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Comparatively little is ktiown of the insect fauina of the Bahamia
Islands, sinice most of the collectors %vho have gone to the W\est Indies
have confined their attention chielly to larger anid better settled miembers
of tbis great group, and as a coniseqtience ive have a tolerably fair
knowledge of sticl of theni as Cuba, jamaica, Porto Rico, and
Guadaloupe, %vith scarcely any records fromn the littie rocky isiets of 'vhich
the B3ahamas proper are composed. Late researches mi the coast of
Florida have sbiown a close affiiîy between the faunia of that regioni anid
of thec Antilles, so that the study of the insects of the latter lias now a
direct bearinig oni that of fliose of our owni domain. 'l'lie short sketch
whichi followvs is inended merely as a preliiiinary accounit of a collectiig
trip to certaini points in the Britisi WVest Indies, and no more is hoped for
than to give the reader a general idea of the coleopterous fauna of these
at the time of year during- wvhich ithe collections wvere miade. Oly occa-
sionally wvas it possible to land and work the country for insects, as the
main object of the expedition, of iviiichi the wvriter wvas a miem-ber, wvas the
study and collection of the marine invertebrata, and most of the timie wvas
necessarily devoted to them.

Regarding the general characters of the l3aliamia Islands, it may be
enougli to say that they are Britishi possessions, hiaving heen first settled
in 1629 by that people, but frequently cb)anging hands until 1783 ; since
that time they liay*e remained under Engilishi control, and are populated
largely by descendants of that nationality, withi a very considerable
admixture of negroes, who, indeed, predorninate on some of the islands,
almost to the exclusion of flic whites. Excepting thec very sinaîll rocky
islets, aIl are inhabited. but the soil is so lighit and stony thiat uts produc-
tive powers are linîited, aîîd lience we find the p)rinlcipal exports to be
fruit, especially pineapples and cocoanuts. Aside from tiiese, sonie of
the larger islands export brazilleto, yellowv-wood, lignium-vitre and fustic,
and at one tinie cotton wvas an article of considerable commercial imnport-
ance, but is now little grown. Th'le citrus fruits flourislî, but are appar-
ently flot exl)onted to any great extent. l'le uncultivated portions of the
surface, wlîich include the greater part of thie 'vhole area, are covered in
the nmainî by tangyled tbickets of varions slîrubs and vines difficuit of
penetration, and liard to work iii. Oving to the broken nature of thie
islands, farnîing can only be carried on in snîall patches and in the m-ost
primitive manner.
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