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is fast fading out. The Moravian Churcli forins a notable exception te
tliis tendency. So far as we can Icarti, it lias kept its primitive simplicity,
and exhibited littie tendency te, ecolesiastical extravagance of any kind ;
and, as iniglit be expected, it bas not flagged in the Inissionary couseeva-
tion that markcd its carly history. Let Christians of evcry nanie look for
a moment at this impressive objeet-lesson. The Moravian Churcli scnds ont
one of evcry sixty of its members to the foreigu field, and raises twelve dollars
per momber annually for foreiogn missions. In contrast witli this, look at
the American Protestant clitirches as a whole. Thieir increase in financial
resources within the lnst fifty years lias been enormous. It is estimated
tlhat the evangelical Christians of tho United Statcs hold eiylid billions of
Nvealth in their liands-an amounit se great thiat it staggers our matlîcmatics
to comnpute it. Yet thie highcest estima te of thecir gifts for foreign missions
Nyhich we have hieard is. twenty-five cents per head annnally. Shiail we invite
ail onr churehes to look at -their little sister, the " United B;Otliren, " to wboin
we have jnst referred, aud hiumble theinselves ? *WVe ean present a more
startlingr contrast than even this. China reports 392,000 native Christians,
who gave, year before last, $38,000 for missionary work. Thus the
Chiurcli of China, out of lier deep poverty, gives annually more than one
dollar pcr momber fer the same sacred objeet on wvhich the billionaire
Churcli of Anierica bestows twesty-five cents per member !

New, how shahl we restore the elenment of sacrifice te, our missionar'
givinv, and se lift our contributions eut of the shameful parsimony wvhicli
n owaharae.terizes tiern

1 emust begyin with ourselves, and set apart iveekly a fixed propor-

brouglit bis gift to ]ay it on the aitar it mvas bis ; but wbeon lie bad with-
drawn his baud frein it it was God's; and thereafter it Y-ould hiave becs an

n.1pardonable sacrilege te have devoted it te common uses. Christians will
neyer give as they ouglit, until they begin te keep two, purses-one for
their own nuc-ssary expenses, and one for the Lord's work-froîn thie lat-
ter of which they would ne more draw for their oNvni use t1ian tliey v<ould
purloin frein their ne.*,<bor's pocket.

2. We mnust st- inecase the proportion and frequency of our Chureli
contributions that it shall be seen that wve regard missions ns our principal
business, sot as an ontside charity. We have censtantly maintained that
a churcli zibould at least Wise as mucli annually for missions ai she spends
tipon lierself. But i order te de this tlhere must ho proportionate and
wcekly giving. The custom se, widely prevalent of making an £" annual
effort"' for the foreign wvork-, and thien sliclving the subject for the year, L3
siinply a humiliation inflieted uipon the great, commission. If we may speak of
our own experience in the pastorate, we have long Rince renchied tixe ideal Qf
-in every- Sunday contribution for foreign missions, se, that now, duringr the
vear, ne Lord's day passes witbtout the dlaims of the hecathen world being
broughit before tbe congregation, and au opportunity given te contribute
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