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the Sixtine Chiapel, His Holincss procccds to the bal-
cony ovcr the central door of St. I>etcr's, and pronounces
the benlediction.

Hec thcn passes in to take his seat, ancd there enter
from a side door thirteen bishops in white garînents and
highi white caps. Twelvc of these represent the Aposties,
whose feet wcrc waslied, and the tlîirteenth represents
an angcl who, it is said, appearcd to Gregory the Great
w~hile lie was I)erformning an act of chiarity. Tlîesc take
thcir scats with mucli gravity, and as thcy are the happy
possessors of the feet to bc washied by the P'ope, they
are the objccts of rnuch observation and respect.

After preparatory scrvices, the Pope sulfers bis cope
to be removed, and an enîbroidered apron to be tied
on ; and with the assistance of cardinal-deacons, a
towel is fastenied to, bis waist. Hie then washies and
kisses the riglit foot
of each of the
thirteen bishops,
although flot much
time is occupicd, and
the operation is flot
of the most thorougli
and complete nature. .

Each bishop is
then the rccipient of
a towel and a nose-
gay from the Pope,
and a gold medal ~ *'"''

fromn the Treasurer.
His Holiness then .
washes bis own l li
sacrcd hands, dons ~ ~ \

bis cope, and pro-
ceeds to the next act
of humiliation. , l

TOOK BRANCHES AI

~<ô~rr«.
Conducted in a btately procession the Pope passes

across the nave of the great Cathedral, and walks up a
stair leading to, a large apartment above the portico.
Here, in this "lupper chamber," a table is laid for a
regular inca], the recipients of wvhich are the thirteen
bishops who have just been honourcd in the Washing
of Fecet. Hie gives thcmn water to wash thecir hands,
helps them to various dishes, and pours them wine and
wvater to drinik. The plates are handed to hini by pre.
lates, and during the feast a chaplain reads prayers.

The Pope then blesses the divines, washes bis hands,
and departs in the saine stately procession in which lie
came. The priests who are the envied objects of ail
this Papal attention, are selected fromn différent countries
hy diplomatie agents.

01Çr~ r~irc~dr<xry.
Arnong the rcmarkable features of St. Petcrs, is the

numiber of confessionals, with clergy seatcd, ready for
duty-religious sentinels at their posts. Stili further to
acconimodate penitents, the confessions are heard in
French, Gerian, Spanish, Portuguese, English, and
Grcek, besides Italian. Iii addition to ail this the Grand
Cardinal Penitentiary sits on lioly Thursday to give
absolution for miortal sins beyond the sphere of ordi-
nary confession, and which cannot he otherwise for-
given.

The altars are ail stript. 'Fle hundred lamps that
humn arousid the tornb of St. Peter are extinguishied, the

MIisercre is chanted,
and the greatest
gloorn prevails.

- WASIIING THE FEET

\ ~, ~ OF PILGRIMS.

\\ This ceremony
takes place at the
Trinita de Peelegrini,

- 1» situated in one of the
inost populous quart-

- ' ers of Ronme. Poor
* persons with cer-

tificates from their
bishops, and who

ND WENT FORTH. corne fromn a distance
of

O .-L, sâ x1~~£ )vec

are adrnitted. The feet of men are waslhed in one place;
the feet of women in another; and only wonien are
permitted as spectators to behold the operation among
the latter.

Along one end and side of tlîe chamber, a bench is
placed for a seat, and a board is raised1 fromn the floor
for the feet. A ragged crowd enters, and proceeds to
take off shoes and stockings. Priests appear. Prayers
are rearj. A confraternity of citizens, orgar.ized for this
and similar acts of humiliation, assist at the ceremnony,
habited in red jackets, smnall cravats, and aprons, and
indulging in laughiter and chatter tili the tubs of lhot
wvater are brouglit in.

Generaily speaking, a preparatory process of ablution
bas taken place, whereby the act is shorn of. something
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