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he has no rehish, and prunuses @ blesseduoss sv
foreigrn to lus nature that he cannot understand 1t,
Amlbm such a frame of mand, uubeliefy or at least,
mdiffereace, is nothing more strange than the
averseness of the polar savage to claige his vau
desolate and dreary country aud tie cijoy ictits w
1t for winch hie has contracted a funduess, for atler
emoyments in distant cliaes, e tature of wiich
lie cannot comprehiend,

Dins, then, 1 bold to be a umversal cause of in-
dutterence and unbelief 1 regard to reveaied re
Iygrzon i all mankind, that the gencral tenor of sts
discoveries 1s opposed to man’s nataral tasies,
hatats and mchnativns,  Itis spinitual, heis car-
nal ; 1t 1s holy, herssusful j aud su fur from inditier-
ence and unbelief being unnatural, they are
just what might be expected from such creatures,
to whom suck a revelation was made. Ilence,
in order to its cordinl reception, some influ-
ence must be previously excrted upon him to
refine his views, and tastes, and feelings, that
hie may be prepared to discern and 1clish it as
the oracles of God and the words of eternal life.
P'he cvil heart of unbelief is his nuture; it can
ouly be conguered by an experimental knowledge
of the gospel’s moralinfluence.  “If any man will
do my will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it
be of God.”  Hecannot know it fully till then,

Butin order to unfold this principle of indifer-
ence and unbelief; the averseness of the corrupted
wmind to the general tenor and main design of the
discoveries of the gospel, let me poiut out its ope-
ration in a few particulars :—

1. Prosperity and its ordinary efiect—a heart
contented with the world, is a very common cause
of religious indifference and unbelief,  This is
emphatically sct forth in the Jowish proverh, ¢ It
is casier for a camel to go threugh the cye of a
ncedle than for arich, or world loving man, to en-
ter into the kingdom of God,” tha.is, cordially
cbrace the gospele  "The impossibility  does not
rest in the amount of his property, but in the usuzl
conscquence of wealth aud prusperity, which cre-
ate afondness fur worldly pleasure, and a disrel-
ish for that which is spiritual ; for the love of the
world and the love of God canaot cocaist in the
same heart.  ‘The gospel is designed to dicect the
view of man priucipally toafuture life as the proper
sceuc of his enjoyimnents ; but when the leart is
contented with its present condition 3t looks ue
farther, and religion is meglected as n usciess
thing, or useful ouly for the aillicted, or the poor; eor
the miserable, ar the dying.  MHen=ritie that re-
ligious indifference prevalls il ly omrg the for.
tunate whose present conditicnscems to oflerall that
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their heart could wish, and among the young why
Jherish sanguine expectations of what they shall
Lareafter acquire, when they have advanced high in

the world’s favor,

Then there 1s but & short step between religious
wddierence and sceptictsm. When the gospel
comes to be regarded without any 1aterest, as a
thung ol travial iuportance, the transition 18 easy
to the doubt or disbelief that it 1s from God ; for
who caa ever unagune that an unimportant com.
mucation can come from God? Thus thereisa
general and mamfest connection between prosper-
1ty which attaches men's nunds to this hife, and in-
difftrence to that gospel winch leads them to as-
preupwards to auvther.  For when men cease to
aspre after and prepare for immortality, they soon
sractically cease to believe iniit,

2, The omission of deliberate inquiryisa sce-
ond cause of religious indifference, and practical
unbelicf,  Thegospel, like any other written
cummunication, cannot be understood without a
ood denl of serious attention. Nor can the evi-
deuce aud importance of its discoverics be felt un-
til they are tairly considered. Now whatis the
usual conduct of a large proportion of mankind in
regard to the oracles of God? In their youtl,
perhaps, they were taught to read some portions of
them ; and in more advanced age they occasion-
ally peruse them, and hear them explained in the
sanciuary ; but they are read with no settled and
continucd attention ; the relation of one part to
another, and one doctrine to another, i5 not pui-
ccived ; and thus the cvidence which arises
from the harmony of the whole scheme, and its
adaptation to the circumstances of man are quite
overlooked.  To such the Bible can appear in no
higher light than as an ancient venerated book, by
whicha larg2 proportion of mankind have agreed
to shape their religious opinions, according as
they severnily understand it, but which may be
entirely rcjected (if they please) without any pe-
culizrdanger or culpability, This, in our judgmeats
isa very gencral state of the indifferent and theun-
Lelieving arising from the want of a deliberate
inquiry.

Observe hiere, that Tam far from  alleging the
charge of general ignorance against all who are
inlititrent to the truths of the gospel.  T'his would
uot be true ; for religious inditference in many
parts of the world, prevails much inthe higher and
detter cducated classes of socicty.  In this case
liowcver, we may allege besides the effect which
prosperizy and worldly pursuits havein fixing
the altenti on to this life, and withdrawing the
wind from that Dovk which reveals another, that



