet of boiiest con-

gratlaton.It is a, thing of' a world-wide character, desigiced to
co-operate withi aIl other nations enigaged ini similar rescarChes, and
fou.nde( in the most generous spirit of philanthrophy, whicli sceks
to benefît as weil future generations as our own: by the accumula-
tion of truths, the foul developmient and practical application wh'Iereot
w.ill only be know'u and made available to those who corne after us,
to f111 our places in. this busy world.

-Nor cau. I refrain, i. this place, from mnaking an allusion to one
e-special advantage whichi a full mastery of the laws of unlagnectie

> ince will confer upon. commerce, in respect to the use of iroil
Shnps, whlicli, froun tdue inaterial of wvhichi they are constructed, ren-
-der thje naguiet useless, unIess the inffluenices of local trat c au
be overcomne. More thail one disaster bas mrisen froin this cause;
.and it is only to a perfection of the science that we eau look with
«hopef'ul confidence for au. effectuai remedy ; for- it bias been. lbund
that this local attraction itself is dependent, iii iron vesscas,, on the
,exercise of au iiiducing effeet by the earth's unagnetism, and varies
%vitli it according to laws the course of which bas yet to be traccd. The
importatice of this considleration wvill be the better zuppreciated. by
remernbering that the Lcviitkaiz-that wonder of nlaval. architecture,


