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ments will be as ineffectual as trying to
break stones with a lath, and if persisted
in will have the result of dvetting the
business from the wholesale men to their
customers. The trade to Avonmouth by
regular liners has opened up all this
pother for which steam has amongst its
other evils to be held responsible. In
London here where we have large weekly
auctions the market pottion of cargoes
have a channel of distribution open not
to be found at other places with the ex-
cephion of Liverpool. \When importers
limit their operations to retal lots on
wholesale terms, they cannot be surprised
at sellers endeavouring to maintain their
business on the old-fashion scale or as
nearas they possibly can. In fact, it is
rather 2 matter of surpiise to us that the
liberality is so large on the shipper’s side
asitis. Thirty or forty standards are now
shipped on f. 0. b. terms which a decade
since would not have been thought possi-
sible. ‘This is verv damaging to the large
importer, especially in Baluc goods, where
freshness is the great desideratum, but it
is certainly not a_healthy feature in the
Quebec trade with London, and even less
so to the outports. A pood uprise in
freights, with’ some bardening of the
money market, would not be altogether a
disadvantage, but tonnage and money
are unlikely to witness any failure in the
supply—a superabundance of both has
now become chronic—the benefits of which
are chiefly expenenced in other countrics.
Timber reports a decided improvement
in trade at Londoa and Liverpool, while
other ports have held their own and are
doing a fair business. From Australia we
learnthat no very active demand has been
shown during the past month, though a
fair volume of trade has been done with
prices stightly advanced.
HARDWOODS.

Toronto local dealers report hardwoods
dull and do not look for any immediate
improvement. At New York sales were
50 good during August so asto mark it as
the best month of the year. Pnces were
stiffer and the tendency 1s towards a
better market. In England an auction
sale of foreign hardwoods is reported at
good prices, though the classes of wood
sold were for the most part not such as
are produced in Canada.

SHINGLES.

The market for shingles continues dull
and flat.  Hemlocks' sell well in Cleve-
land and Pittsburg, but red cedars are
more in demand than any others. )

FREE TRADE IN LUMBER.

The Buffalo Lumber World has this to
say respecting the lumber trade between
Canada and the United States :

*Up to date nosingle observer has been
able to point an: a single benefit enjoyed
in the United States as the outcome of
free trade in lumber.  On the other hand,
there is nota single important market in
the United States that has not been more
or less hurt by the increasing inflow of
Canadian lumber since the new tariff be-
Ban toapesate.  Even the Southem pro-
ducers are complaining that their markets
in the north are cither closed 1o them, or
reduced, or made unprofitable by the
large quantitics of Canadian lumber that
arc thrown into them. Canadian pro-
ducers point out that it is not Canadians
who are glutng the United States mar-
kets, but Americans, who have bought

forest areas in Canada and are now rush-
ing the work of clearing them m order to
take advantage of the free market. The
Canadrans insist that it is unwise to strip
Canada of forest in any circumstances,
and that under prevailing condutions it is
simply wasting Canadian resources with-
out securing any profit to Canada. It
will not be at all surprising to find, a year
or two in the future, that the demand for
the restoration of duties on imported lum-
ber i the United States will be matched
by an equal demandin Canada for the
reimposition of export duties and the res-
toration of customs regulations that will

stop the present unprofitable deforestation -

of Canada.”

PROBABILITIES AS TO LUMBER PRICES.

The probabilities as 1o lumber prices in
the future are thus referred to by the
Northwestern Lumberman: Al lumber
producers earnestly desire a risc of prices.
For two years they have been struggling
under the influence of restncted demand
and prices so low as to yield but little
profit under the most favorable circum.
stances, and none at all in the majority of
instances. Now that there is a larger re-
quirement and a promise of still further
increase, it is the general expectation that
prices will advance. That the extreme
demoralization prevailing up to midsuam-
mer has passed there cannot be much
doubt. But it is yet a question as to
whether values prevailing prior to the de-
pression which began in the summer of
1893 will be wholly restored within a year,
or whetherthey will recur in several years.

There are sagacious lumbermen who
still predict that it will be a long time be-
fore we shall again see a maiket suffi-
ciently large and urgent to force prices up
to the gauge of the late eighties and
1891-92. They base this conclusion on
the tendency to manufacture ton much
lumber forthe consumptive requirement,
They point to the rapid augmentation of
the mill output n the south and on the
north Pacific coast, with no appreciable
abatement in the old white and Norway
pine field, as a reason for their position.
While there has been a shrinkage of out-
put 1n lower Michigan districts because
pine over large areas has been cut off,
the mills in the Saginaw valley and along
the Buron shore contnue to run on logs
rafted from Canada ; the output in upper
Michigan, the Green Bay district, northern
Wisconsin, upper Mississippi region and
northern Minnesota still rolls up billions
of feet. Though the average quality is
becoming poorer by reason of a prepond-
erance of Norway and the coarser, smaller
growths of soft pine as the center of pro-
duction moves into regions further west,
the total keeps well up toward that of the
greatest ever tumned out. It is probable
that should another year of urgent and
widespread demand come, mill output of
all sorts would swell to an aggregate near-
lv equalto that of years late in the cighties.
There will be renewed energy in clearing
lands of logs, turming them into lumber
and putting product on the market, as an
effort to make up for lost time dunng the
depression.  The new fields in northern
Minncsota will be worked as never before.
The hemlack supply, heretofore to -« de-
gree neglected, will be drawn upon to
keep the mills runaing, so that the quan-
tity of common building lumber will be
maintained in full.  Of course the rate of
production will diminish after the passage

of a few years, but we cannot count on
that for the near future. There will be a
gradual falling offin the quantity of goed,
soft pine, Norway, and an increase of
hemlock, with considerable tamarack
thrown in to bother the joist and scant-
ling market.

In the meantime southern product will
become a tidal wave. That source of
supply isin the incipiency of development.
Stumpage rnd mills are coming into
strong hands. An cvidence of this has
been seen this season in the organization
of mill operators, who have thus been able
to lift prices out of a protracted state of
demoralization and place them on a solid
basis from which it seems impossible to
dislodge them by any effort on the part of
middlemen or consumers. This advance
of prices has been accompanied by such
a nse of demand as to fill the mills with
orders far in advance of their capacity to
cut lumber required. The yellow pine
mill business has entered on a perod of
prosperity which promises to create a class
of so-called lumber barons in the south
as rich and powerful as are the pine oper-
ators of the north. This means a vast
promotion of the yellow pine industry,
until the product of southern mills shalt
perhaps equal that of those in the three
pine states of the north. The result of
this will be to keep the markets of tne
country full of lumber. And though yel.
low pine producers will doubtless succeed
in pushing up prices so far as to afford
them reasonable profit in manufacture,
they stiil have a wide margin in which to
work before the value of their output will
lack the safely competitive element when
coming in contact with northern pine.
This is especially true of lumber better
than common.

Turning to the Pacific coast we catch
the view of another tidal wave of product
coming over the mountains. The barrier
of freight rates is still too high to permit
the deluge to overflow, but it will not al-
ways rema‘n thus. Coast lamber in any
event will capture a large share of the
market west of Missouri river, and event-
uilly eastward of that stream. Gradual-
ly it will usurp a place all over the northern
states. Indeed a considerable quantity
of fir, spruce and cedar is being distribut-
ed in all the northern states in the form
of flooring, siding, house trim and car-
building material. The trnde in these
specials is growiny, while coast cedar
shingles have well-nigh driven pine
shiagles out of the northwestern ficld,
and has seriously invaded the market for
white cedar.

The pushing of hardwood lumber in the
south and in Michigan, Wisconsin and
Minnesota is having an importent bearing
on the building material supply. Inin-
terior finishing the demand for hardwood
is rapidly on the mcrease.

Thus we arrive at the conclusion that
therc is prospect of a copious supply of
building woods for several years to come.

Yet the believers in continuous low prices
may be mistaken. The demand in the
country at large is growing as well as the
facilitiesforproducinglumber. Itispossible
that with another succession of prosper-
ous years may come a requirement that
will putin the shade any that has gone
before, and that under such a stimulus
prices may be forced upward to a degree
not now cven surmised by the more
sanguine of operators in lumber,

BUSINESS DIFFICULTIES AND CHANGES,

The Dominion Keyboard and At Woui
Mfg. Co., which cuntrolled one of the large .
industries at Toronto Junction has assigned
The business is an old” established one having
formetly been carried on by Wagner, Zeidler .
Co. The failure is attributed to excessit.
competition. The Molsons Bunk, the Masses-
Harris Company, and Smith & Sons, arcamony
the principal creditors.

FIRES.

R. D. Patterson's plaining null, Winmpey..
was damaged about $5000 by fire. Cover!
by insurance.

Davidson & Hay, lumbermen, had theu
store at Cnche Bay destroycd by fire last week.
The loss was $3,000.

Fire was discovered about 11. 30 ¢n the night
of Sept. 4th in Mickie, Dyment & Sons shingle
mill yard at Gravenhunst.  About 8,000,000
shingles were destroyed.

A fire broke out in a slab pile at Keewatin
Lumber Compau;’s establishment at Keewatin
recently, but was fo:tunately got under conteal
before it saread to the mill. Look out fur
sparks in the yard.

The lumber yard and millof A. L. Hurtubise
& Bro,, at the village of Hurwubise, on the .
A R., 2 mile and a half west of Casselman,
have been completely wiped out by fire, The
loss is glneed at $35,000, halfof which 1,
covered by insurance.

SHIPPING MATTERS.

The ss Parisian took from Quebec for Liver-
pool, Aug. 31st., 8,825 deals and boards, con-
signed by R. Cox & Co.

The schooner J. D. Marshal is loading
600,000 feet of lumber from Graham, Home o
Co.’s mill, Fort William, which it will take to
Chicago.

Last week the shipments from St. John, N.
B., comprised 3,000,000 feet of long lumber,
1,700,000 shingles, 1,500,000 laths and Soo
cords of wood,

During August there was shi‘pp«l from the
Duluth xfocks 42,000,000 feet of lumber, most
of which went to Jower lake ports.  There are
yet from 30,000,000 to 40,000,000 feet on the
docks sold, which will be subject to the ad
vanced freight rates.

The ss Nessinore, took from Quebec for
Liverpool, Aug 31, the following : 1,300 bdis
staves by Canadian Pacific Railway; 3,070
deals, by J. Burstall & Co.; 14,990 deals, 3
330 ends, by Dobell, Beckett & Co.; 21,152
deals, etc., by Watson & Todd.

The following shipments from the port of
Montreal were made during the weck ending
9th Sept..  Memphis, 2,490 picce deals, 1
Liverpool ; Lake Vinnipeg, 23,006 deals, 1,
Liverpool ; Leotia, 11,702 deals, to Hamburg;
Assaye, 55,657 deals, 1,308 pieces ash and eln.,
to London.

G. T. Morris & Co., have chartered three
vessels to go to Cutler in the Spanish river
district, Ontario, to carry lumber from the
Cutler & Savidge Lumber” Company’s mill t
Chicago. It will consist of bomids and strips
and picce stuff. The same comission hous
will reciive considemble lumber from that
Georgian Bay Point this scason.

LUMBER FREIGHT RATES.

Lustnrr freght rates for pine on the Grand Trunn
Railway have been made a ixture, as below., Cfany
intended change due notice will be given lumbermen,

General instructions in shiipin;: by Grand Trunk are
embodied in these words in the tariff schedule: On lun..
ber in carloads, minimum weiﬁht, 30,000 1bs. per car,
unless the marked apacity of the @ar be less, in which
case the marked capacity (but not less than 24,000 lbe)
will be charyed, and must not be exceeded, Should it
be impracticable to load certain descriptions of light
lumber up 10 30,000 Ibs. 20 the car, then the actual
weizht only will be charged for, but not less than 23
o000 lts, e rates on lumber in the 1aniff will not te
higher from an intermediate point on the atraight run
than from the first named point beyond, tothe amedes
tination, For instance, the rates from Tara or Her
worth to Guelph, Brampton, Westnn or Toronto, woul
not be hizher than the specific rtes named frem Wiar-
ton to the same pointe. The rates from Cargiil and
Southampton to points eaxt of Listowel and south
and west of Stratford will be the same as from
Kincardine, but in 00 case are higher rates to le
df!mc#' than as per mileage table published on pages
of tanff,

Ratex from leading lumber points on pine and other

oftwood lumber, shingles, etc. are as follows: From
Glencaim, Creemore, Aurom, b:rr_le and othey points
in wp B to Toronto, 634c; Collmgwood, Penetan,.
Coldwazer, \\'aubauxhcne, Sturgeor: Bay, Victoria Hare
bor, Midland, Fenclon Falls, Longford, Gravenhus-t
and other points in group C, 1o Toronto, 6%4:.; Brac,
bridgeto Toronto 7e.i Utterson, Huntaville, Naver
Fmsdale, Katrine to Toronto, 734¢.; Burk's Falls Ber-
ricdale and Sundrilge, to oronto, 8a.; South ﬁl\_tr.
P v and_Callender to t0, 9C.: Nipissiry
{\unnion and Norh Bay, 1cc. Rate from Godenics,
Xincardine and Wiarton {0 Torunto, 63¢c. Theserates
are per 1001bs, Rates from Toronto ¢ast to_ Relleville
are 734¢. per 100 1bs.t to Deseronto, gc.; to Brockville
and Prescott, 10¢.5 to Montreal and ttawa, 13¢.  The




