CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Tyareller—You may somotimes journcy across a desert with.
ont secing cither beast or bird, reptile or inscet; but fur all this
Ahere are wild beasts enough in Aftics, of the mozt ferocious kind,
as well as the most noxiousreptiles.  “Fhe woods abound with apes
baboons and monkeys, bisons and huffalocs, clephonty and ilino.
ceroscs, juckals, leapards ond punthers, snakes, scrpeats and scor-
pions; the deserts, in many parts, are well supplicd with livos ;
and the rivers are by no menvs deficient in crocodiles.

Gilbert.—1 had rather go to any part of the world than to
Africa.

Traveller.—~Why so Iarge a portion of this brauteous carth
thould be oceupied with sandy and inhospitable doscrts, is what
we cannot understand.  But 1le who hos me e nothing in vain,
whoese ways are not as our ways, can comrchend his own de
sgns; and let us, among the ountless wonders of his providence
and grace, acknowledge with gratitude his goodness iu fivin rour
abodo where no wild beasts lic in wat for us ‘n our paths, and no
frowning deserts surround our habitations.

At this moment the party arrived at the wooden bridge, thrown
across the rapid brook in the valley,  * Now,” samd thie traveller,
‘if this were an Afnican river, we should have a fair prospect of
sccing & crocodide.”

« Byt as it iz not,” sai¢ Edmmund, lovkinz up at the travdller,
« perhaps you will treat us with an accountof the principal African
and othier tn e, which you have scen in your travels.” — Mr, Lovel

Iaughed heartily at the “traveller, Gilbert and Iconard joned mt

the request of their brother, and it was soon a <oftled thing with
them, that, at an carly opportunity, the travelier would give them
some account of all the prueipal fivers in the world.

AGRICULTURE.

—— e
Tanning in Holland and Belgium.

Holland and belmum u carly times were deadedly the ponrest
countrics of Europe. Much of the former was u low sunken
swamp or marsh, inaccessible to man, except through the rivers
that traversed 1t ; and the soil of the Iatter wusm general so hght
and sandy as to be consudered nearly barren.  Now, there 1s no
part of Europe where the fertility of the soil 18 =0 great, or sgri.
cuiture has arnved at such a pitch of excellence as wm these two
kingdoms. By the indomitable perseverance and patience of the
Holianders the wundations of the sea and rivers have been stop.
ped, the marshes have been reclaimed ana drained, and the mea.
d»ws and pastures that now furnish the greatest quantities and
bes quaktics of butter and cheese have been literally zaade out of
the morasses and  quagnures of the region.  In Belgium sandy
plams that a century since were conswudered as worthless, ure now
rendered productive and fertile to an extent searcely to be under.
stood without examination. Belgivmn may now be considered in
many respeets the gardon of Europe,

These results bave been brought about by «kill and perseve-
rance. The Rev. Mr. Rudclift, who was sentout by the Farmer's
Nociety of Ircland, to examine and report the modes of tillage
practiced in {Holland and Belgium, i the discharge of lus duty
has cotered “nto the detalls und processes which have produced
the present stade of tinuys there, and the record, to the faner, is
mstructive and cncouragmng- -

The first and great pont in the agniculture of thess countrics is
the zaving and application of manure ; und this 1s carned to an
cxtent uncqualled any waere else.  Every leaf, straw, and weed ;
the proceeds of the stables, including the unuc, and the drunings
of the yards; the refuse of the kitchen, the soap suds, and the
washings of the roads, all to the general receptacle for manures,
and mxed with carth, e, or mud, as the ditferent smis may re.
gire, is returned in ferulizing quantties to the eraps that most
tegrure its action.  "I'he rotation of crops 13 herc untcrstood and
jracticed, and ali lands that wil admit of altemate caurses are
sabjected to them. In ww part of the world has the beneficial
ofi cts of clover been more fully tested or more highly appreaiated
tan here, and the Flemish maxim, * o ciover, no crops,” shows
the unversal sentiment of the people respecting this phant.
Deep ploughing has also lent its aid to fenilizing these countrics,
and where required, no expences are spared in draining and
ucnching.  The soil is rendered as fine as possible by the plough
and harrow, while root crops ure extensively cultivated for winter
feeding cattle, and clover, and luceme for soiling. No system is
adnpted until experience has shown that it is the beet for tie ccc.
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tion of country, or tho soil whero 1t m to be macd  and wnuva.
tiung are not wlowed withont cunvsucing proofs of superior bene.
1it and ntdity.

In sonic of the dwtnets, pnnemally those Ivinr near the

motths of streams, and consequently reclauned lands, the sorl ts 1t
strong sand heavy aluminous ong, and wheat i these, forma the
prinopal object of culivation.  Mr. RadchfPs analysis of some
of the best of these soils, showed fifty.two »arts of alumine or
clay; twonty.one of ilex or sand ; nucteen of carbonate of lime,
and seven or cight of oxide of iron. The course here inchides
wheat, horse beans, (the vica fuba we belicve) barley, oats and
rooty, and the * rotauon s so arranged as to have a root, bean or
clover erop, between the wheat, barley or oat erops  In theso
districts the average product of wheat s twenty.eight bushels,
beans wineteen, barley furty-seven, and oats sixty to the acre.
“There ure uther sctions of the country duvoted 0 tnrmps und
ryc.  Tiweso soils contiun greatl quantitics of sand, usually from
sisty-five to seventy.five parts in a hundred ; but containing little
ot 1w lime. The wtroduction of the turmip culture, the use of
marl where 1t can be procured, and where it zunnot the liberal
application of Lane to the surface, and the distubution of hquid
manure at the rate of twenty-five hundred grallons to an acre, have
brought thuse scetions mto a rmnd stato of improvement, geeatly
aided by the ciover and aiternaung system, adapted to the hghter
natu.c of the sal.
Anothier excellent wheatsoil 18 found i some parts, a rich sand
loam, nearly destitute of hune, and where the farmer rel s for
wheat principally on manure and bume, applied as 2 dressine to
the soil; indeed no where does the practice of iming land prgvail
to so great an extent, as in Belgum and some of the adjoming
territory of France. ‘The course hercis: ¢ 1, wheat well manur.
ed; 2, clover, with a top dressing of ashes, 3, flax, with hquid
wanure 5 3, wheat, with short dung sweepings, &e.; 5, potatoes
or turmps with dung; 6, rye, with liquid manure ; 7, rape sced 3
2, potatoes or turmps with manure ; 9, wheat, with dung; 10,
clover, with ashes; 11, oaty; 12, flax, with urine; 13, wheat,
with manure; 14, beans, beets or tobacco”  With such a course
of manunng and crops, a corresponding amelioration of the soil
must be expected.

M. Radehtl says the Flemings cstimate that the hqnd manure
from forty-five to fifty head of cattle upon one farmn, will serve
to rannre in the best manner upwards of twenty acres aanully.
It must “e remembered however there is little or no pasture; thoe
cattle anad horscs are fed 1n stables summer and winter, and ere
usnally in the finest condition. Horses perforin all the furm lubor,
their hay is always cut, and the grain ground, and usually given
thern mixed and wet.  * Thar daily foud i winter, is ftecn
pounds of hay, ten pownds of straw, and cight of oats; in sum-
mer clover is substituted for the hay.” A span of horses are
deemed capable, where the businessof the farm 1s properly ar-
runged, and the succession of labor on the different crops as it
ought tabe, of doing the work of fifty acres of cultivated land.

American farmers may, as British farmess have done, leamn
marny uscful lessons from those of Hallaud or Belgium. Driven
by slern necessity to make the most of their land, they have cn-
deavourcd 1o adept such modcs of culture s shail give the greatest
profit with the least expense.  Want of land is not the difficulty
m our country ; the cvil lies the other way; our husbandry is too
expansive ; we go over a great deal of Iand ; half tll ¢, and toa
frequently get half crops only as the reward. Land constantly
cropped as seme of our lands are, will grow puor rapidly, unless
a systrm of crops which shall tend to obviate such a result 15
adopted, nnd a skidfu! and thorough course of manuring he fol-
lowed. On the great subject of manures, wo arc yet in our
A. B.C. We donot begin to understand their preparation, their
application, or their vzlue. Blessed by a kind Providence with
a sl of the richest kind, we ate searcely beginning to fecl its Ge-
terioration ; and when such a thing does occur, and a farm pro-
duces less bountifully than formurly, instead of sitting ourselves
to remcdy the failure, or improve :nc fertilty, we pull up stakes
and encounter the fatigues and hardships of subdaing a new tarm,
mther than lrarn wnd practice the art of restonng the old one.
Holland and Belgivm have been justly terned the garden of
wurepe, but man by untiring indoatry has made it so.

Tloughing.
The difference in tho amount of prode.-ts botween land that
has been thetonghly tilied, and that whe.h has only undergone an

apology for tillage, must bave at tias arrested the sttentien of



