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AMyrriNG or THE CHURCHWARDENS, VESTLY, AND
ParisuIoONERs OF Tk Panisu oy B71. Paurs,
UKLD AT THE NA110NAL Scnuout, HALIFAX,
Easten Mospay, 18Tt Apni, 1837.®

(FAonographs- Report, by MHemy Oldright )
RIGUT OF TUE CUAIR AT PARISH MyKTINGS.
Mr. Creighton suguusted that as diffurences bad ari-
gen as to the right to the chair at theso parish meel-
ings, a Committea should be appointed to prepare tho
draftof ala-. deciavng that thoe Paishiouers should
appoint their own Charman,

Mr. Hare acquiceced in tho suggestian.

Mr. Cbamberluin thought it unadvisable to apply to
the Legislaturo about the atter.

AMr. Cieighion then put Ins suggestion in the form of
a Resolution, which he then moved.

Mr. Lynclh—\Vinls our business is of comparatively
little importauce, the question of the right to the Chair
is a matter of ind.fference ; but the moment we Lave
really important business beforo us, amd pass a Resolu-
tion cxpressive ¢f our views, our wholo proccedings
may bo negatived by being told that we may bass what
we hke, that our meating is illegal, and therefore our
proceedings will not ba recognized, 1 beg leave to
secoud Mr. Creiphion's resotution.

Dr. Almoo.—Mr. Aichdeacon, (I beg pardon, Mr.
Chairman,—the mistake was quite vatural, thougb, for
the Archdeacon should be there), I rise 1o opposs dr.
Creighton's rezolution.  The law, as 1ad down by all
the autborities out of St. Paul’s, is, that the Rector of

the Parish is ex officio Chairman of the Parish Mget-

g X have beard tho highest legal awhiorities stats

Ahis. There is cno cutbority from whom 1 have

beard it, who should be unquestioned. 1 allude totho

Rav. Ar. Gray, of St. John, New Brunswick. In a

l&ue; wriden in bis paper the Chureh 1iness, the
writer statcs tuat the gres* abi~ tion he had totke pro-
coedings at soma meoting was, that tho Rector was not

i tho Chair.  Alibough the Rov. Mr. Geay is mis-

guided in nany thinge, I conrider lnm good anthority
on this point, as baymg been a Rector for many years.

The opinton of Kr. Fitz. Unizcke is to the rame cffect.

Ho says that he woold a0 soon givo tphis Church as

his sezt at Parish Meetings. The Panishof St. DPaul’s
in Halifox, is arrogating o itself the tight to diciato to

-

othor denor  rions, this Act was passed, making a-
terial alteral as in proviously existing law. In tbis
Act tho Rector is not even named, wheo sposking of
thess mestings, It directs that the Churchwardens and
Partshtonors shall meet to transact their own business ;
and yet, forsooth, the Rector is 10 come liero nnd as-
sums to presido as if the Parishioners wero not compae-
tent tosay who should, or who ebould not be their
Chairman. It is very likely that the Rector would

lave continued to occupy the Cbair, ycar after year,

unless occurrcuces had taken place which induced us
to contider whether fio bad tho right. I do not rocog-

wzo for s moment the night of the Bishop to eay who

should bo Chajrman.

Dr. Almon.~-I did not say that the bishop had the rigbt.

Mr. Ritchie.—1I allude to the remark made by Mr.

Dunbar. The Bubop, in bis circular to the Clergy,

said that the Rector miglt retirg from the Chaw, and

peranit the Parishioners to ghoose their ovn Charrman.

Surely tho Bishop cannct alter the law, and coufur o

right on the Parishioncrs which tho law does not con-

fer.  1t'the Rector can retire, because the Bishep tells

biw to do 0, it shous that bu is nu. ez officio Chair.

man. Wo passed somo tims since resolutions opposing

the viows of the Bishop 1egarding Synods, T agdvert
to it beeause wo sometimes 1ndist on our rights werely

as riyits, lest they may bo infringed at otber tmes,
becauro wo bave sustained aninjury by the infeinge

ment of them, as in that case.  When the proceedings

ot the mecung ot which those rerolutions passed woro
tsken to the Bishop, ho wtimafed that they wero not

regularly sgued. 1o saye, they cannot receive any

consideration from mue, hygausathiey are not rigned by
the Rector.  What would wo tbink of any Chairmans
who, under theee circumstances, would not ot once
coma forward aud say, * It is teue ty band is not to
these Minutes, but I will yoon make that right : 1 wily
afiis my signature to them™ Tbo quesion as not,
whether they were signed or tot at the M:.ting. ‘The
abject of the chaeman’s mygnature 13 merely 1o authen-
ticate them. Had our Chairman done ths, his Lord.
ship would bave been silest. Mo would, f take u for
granted, not have relicd ou a mereformanty as the ob-
Jeetion to taking notice of tha procevdings. 1o must
have thought that the Resolutions had not passed at
all, or had not passed regularly, Qught the Bishop
no: ta have asked the Rector if such Resolutiway bad
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% Any right which may have been acquired by any
other party. to take the chale ¢hall remnzin as lareto.
foro.” 'Thyrafore you will poresive tbat in England,
whilu in corai.  sas0s. tho Reotor heaa acquired the
tight by presaription, in other cares be dozs not ssem
to have acquired it. My argowents, howover, aro
quite indepondont of the customs in Ingland, av thoy
arc lounded upon our own statute, It way be said
that the right of the Rector to the Chair. was assu-
wed by this Act. I donotfind iteo, Tho Act ex
pressly ruserves his right to ba added to the Vestry,
whilo it unrestiictedly confers on tho Churchwardens
aud parishioners thy right to meot and transact thair
businoss without restriction.

Mr. Pryor.—1 am decidedly opposed to Mir. Oreigh.
ton’s resolution. Let an amicable case be made up
and argued brfoig sbe judges. I think it would be
assumng ratber tvo much on the part of the Parich of
St. Paui’s to ask for an Act for tho wbols Province.
Mer, Lynch.—I do not think we should let thismae-
ter remnam  untdecided until some difficulty arisee.
‘Then as to the story of our arrogating so much as a
parish, I beliave that nothing bas done more barm and
created wore. bad foeling in the Province, than tho
feeling of jealousy which bas been fostered by many
persons in referenco to the position and objects of the
Parish.  Nothing can ko more unjustifiable and
unfa'r, and I trust wo ehall bear no woro of it.  Jf
the Bill 1 introduced into tho Legistature, it will not
onjy be broagit before gentlemen representing this
Parish, but ako gentlomon reprosenting tlo whols
Provivee. Ifpassed it will bo passed in the presence
of such persons ;if uncalled for, they willoppose it. 1f
it is 8 good measure, let us bring it before tha Legis-
lature, ond have it passed. ; on the contrary, it is
a bad wieasure, let 1t bo rejectod. But Jo not let os
liavo a2 coutest avery time that wo mceet, and which
' hae only been provented on this accasion by tho Rec-
tor’s abeenting himselt.  We spent as much tma.in
discuniug this watter at the last ineeting as might
havo been suflisivnt 1o transact the whole business of
‘tho Parish. Wbhatis to prevent a similar act being
commi‘ted as was dono aftsr a previous weetiog in
reference to the divirion of the Parsh. Wo askad the
Bishop's ratifivanonafa ees .+ *son. e would have no-
thing todo with jt, becata e * o Loedship disapproved
r-oiu«'é\md-myg}mg[.“ﬂp? ¢ aairman. and, wonkl e
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