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'WAR AND TRADE.
Ag day after day britigs news front

Europe the impression is stieitgtliiiecl,
that a %var betwceîî BritAtin and Rtissia is
unavoidable, ani evenl the mnlost uîîwilliiig
nîniongart us are gradually being forced ta
the belief, that the. great struggiu must
scion bc entcrcd upon. Already the. (rit
isi Flouse of Conions lins without a dis
seîîting voica voted a credit for wvar
purposes wvhic'a iii magnitude lizs no pro
ce(leiit, aîîd the inost peacefully incelitied
of tho British statesmen of the presett
century, Mr. Gladstone, in lus lutte speet'
lias practically soutided te first note of
tho tocsin of war.

Patriots, liko solzdters, ýaîîîîot affYard to
bephilosophers, wlic:i tbcir counîtry catis
ta arrns, and tbcir duty is nat ta reason
why, but ta respoud ta the call. Stili it
is 11 eny asoliable te attellipt te illenure
t;ie fcarful consequeilces of the geat, strife
whlîi niust shako Loth Europe ami Asia
with %olcanie force, until tie lcterber-
ations are feIt cver aur own Lroad con-
timien1t.

If as ks statced by ac reliable wvar luis
torian, the struggl e of thirty years -go
betwee» Ilussia on the onte band and
Turkoy and ties uJlies on the t.Ller cost a
mîillionu lit-us, Nvlbat.iinust Let the nîortality
caose(i by the tlîréateîiid sttruý,A slow
that tha facilitIies for slatuffitcr wvithin the
react of îutatikiîîdl are. bu inudi mfore cf

fuctit o tltaî ii tbe days of tht. Oriiiiait
catiipaign. Tite calculatiou of suJi 9.
probleni should Le sufficieut ta force a
shudder upon the îuost cold bilood ýd
arithîîîttciaii wlîo eivr bccatchud a li,,uic.
.Aîid yet there are. thoît. %,lio utiîiikiiigly
spueikof the gain tbat tvill arisu front the
fearful crashi ta others ,vise are tb>t con-
batants. It is ilot an) uncotlitliou sighlt tu
sut. injourtials, ecl aimin,~ ta e c riigbtcncrs
of mankiiid, cool siutemetîts ot the. belle-

l thi' continent ami mort. particularly
the'United States tvifl gain in a trade way
by n Angilo- Russian confiat, and the
tone of mny of thems indicate, that their
a .uthors haýe in tieir îninds tbe wvisli
father.to the tliouglit. To tliens gain is
gain even if iL bias ta o draggoPd front
axnong the inangled dead of a huuidred
sanguinary battie fields, agd countcd iu
almost Nvitluin hecaring of the groans of

wollttde allid dyiîtg. Yes, thera are tosoý
wio would drag tracte throughi titis sick-
eniitg lîeap, if oiily gaini wero tic resuit,
amui it (lops sûein singular tuit tho greatest
producer of intercourse betweei nmats antr
liuait, and the greatest strengthiener of the
bonds of friendshlî hPtwceîî thctît slîould
1w~ thus divoutvd of iLs vt-ryeovating shadp,
antdi] nînd ta apppar oniy a mnuîs of ne.
quiiriigîujit, a field for sellishinesq te te
si Ieîcing o! every tender chord iii lits-

Bu)lt after ail the beartlessly selfilb, wvbo
tliqeclculate upon profits by tlic slaugltter
o! tIîelr feilow sites), follow but as bsort-
sighited policy. Titey are siînply eager ta
grasp present gains uta natter wbat fut-
tire lasses nîay Le en tailed thereby. Even
takiiîg a puirely trade viev -i! buch a war
as ilow tîtreatens, there înay Le tînparary
gains ta titis continent front inflated prices
wltile it lasts, and aur praduets; are sold an
excited grasping mnark-ets of western Eu-
rope, but there wvill coule a reactian, aiid
just in proportion ta the inflation of %var
Uies will Le the depu essiaut 'v i ll 'I
follow. Such ailliirs like 'vater find tîtuir
owni love], ami like trater if forcud abat c
that level wltoî tltey recoe they cauttot
avoid going below it for a tinte. Soute
trade philasaphers accept it as ant axion,
tîtat contraction fallaws expansion as a
natural latv, whlich is as arbitary iii trade
as in aLlier spheres. Wite not indorsing
titis alleged axii, we belie% e it inay be
takeu as a gencral rule, subject ta about
the usual exceptions of sucli mIes, and
iniay bi, relied upon iniplkitely in refur.
cit.t. t war lîdlatioti. The, iinisery nd
wielîied tes ttlîicî it entails 'vili invari-
.ubly bring about a depressing reactiou
wltich 'vili tîtare thita Coliîîîtcrbalaîîcc ail
te gains of inflation. Titis may Le ap.

plied too iti the. case of prutit w, tItis con-
tinttt Lliroughl a tvar in Europe, for ii
Europe is aur caîitrol!iuig mtarke.t and by
iLs fluctuation aur trade prosperity gr
adivrsity is iteasurtud. 1jjury Lu tue
counrtry %% hkerç aur mnarke.t is, nicans itj ury
ta oursel'. s, unIt.ss vo hlave buiik ta that
depth 'of selfisltiess as ta believo titat
whîat iîîjurrs other people mnust benufit us.
This tîay Le fautad ta woik riglît ii otlier
spbuercs of lifu, althuuglb 'v doubt if such,
a principît. cati Le vt.rified un(ler aîîy cir-
cumstances, and ini trade it is unquestion.
abiy raU'en ta tîte core. Uc,4 tîtereforo,
tîtose wvlo are dopendaitt upon tradu liere,
as 'vell as in Europe wisli for peace and
prasperity cecrywhere. Witliout peace

tîtere eau La no rosit trade praspority, for
war anail traito are us much eneiis ns
lire sied 'vatpr.

CONFLICTING LRGISLATION.
lIt a cotifederation liko tlîat of Cantada

it ru(juiies itice jutdgineut te decido wiiat
slîoîld La te scopie of legislation for tue
central G4overnutient, and what siiould bo
lefL in tîto lands of the local or Prov.,neiai
Gaveriiiieiutz Error-s o!udgiitont iii titis
respect often cause serions and taîitaizing
complications, ami it is ta e fcazed tîtat
Cantada 'lias macla sucro tItan enougli of
tîtese during tae past ton years, anul deî
te comtplications iii lier case wvill yet

prove ta bc beyoud the cuntrofling power
of aur legislators.

In conutectiati witu the land question
Canadian statesinen have established thoe
aiîoialy o! controlling the lanuds of alto
province frota Ottawa, witbout go inuci

as cousulting Lte tvislîes of Lte people c!
tîtat piraviitce ia te matter, wlîile ail
otller provinces are allotved the coîttrai of
titeir own lands 'vîtiout te interfereice
of the central Governisnt Front sucli
an nnonialy complications umust arise, for
Lte duty aud aven the safoty and stabiiîy
of a confedleratiou depeuds upon its tieot
ing outjustîce alikeo ta ahl under its controi.

But aur Ottawva legislators in thseir
(lesiro for centralizitîg power have gonc
boyond aîuomaaly in soute inistances, and
landed int, tle nbsurd and even ludicrous.
1t 'would Le diffiient ta find a suore ludi.
craus piece of legislatiatu titan tlîe atteintpi
ta regulate Lte whlole lîquor traflie of tic
Doamunuon by. an Act o! te Pa'îanet
passed at Ottawa. Tite inost advaniced
tuatiotns af tbe tvorld !lave long aga eon.
cluded titat tItis voxed social question can
only Le regulated by local authority, and
have actecl upan tîte conîclustont. If titere-
fore nations of Europe, wii comprise ta
tîteir population auuly ane or two races of
people, and aie ecd soctally altinost a
unit tui taste-s and prejudîces, ]lave fouud
ut impossible ta regulate such a question
except by local contrai, what an absurdity
it is for Canada wîtlî iLs five saillions o!
peoplý o! mixed racs, colors and crecds
sprinklod over liaI! o! a continenit, aud
wutlî a climate and ailier conditions as
varied as iLs population, ta attempt. its
regulatian froin otue centralpoint. Yet
a little over a vear ago sncb an act 'vas
pa.ssed at Ottawa, and as mîiglit Le expec-_
tell ecd province. bas sincpu Lreatcd it as a.
piece of ornaiuental legislation, andi On-


