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densely dark and threatening sky of storm-clouds. So heavy the pall
that rested over Virginia City that Mount Davidson could scarcely be
distinguished in the distance from the black masses behind it.

A remarkable phenomenen then sppeared. Upon the very summit
a little tongue of golden flame swayed to and fro like some weird su-
pernatural signal; strange flame, indeed ! for it neither waxed nor
waned, but steadily burned on. It was the flag of the republic. There
chanced to be a rift in the dense clouds, and the setting sun through
that unseen rift flung its radiant beam upon that nation’s standard
and transfigured it to golden flame, and tor an hounr that burning ban-
ner held the charmed gaze of the multitude. And, stranger still, that
very day marked the fall of Vicksburg and the victory of Gettysbnrg !

Darkaess that may be felt overspreads the earth, and gross darkness
the people. The black clouds of skepticism and infidelity, irreligion
«nd idolatry gather their awful masses in our sky and threaten a de-
structive storm. But on the very summits of Pagandom, in the midst
of the death-shade, waves God’s own signal. The flag of the Cross
burns in the ray of the Sun of Righteousness, the glory of God trans-
figures it. Even while we gaze upon it Satan’s strongholds are giving
way before the onset of God's missionary hosts, and. the very tide of
battle is turning. We have only to keep our eyes fized on that banner,
and by that sign we shall conquer !
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WE have in this year 1888 reached an important crisis in missions. A
hundred years of missionary labor lie behind us, and we gather at this Inter-
national convention from east, west, north, and south, to study its records,
and to learn its lessons, that we may start with the {resh knowledge and
renewed energy for our still unreached goal—the evangelization of the
world.

The century has been a glovious one in gospe! work. After ages of apos-
tacy—followed by stormy timesof Reformation—the church awoke a hundred
years ago te its duty to publish the gospel to all mankind. During the
century, thousands of devoted laborers have gone forth ; hundreds of heathen
languages have been learned; the Scriptures translated into them; the
Word of Goud widely prcelaimed, and some three millions of heathen con-
verted to Christianity. Ameng all people the gospel has proved its soul-
transforming power. A co-operative providence has opened the world,
Railways and steamers traverse it in every direction, Meanwhile Protestant
Great Britain, America and Germany have largely increased their popula-
tion and their wealth, England alone, after spending freely on necessaries
and luxuries, hoards annually now no less than 240 millions of money (1,200
millions of dollars). The means to accomplish our God-given work are in-
creased and increasing., What we want now, and what we seek, is full pur-
pose and resolution to use the powers we possess. God grant that this con-
ference may be, as it ought to be, & turning-point in missions—a stage from




