
THE COMMERCIAL.

SHELL BUILDINGS.
[t wiIl toko sevemi years yet te con-

vinco the people of Mantitoba, possessed
of surplus funds, of the folly of expect-
iuug enoratous returrus front their invest-
mionts, and a perioil of gcneral depres-
sien Nvill iii ail probability biu tte ti-st
thing Oiat vill carry geijeral coniction
upon tho snbjcct. The profits iii property
speculatioîts of the last twîo years have
te Soule extent <lcinoralize<l the so1i(l husi-
niess ideas of titis chass, ani liîon that
the chances of nuaking inoîey rapidly iii
that lino lire genc, there is ait eageriîess
te clutchi at everythiiîtg wltich holds eut
the promiise of profits of a speculatu'e
character in their extent.

This desire te lniake inoutey rapidly and
at great risk shows itself very plainly iii
tîte class of buildings wltich înany ]lave

crected oui prontinent thoreuglifares, aîtd

for îvhicii ransoit-like reuits are deuinded
on accouîît of thuir locatioun. [t is net
uncoînnion in titis city te fiuid a moere
sheli of a building, erectedl on a busi tss
strect, and the proprieter o! tîte sanie
nsking a i-cnt wlticIî uill returmi the 'full
cost o! building and presouit value of lot
(inflated ihtougli that înay be), iii two
years or ut tîte furthicrest tlîrce years.
Tite îvild speculative mania lias even -elle
furtlier tItan titis, for buildings o! tîte
cluss desdribed have been erected on
leased lots, when the ternt of lease did
not extend beyond twe o~r three years,
iliside o! -viîieli tintie the party coîtstruct-
iîîg oxpected to clear al] expenses o! bailli-
ing, rent of lot anti a lîoavy profit. A
glariug instance o! this class is te bo
found iii tito C. P. R Houso, which vas
burnied down soute ten days age. The
gronnd on wviit titis sîtelI of a structure
was buiît, M'as leaseul for two yoars at a
rentai of $1.50 a yoar. It was ruslied
up as huridly and as chîeaply as possible
ad when finislicd a ruinous i-cnt wIas
âsked and actually got for- the place. Tlîe
whoîe construction oxpenses uvere some-
where about $6,000, and the tii-st tenant
leaéed the house, (if tîte afFaL clesorved
snch' a nine), at $750 a meontît, just
$9,000 a year, or $2,850 moi-e for the
year's rent, than tha cost o! the building'
.and the rent of the lot. As nîight bie ex-
pectec; . cr fi-st tenant after tuvo miotths
occipaucy left the city rather hurridly,
leaving quite a nunîbor o! people aruxieus-
]y il tquiring after him, silice thon tue rent
bats -beéfi-npterially lowered, and the
irintiflQ and construictor has-not

ruado quite se large a profit az lie expeet.
cd. Tho presolît proprietors, wiIl no
doubt fel soinowhat roliovcd whien tln.y
reccivo thi"A,OOO0 for which flie building
wvas insured.

Now this building stood .)il Main Street,.
thiebest businiess thoroughfaro of Winnui-
peg, anisd e boing ail Uns.igltiy pile
of boards and shingles, wvas enae of the
iinost dangeous tire.traps titat coulci bc
locate(. iii tho hteurt of any city, as its
burning proved. Inside of seven inin-
utt-s fronît tic tii-st ci-y of firewas raised,
aiîd froin tho flrst snial blaze wvas percep-
table inside, thc llaies were rushing f ron
doors, windows and every aperture iii the
building. Such wvas the tintie takezi by
wvatch by a representative of TuîiOm ~ E1
CIAL, Who watclîed tie tire f ront its first
discovery and alarni. Tite efflorts of the
Fire Brigade wvere powerless te suve the
Johunston Bouse, a inuclt more substan-
tial structure adjoining,an<l oîîly their un-
ceasing enideavors, and the fact tîtat a
gap of a street cut off the fire te soute
extent, prevented otiier b>uildings fren
slîaring a sirnilar fate. It înust aise be
borne li nind tîtat this conflagration cost
two lives

Tiiere are nuinerous structures in W ni-
nipeg, of recent constructioîî,a-nost if neot
as great eyesorcs, equaily d.sngerous to,
both life and propcrty as fire-traps, aîîd
constructed for the saine greedy specu la-
,tive pu rposes. The erectioji of sucli is
flot cijuinal, for the reasen that ne lawv
as yet prevents tlieir being built, but the
parties who, do build thein, and wvitlî the
reckle.ssly greedy aiîns sve have describell
are nevertheless inorally criiiinials, and iii
connectien with the burnin ' of the C. P.
I. House it is <lficuit te sec lîew such
parties are inorally free freont guit in con-
nection with the deaths which ]lave i-e-
sulted.

Lat winter the city cou'îcil passed and
after:vrds recinded a by.Iaw inarking eut
a fire limtit. In the recinidiing of the
saine they wveze doubtless act.ing for what
they considered the best interests of the
city, and net te restrict building opera-
tiens on accounit of the scarciý;r of solid
building material. *This difficulty is now
obviated,as plenty of brick are in t «hle city.
The fixing of a 1lre limit; new cou Id net
be considered a hardship, and such action
would prevent any increase of the cvil
statcd. The cure would be only partial,
however, even wvhen thse fire liaut ordi-
nance was backed by other stris.t înen.s-

ni-es, aud,only a recogitiin by local cap-
italists iii gonleral, of tbn) fact, tlîat money
nmuet now lie mnade in a slower and more
mnetiiodical inituler tItan during the past
twe years, wvîll prevetit sucis dangerous
and flimisy structures being buit in
Winnipeg.

Wlnnulpog Wholesale Trade.

'flit tratie il% tIis brancli of business lias been
very littlc duîriig the wueek, anti ii goods for
sale uiriiig tlis senson itîrno8t notliing. A fow
cuîtters andi sliglis have beei despated te
country huues, bat nf. inpleilients liave beil
calîrd for. Sliipieîitt te country agents of
stock for spiig business lias coinienceul more
gciicrally, andi iili incrnuse rapidly dutring the
ne>xt few weeks. whtoiesalers atiticipate a. very
hivy <leianul for tiie8e goods.

tICIOTS AND SIIOLS.

lii tliese gootîs tlierc lins bCCn a alight rushi
durng tîne ieek, owisg te tie arrivai oý cer-
tain lines whîich liau -uit out iii the city. Tite
trade was priuîcipalhy iii rubbcr goods auid miade
qitt a lively fiish8 up te a vcry succesattil
seasoîts tradce. A 1uîli of about a înonth ie now
expected, aîîd îhriîîg tîtat ixîterval wholesaiers
%vill bo proparinig for a lueavy sprjffg trade,
itlijcl is the prosupect lit present.

CLeTtIIIN.

Trîî sanie dulihhuess conttinues ii titis brancil,
anti tiis unilul wcatlîer of the past week hiast cuit
shit any sorts orders tlîat miglit hàve been
expecteul. Orders for goocîs for spfingd1elivery
arc gettiîîg mîore iiîuuîîerous, but gooda for in-
inediate tise are nlot wanted. Wliolepale liouses
hîave a cotîsiderable portion of thteir spring
stocks now% nit transit te titis city,and some have
their rcpresentatives nlow ini easter n mrktts
fiisliuig plircliascs. Collections arm reported
reasoiîahly geood, auîd a feeling of confidience in
a gooci sprig bustuîess is geiteral among the
trade.

(ItOCHEItY ANI) LA* WARY.

The rush of business in titis line has coutiaued .
duriaig tîte past ivcck, anul wliolcsalers report
consiilerablc business doîag yet. The holiday
tracie is over, lîowever, andi a quiietness duriag
the next tew weeks is very likely te ensule.
Tite cleianul for staple goods is steady, aitul
promrises te keep the trade from falling inte, se-
tuai dullntess duriîîg tlîeyintcr. The territory
o! the tracle lias widened out very much duriag
tîte past two îiioaths, andi a good wholesale
business will itencefortît bc doue in this line,
wliicli tlireeîmonthes ago was offly ia ite infancy
iii the City.

DRY C001)&

There lias been a more hopeful feeling in tItis
Elle ùi business during the week thnau we re-
porteti il% our lt issue. Thiere hu betu vshort
revival of thet deînand for sorts, antt travellers
-%vit ]lave returneil fromi jounys report the
prospect of a very large spriug trade. --Naoue
of tint wholesale hanuses have receivedlany quan-
tity o! sprlng stock, but quite a nuraber of or-

2.50


