_————“

1893.] MISSIONS IN PALESTINE, 903

of to-day, is in reality on the site of the old gate of the Mount Zion quarter
of the city, and has interesting relics of the Jebusites in its grounds.

Contrasting the average circumstances of Mohammedan children in
their own homes with the present position of those in this school, T should
think that the happiness of the latter is unspeakably greater than that of
most of their fellows in Palestine.

These brown-faced lads, clad in loose blue clothes, themselves the first-
fruite of missionary effort there, regularly subscribe to mission work in
Africa. Many of them can well afford to do so, as they are the sons of
well-positioned gentlemen, for altogether over £2000 is annually paid tow-
ard the educational expenses of the children by the parents,

Their headmaster says of them that the love of Christ does quicken
their minds and change their hearts. ‘¢ At night when they go to bed,
they give a hearty good-night to their teacher, and then enter their bed-
rooms and silently undress, and then knecl and pray upon the cold stone
floor.” One of the boys, the son of a wealthy Moslem, came to the
school very badly behaved. ¢ Iis companions persuaded him to pray to
God to give him a new heart,” continues the same authority, ‘ and many a
time have I seen him knecling and praying by his bedside before getting
in, and 1 feel sure that some day'these prayers will be answered. Before
he left he gave great promise of becoming a Christian.”” However simple
this story may seem, it tells of a sincere desire on the teachers’ and schol-
ars’ part for real spiritual lifc in their midst.

My last momeats in the Holy Land were most happy ones and they
were spent at Miss Arnott’s school for Jewish girls in Jaffa.- It was the
Queen’s birthday, and in order that they might duly celebrate it, the
children had a holiday given them. Many of them were possessed-of
singularly beautiful faces, and all scemed perfectly healthy and happy as '
they joined in the English games that were started by the visitors. In :
their vivacity they seemed to forget the state of the temperature, and
romped around the playground at a great rate. We listened to them sing-
ing familiar hymns from * Sacred Songs and Solos,” and could not help
thinking how greatly they had been raised, for their natural condition is
very depraved.  Although a Jewess has a far better prospect than most
women in the East, yet Christianity improves her position immensely.

It has been said of Eastern woman that ¢ she was unwelcomed at her
birth, untaught in her childhood, enslaved when married, accursed when a
widow, and often unlamented at her death.” Among the Mohammedans
this is particularly the case, for the girls are never sent to school, nor is it
considered necessary that females should visit the mosques or attend any
kind of public worship. The conscquence is that she is far more easily
reached by the missionaries, for all except the very strict followers of the
false prophet and rigid Jews consider it unimportant whether their girls
are sent to Protestant schools or their wives attend mothers’ meetings.
Thus the very degradation of woman becomes a decided advantage to her,




