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densely dayk and threatening sky of storm-clouds. So heavy the paît
thlat rested over Virginia, City that Mount Ilavidson ceuld searcely lie
distinguished in tho distance from the black masses behind it.

A remarkable phienomenen thon vppeared. Upon the v'ery summnit
a littie tongue of golden fiame swayed to and fre like sorie wcird su-
pernatural signal; strange flame, indeed ! for it neitiier waxed ner
waued, but steadily burned on. It was the flagy of the republie. '.1here
elianced to be a rift il, the dense clouds, and the settingr sun throughi
thiat unseen rift flung its radiant beain upon that nation's standard
and transfigured it to golden flame, andti 1r an hour that burning, ban-
ner held thie charmedcgaze of the multitude. And, stranger stili, tîxat
very day marked the fali of Vicksbiirg and the victory of (iettysbuirg 1

Dark-aess that may bie feit overspreads thie earth, and gross darkness
ýhe people. The black clouds of skepticism and infldelity, irreligien
ý.nt îdolatry gather their awf ni masses in our sky and threaten a de-
stynctive storm. But on the very summits of Pagandom, in the midst
of the death-shade, waves God's owln signal. Th2le flagr of the Cross
burns in thie ray of the Sun of liliteousness, the glory of God trans-
figtures it. Even while ive gaze upon it Satan's strongholds are giving
wvay before the ouset of God*s mnissionary hosts, and the very tide of
battie is turningc. WVe have only to keep our eyes fixed en that banner,
and by that sign we shial conquer !
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[Dr. Plorson wrltos, concernlng this papor, read ut the L.ondon Conférenco a ad furnlshod us 1wV the
author for publication: Il lear, practical, pungeriL and poworful, lt captivated tho assûmbly.ýL:.

WE have in this year 1888 reaclied an important crisis in missions. A
hundred years of m-issionary labor lie belîind us, and we gather at this Inter-
national convention f rom east, west, north, and south, to study iLs records,
and to e ara its lessons, that we mnay start with the f resh kniowledge and
renewed energy for our still unreachied goal-the evangelization. of the
world.

The century lias been a glaonos one ini gospel workc. After ages of apos-
tacy-followed by stormy imes of Refornaation-the chiurch awoke a hundred
years ago toits duty te publish the gospel te ail mankind. During the
century, thousands of devoted laborers; have gene forth ; hundreds of heatheu
languages have been learned; the Scriptuî'es translated into thiem; the
Word of Gud widely prcclaimied, and sonie three millions et hteathen con-
vertedl te Christianity. Amon- ail people the gospel hias proved its seul-
transfornfing power. .A co-operative providence hias opened the wenll.
Raiw.ays and steamers traverse it in every direction. Meanwle Protestant
Great Britain, Anierica and Gerniany have largely increased their popula-
tion and their wealth. Engi and alone, af ter spending f reely on necessaries
and luxuries, hoards annually new ne less than 210 millions of money (1,200
millions of dollars). The mieans te, accomplish our God-given worlc ara in-
creased and increasing. What we want iiow, and ivhat we seekr, is f tli pu r-
pose and resolution te use the powers wve pessess. God grant thiat this con-
ference may bie, as it ought te ho, a turning-point in inussion.,-a stage fromi

1888.]


