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[Deceynpen 7, 1875

1.a8T Tuesday being St Axvrew’s Day,
gons of Scotin dil hatnr to the day by a |
procession to St. Andiev's Church, where '
an cloquent and impressive sermon iwas
preached by the Rov. Mr. Gunvoy, Pastor of
tho Church and Chaplain to the Jociety. In
the ovening a grand banquet and ball was
beld in the Union Uouse, the President, Dr.
GraxT, presiding.  On the tonst of Her Ma-

jesty's Ministers being given by the Chair-

man, X
Hoon. Mr. Mackeazin, Prewer 1esponded, '
and was recetved with ivud applause,  He
said :=Mr.President, ladies,and gentlemen,
—I have nodoubt most of the ladus and a
considerable proportion of the geutlemen
presentdesire that I shuuld Le Lrief, snd as
1 understand we are linnted to twelve ming
tes each, I promise you not to trespass upon
the prescribed hwits. Asoune of Her Majes:
ty's Mimisters for tlus Culuny, 1 am very
much obliged fur the m.avurin which you
have received the toast just proposed, and
although 1 cannot reply tor tho advisers of
our Sovereign in her own peculiar howme, 1
still vonture to say that varticular toast will
be drunk m every part of the Briush Eoipire
with as much enthusiasm as that of the Local
Miuisters. (Hear, hear.) [tis a proud and
happy circumstance in this country, at a
mecung hike the present, corapused chiefly
of Scotchmen, Scutenwomen, and their
friends, that we gather, far from the shores
that gave birth to ourselves or our foro-
tatbere,under the shadow of the British flag
—the Unwun Jack ol England, Scotland,
snl lreland, with ber Mnayesty's Red Coats
upon every si-le of us (Cheers.) A few years
agzo a very sigatficant portion of the peo-
plo of Canada, and I hopo as nsigoificant a
proporuon of the people on the other sude
~ of the Atlantic,were foohing tothe severance
of the Mother country frum the culonies s a
matterof course, and only a mtter of time.
There has been within the last vearortwo, |
am happy to say, a great change in public
o;qn10n1n Eagland upon that subject. I can
scarcely call the caunction of tho theory of
severance inCanadaa greatchange,therewere
82 few who ever enterwined it (Hear, hear.)
We know thac now the beart of the entire
pation 1s sound apon the quastion, and
where the doctrine of separation but 2 short
time ago grew and finunished, thero are very |
few who think of 1t, but a great majornity aro
at once in favour of umting still $rmer the
bonds that hold togetter all the portions of
the carth that own our Sovereigu’s sway.
(Cheers.) I was gratified beyond wmeasuro
wher o few daysago, I read, as 1 bhave no
doubs you ali have read, that excellent
speech delivered at Edinburgh by one of
tho foremost Liberals of great Britain—one
of Mr, Gladstone's late colleagues in the
British Government—tho Right Lion. W. E.-
Forster - inwhich be referred at length and
with so much force to the Colonial Question.
Some of that school of British politicians to
which the lugkt Iion. gentlemen belongs
were for some time supp «se i to look rather
askance upon the colontes and colonists,
be'eving it twas not in tho interests of the
Ewpire that the connection should bo pro-
lioged indetinitely. Tho speech to which 1
have alluded is a practical renunciation on
their behalf, I take it of their peculiar views,
Wo know it is not the opiwnton of Her Ma.
jesty's advisers in Great Britin that the
colonies should tsko to tbenelres a separ-
ate existence. Noone desires more carnestly

tho continuance of that connceuon than the
Right Hon. the Secietury of Stato {ur the
colonies, and that all his colleagaes sharo

have no reason todoubt. (Cheers.) Ihave
already referred to the speech of Mr. Fores.
ter, snd I may add that it cannot be other-
wise than gratifying to fiad hun, one of the
greatest of British statesmen, taking that
high and patriotic aud reassuring ground
shich be took in his speech at Edinburgh,
(Hear, hear.) May we not hope, sir, that
thero is no gentleman iu public life possess-
ed of any influence, possessed of any cha:
racter, who will give utteranco to or enter:
tain other sentiments than those expressed
by him upon that occasion, snd carried into
actunl proctice by lHer Majesty’s present
government in Evgland ? (Hear, hear.) May
we not hope, too, that there shall be no
doubt as to the intimacy of the relationsbip
to be rnaintained between the English
speaking people now forming tho PEritish
Ewmpire aud the Crown and person of Her
Majesty, and all her successors to the end of
tume ? {Loud and prolonged cheering.) It
15 2 grand and glonuus thing to reflect upon
that these Eugiish speaking poople, planted
in such numbers all over the world, cio be
umrted by one firm and lasting bond, at any
rate, which will always keep their hopes and
aspirations in one direction, and that the
Sovereign of Great Britain mll continue tc
presido over, guard and guide their desti-
nies, oven if they are themselves scattered
over the entire tace of the globe ; while their
very existence will be » guaranteo not only
for the peace of nations, but for the progress
of civilization and enlightenment over the
wholo-surface of the earth. (Cheers ) And,
sir, itis the proudest position that Great
Britamn coald occupy,-so far as the relations
of men with each other are concarned, that
the overshadowing power and influence
which she has long possessed in giving shape
to the destinies aud relations of nations, are
always exercised with a view to the ameli-
oration of the condition of mankind—that
she hus the wiil as well as the power to
maintain in a great measure the peace of the
rest of the world—and that prosperity,peace
and contentment have followed her flag all
over the earth upon whatever soil it has
ever been planted. (Loud Cheers.) May
its march of trinmph never be interrupted,
until it shall becomo the one absorbiog and
{mm:rful instrumentality in the baunds of
>rovidence for the prevention of war, the
extenston of commerce, and the promotion
of the aris of peace. (Cheers.) 1 feel it
very proud w0 bave it 1n my power, asa
member of Her Majesty's Government in
this country, to assure you that to whatever
extent tho Adounistration of which I have
the honor to be a momber may hiave in their
power, they will contribute to the rearing of
this political cairn—if I may use that Scor-
tish term upon this occasion—which will be
tho mwst conspicuous moaument to the
bonour of humanity that has ever been
erected or cver cin be. (Cheers.) As
Scotchmen, while ever loyal to the genti-
meots which the memories of our native
country engender, and while at meeting of
this kind craving permission to speak in
terms of culogy ot 1ts excellence as we speak
of no other, let us nover forget thatin the
commuuity 1n which we move we formbut a
small portion of the whole—n community
which conf{ains within its borders, and all
upon equal terms as the subjects of our
Queen, poople of almost cvery nationality
under the sun—but especialfy the people of
Eagland and Ireland, whose numbers largely
excced our own.  While, therefore, we re:
member with gratitude the land of our birth,
whilo our hearts ate fired with the warmest
patriotism when its history and its heroes

the |very cordially his viows in that respect we| that we have greater duties and responsibili:

ties, not of a sectional Lut of a national
character, and that we ought to devote our

solves faithfully and honestly to tho tesk of
creating and upholding in Canada a Cana

giun spirit, >anadian sentimeut, and Cana-

dian enthusizsm—1n short, a apitit of natior.
ality always British,but stiliCanadian. (Loud
Cheers.) Anything that Her Majesty's pre.
sent Ministers in Canada can do to prowmote
thezo national sentiments will be choerfully
and willingly done, and with a zeal and ear
nestness which, I hope, canno! be excelled
by any who may be our successors, (Hear,

hear.) I sincerely trust that this, ono of the
highest duties devolving upon the Govern

meunt of this country, anil the preservation
of harmony with the imperial auth rities,
will be kept steadily in view, and that all
other British Colonies, in whatever quarter
of the globe situated, will unite with us iu
pursuing a policy which will be for the bene

fit and the glory of the whole. (Cheers.)
The pattiotism of the British peopls and
Government will always be with us, and wa
in turn hope always to reside under the
shadow of that grand old flaig—at once the
symbol of power and civilizition.  R:st as-
sured, sir, all that can be done by the Im-
perial Government for the advancement of
tha Colonics, will be done.  Of course wo
have our own duties to perform, nnd our
own share of responsibility to bear. The
British colonies are rapidly approaching in
population the number of the Mother Coun

try, entirely exclusive ol English spoaking
residents in India, and the time will proba

bly soon como when they will be the more
powerful, It is to be hoped they willalway,
be found ready to Jdo all in their power for
the promotion of the interests of the great
nation from which they sprung and to which
thoy owe allegiance. 1 can scarcely forbear
giving utterance to those sentiments because
Jd know they are tho expression of the aspi

rations which animate the groat body—
might I not say tho whole 2—of the Canadian
people. (Cheers) They will find—indeed
hwve found—a ro:dy respouse in this audi
ence, and in my heart of hea:ts, I believo
that their cultivation would le«d to national
consolidation, national power, and nationat
wealth; that while benefiting ourselves. wo
should benefit our fcllow creatures on other
partsof ths earth’s surface. I had the plea
sure of visiting iy native countryduriog tho
year, and of conversinz persanally with Her
Majesty the Queen, and I can assure you it
was with a feeliog of reverence [ enjoyed
that high privilege, for of all the Monarchs
who have ever roigned, either over this or
any other people, none has belter deserved
that loyalty and love sokeartily manifested
by all hersubjects to our yood Queen Victo
ria. (Cheers.) Iamsure weall carnestly
wish that she may long bo spared to exert
her beneficent influence and the wise super:

-vision sbe has always exercised over her vat

empirc. (Loud cheers.) I am much obliged,
Mr. President,for your kindness in drinking
to Her Majestys Ministers, and [ hope they
will always be worthy of the trust reposed
wlthem. (Loud and prolonged cheering.)
The Cuaimaiax next proposed the “‘Army
and Navy and Canadfan Volunteers.'
AMajor-General Swyrn responded. Mo
1

said
Mr. Presidont, ladies and gentlemen.

thank you heartily for associating me with
tho toast which you have bren kind enough
to drink. It his been iny plessing duty to
respond fortho Ariny and Navysomo scores
of times in various porticae of the threo
othor quarlers of the globe,though I believe
this is the first timo I have had the honour

are recalied to our minds, let us remember

to do so in this tho fourth though onoof tho



