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the seas. They take as much pride as the
men of Devon themselves in the record of
Grenville, Gilbert, Frobisher, Raleigh, Drake,
and all those gallant men whose names are
so intimately associated with the maritime
triumphs of the parent state, and wvith the
history of discovery on the continent of
Amnerica. If there is an era in English bis-
tory specialiy interesting to Canadians, it is
that Elizabethan agewben England laid deep
and firm the foundation of ber maritime
superiority, and ber adventurou's sons, above
ail Ilthe sons of Devon," ivent forth ta plant
ber flag in Prima Vista, in the ice-bound
regions of the North, or on the islands and
coasts of the Tropics.

But wvhi1st the energy and enterprise of
the British races bave to so large an extent
muade Canada ivbat she is iow, we must not
forget that it was to England's great rival
across the.Channel that we owe tbe first set-
tlements on our shores. The Basques, the
Bretons, and the Normans, themselves a
maritime people by virtue of descent and
occupation, were the first to tilt Ilthe deep
sea-pasture" of American waters. From
Dieppe, St. Malo, Rochelle, and other ports
of France, came those maritime adventurers
Who, in frail craft bardly ]arger than the
smallest fishing schooners on our sea-coast,
dared all the dangers of unknown seas, and
planted the first colonies on the banks of
the St. LaiiTence or on the shores of Acadie.
With wonderful discrimination they selected
those barbours and bays wbich are bestI
adapted for trade, and modem enterprise
lbas flot denied in a single instance the
wisdom of their choice. Quebec, Mon- t
treal, and Newv Orleans, still remain to attest t
the prescience and sagacity of .the FrenchJ
pioneers. Louisbourg, it is true, is only the
abode of a fewv flsherrnen, but its natural
position for trade is unrivalled, and sooner
or laterwie nmust see a town rise above thef
green mounds which now alone remain to
tell of its greatness in the days of the French r
régime,

The, early history of Canada is a record of'
tumuit and war, and if we would follow her
commercial and maritime progress we need'
not go back many years. Traffic in fish andE
furs ivas prosecuted ta a limnited extent dur-
ing those times when the French and Eng-
lish were establishing tlîemselves on the
continent, and struggling for the supremnacy..
Next followed the War oflIndependence, anci
many years later the War Of 1812-14, to the
great injury of Canadian industry, then ini itsý
veryinfancy. But silice those warlike times in.
the early part of the century, there bas beent
an era of peace, only disturbed by the poli-
tical dissension and strife Of 1836-7, andt
Canada has been able to go steadily forward
in the path of commercial and industrial
progress. Year by year, since 1815, the
pioneer bas advanced up -the St. Lawrence,
and made *,his settiement in the Western
Province. Craft of varlous sizes soon com-
nienced to whiten the waters of the lakes,
and eventually the population and commercer
of the west so increased that canais liad t<>
be built to give speedy and secure access to:
the ports of Montreal and Quebec. Rail-
ways followed canais, and steamers ther
r.lumsy schooners and flat-boats of old times,
while cities and towns grew wvith unexampled
rapidity throughout the Province, where not
a single settlement of any importance existed
in the days of French rule on the St. Law-
rence. The population of Ontario, or Upper-
Canada, in a very few years from the date of
the Union considerably exceeded that of the
F'rench Canadian Province, which had been
,iven so long a start in the race of civiliza-
ion. The provinces by the sea, then poli-
:ically isolated from the country on the St.
Eawrence and lakes, also made, during this
>ra of peace, steady advances, especially in
-naritime enterprise. But 'in tracing the
:ommercial progress of Canada ive cannot
àil to remark that it really dates from the
wxension of ber political privileges, and the
'emoval of those restrictions -which England
mposed on Colonial tradl and navigation


