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responsibility brings, we now carry the policy further
by relieving parents from certain other responsibili-
ties which, 1n the order of nature, fall on them. By
way of checking recklessness, and discouraging im-
provident marriages, and ‘raising the conception of
duty, we are diffusing the belief that it is not the
concern of parents to fit their chjldren for the busi-
ness of life ; but that the nation is bound to do this.
Everywhere there is a tacit enunciation of the marvel-
lous doctrine that citizens are not responsible indi-
vidually for the bringing up, each of his own
children, but that these same citizens incorporated
into a society, are each of them responsible for the
bringing up of everybody else’s children! The obliga-
tion does not fall upon A, in his capacity of father, to
rear the minds as well as the bodies of his offspring ;
but in his capacity of citizen there does fall on
him the obligation of mentally rearing the offspring
of B, C, D, and the rest ; who similarly have their
direct parental obligations made secondary to their
indirect obligations to children not their own! Al-
ready it is estimated that, as matters are now being
arranged, parents will soon pay in school-fees for their
own children only one-sixth of the amount which is
paid by them through taxes, rates and voluntary con-
tributions, for children at large : in terms of money,
the claims of children at large to their care will be
taken as six times the claim of their own children !
And if, looking back forty years, we observe the
growth of the public claim zersus the private claim,
we may infer that the private claim will presently be
absorbed wholly. Already the correlative theory is
becoming so definite and positive that you meet with
the notion, uttered as though it were an unquestion-
able truth, that criminals are ‘society’s failures.’
Presently it will be seen that, since good bodily de-
velopment, as well as good mental development, is 2
pre-requisite of good citizenship, (for without it the

citizen cannot maintain himself, and so avoid wrong- |

doing,) society is responsible also for the proper
feeding and clothing of children ; indeed, in School-
Board discussions there is already an occasional ad-
mission that no logically defensible halting-place can
be found between the two. And so we are progress-
ing towards the wonderful notion, here and there
finding tacit expression, that people are to marry
when they feel inclined, and other people are to take
the consequences.
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‘¢ And this is thought to be the policy conducive to
improvement of behaviour. Men who have been
made improvident by shielding them from many of
the evil results of improvidence, are now to be made
more provident by further shielding them from the
evil results of improvidence. Having had their self-
control decreased by social arrangements which les-

‘sened the need for self-control, other social arrange-

ments are devised which will make self-control still
less needful ; and it is hoped so to make self-control
greater.  This cxpectation is absolutely at variance
with the whole crder of things. Life of every kind,
human included, proceeds on an exactly opposite
principle. Al lower types of beings show us that
the rearing of offspring affords the highest discipline
for the faculties. The parental instinct is everywhere
that which calls out the energies most persistently,
and in the greatest degree exercises the intelligence.
The self-sacrifice and the sagacity which inferior
creatures display in the care of their young are often
commented upon ; and everyone may see that parent-
hood produces a2 mental exaltation not otherwise
producible. That it is so among mankind is daily
proved. Continually we remark that men who
were random grow steady when they have children
to-provide for ; and vain, thoughtless girls, becom-
ing mothers, begin to show higher feelings, and
capacities that were not before drawn out. In both
there is a daily discipline in unselfishness, in indus-
try, in foresight. The parental relation strengthens
from hour to hour the habit of postponing immediate
case and egotistic™pleasure to the altruistic pleasure
obtained by furthering the welfare of offspring.
There is a frequent subordination of the claims of
self to the claims of fellow-beings ; and by no other
agency can the practice of this subordination be so
effectually secured. Not, then, by a decreased, but
by an increased, sense of parental responsibility, is
self-control to be madegreater and recklessness to be
checked.  And yet the policy now so earnestly and
undoubtingly pursued is one which will inevitably
diminish the sense of parental responsibility.  This
all-important discipline of parents’ emotions is to be
weakened that children may get reading and gram-
mar and geography more generally than they would
otherwise do. A superficial inteilectualization is to
be secured at the cost of a deep-scated demoraliza-

1 tion.”
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Many Americans land in England, but the num-

desirable that it should be increased ; for if the truth
must be told, Americans rarely bring back kindly
feelings from a visit to the old home of their mce.
This may be partly caused by the difference of cus-
toms, and especially by the difference in the hotels,
which keeps up a daily friction : but it partly springs

ber of those who sce anything of it is comparatively | from another more familiar root. Those Americans,
small. Wedo not know that at present it is very | however, whodo care to make a tourin England will



