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THE BIBLE CLASS.

PAUL'S FOURTH MISSIONARY JOURNEY.
{For Ocl, 23th.—=Selections frum 1 Timathy and 1itus.®)
uY FRILIP A, NORDKLL, DD,

The abrupt termination of the beok of Acts las led to many
attampted explanstions. A very probable reason aseumes that Luke
coutemplated writing & third treatise, contizuing the apostolic
history frem the first Roman imprisonmert gi Paul.  The assump
tion tee® he wrote no more because he knew no more in regard to
Paul is incredible, if he outlived him, and this he must have done if
the Gaspel and the Acta were written, a8 soems most probable,
within the decade after the destruction of Jerusalem. That oue
who had ** traced the course of all things accurately from the first
should leave his friend Theophilus with an usfinished narrative is
not what might be expected. Ist the abeence, however, of such a
continuation the student of I'aut’s life must be content to gather
what information he ¢an from other sources. Fortunately he is not
left in total dutkness.

PACLS LETTRES TO TIMOTRY AND 11TC4.

T.etters purporting to have been written by Paul, twoto Timothy

and ane 1o Titus, survive and are preserved in the New Testament

The genuine of these letters has, however, been more
sharply questioned than of any other of T'aul's writings If he was
not Viberated from his first Roman imjirisonment, their spuriousness
most be conceded, since they mention traveles for which it is impros-
sible 1o find & place in the previous kistory recorded by Luke. But
50 clear is the Pauline style of these letters, 80 far above the reach
af any secand century imitator is their moral and spiritual tove, that
the Church has gladly accepted them as genuioe relics of Paul's
wrinistry.  But this acceptance involves the necenity of supposing
that he was liberated when his first trial came on in Rome, and that
several yoars were devoteil 10 missionary work, after which he was
again atrested, sent as a prisoner to Rome, suffered a scvere
imprisonment during which he wrote the vecond letter to Timothy,
and then crowned his Ife of heroic service for Christ with a martyr's
death

FAULS JUURNEYS AFTER HIS RRLEASK

“The data for constructing a complete and reliable itineracy of
feaul‘s fourth missiouary journey are not at hand. Ia the Epistles
to Timothy and Titus he mentions being in several places.  Lut the
precise order in whizh he visited them is largely a matter of conjec
wre. His resquest to I'hilemeon to prepare him a lodging indicates’
not only & finn conviction that his trial would jesue in his release
Lut also a fixed delotmination to procecd at once to the churches in
audl arsund Epliesus, of which that at Colosse, 'hilemon’s home,
wanone. At Eplicsus he found many moral and doctrinal dieorders,
which reyqu red mere time for adjustment than he could give. In
e position of peril aud respounsibility he left his beloved Timotby,
haping svon to reiura from Macedoni l'etained lovger than ke
expeeied he sent Timotky a letier of instruction concerniug the work
ecommittod 1o him, About this time he also visited Crete. \Whether
the churchies planted there were the {ruit of his own labors or
existeit before he came is not clear.  Here he left Titus, committieg
10 his charge » wotk in some respecta similac to that of Timothy at
Ephesus, and requiriug analogous instructions which were embodied
in aletter. Whether Paul realized lia long-cherished hope of carry-
ing the Gospel av far west as Spein is uncertain. This period of
liberation acems to hate been one of inceresant moverrent among the
churches and of intenee activity in strengtheming them for impend.
ing triale and agaivat the unhealthy crop of .eresies which were
springing up on every haud.

TUR CHORCH AND 178 OFFICERS
Tt 1'astaral Epistles treat with noueusl fulness (uestions per

taming to the arganiztion af the Christian Church. Writing to
Tanothy V'sul defined the origin and purpoee of the Church in the
momorable wards, ** tlie Church of the living God, the pillar and
goound of the truth.” Ualike the tewiple of 1hana, under whoee
alind s Timothy Inbnred, The Church was a divine institution, not
bk by humnan hands, but composed of a spititual commusity of
hiving beltevers in a living God. Ita purpose was 1o serve a8 &
atlar or anpgport of that body of revealed truth which God has made
faown 10 men  Yven as the mawive mof of Diana's temple was
supporicd by one hundred and twenty-seven columns sixty feet in
height, each one the giflt of a kivg. “Their strength was such as to
prunise eniluring stalilily to the temple of whith they formed a
pare ; yet all liave fallon, the very site of the majeatic temple having
teean Jnst for centuries. 1ut the Church, though assailed by innum-
ommble focs, and ivjuted by thoss who have profe..ed to be its
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<A Exposition of Leeson 43 in The Bidle Study Usson  wnday
School Lessons ou **The Thres Grers Aposties. ™

friends, stands more solid from sge to sge as the divine upholder of
truth in the world:

1ts officers must b worthy of their sacred trust. Bishops wece
still overseers, or pastors, of single local churches. The term had
not. yet developed the hierarchical seuse possessed by it siuice the
latter part of the second century. In general the officers of the
church must be *¢ without reproach.” A teacher of pure morality
must himeelf be & man of pure morsle, He who would pluck out &
moat from & brother's eye cannot carry a beam in hisowneye. His
domestic relations must not be a scsndal to the Church. In his
persons] habite and conduct he must exemplify the Gospel of peace,
of self-rostraint, of liberality, and of kindness. He must not allow
men to suspect that his Christian zeal is stimulated by a grovelling
love of pecuniary gais. With all these qualifications he must com.
bine a power to present truth to men in such s manner as to win
them from sin to righteousnces. The moral qualifications of bishope
were substantially those required also of deacons and d 2008,
They must be serious in deportment, and free from avarice, intem-
perate desires, sud obeeqjuiousness. They all should remember that
in a special sense they represent Christ before the world, and that
the sucoess of their ministry depends on the fidelity with which they
reflect His image.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lyxssox 1V.—=Pati. Berone Kisc dcrra.—Oer. 24
{Aects xxvi. 19-32.)

Gornex Trxr—* Whosoever therefore shall confess me defore
men, him will I confess aleo before iy Father which in in heaven.”
—Matt. x. 32

Tinz axv Prack—A. D. (0, Comrea.

1xTronUCTIoN—While Paul was in the custody of the Romaa
governor, Feliz, his cass was deferred from time to time by this
cotrupt oflicial with the hope that his prisoner would seek his
{reedom by the payment of money, hut failing of this, whes, after
Lwo years, he waa succeeded in the office of governor by Porcine
Festus, he left I'aul bound. The enemies of 1'anl at once approached
the new governor, askiog that 1'sul might be brought up to Joeu-
salem and there tried, intending in the event of his comseat to liein
wait and kill him, Rut Festus refused, and appoisted a time for
hearing the case at Casarea, and when 1'aul was brought before
him, and it was proposed that he should be seat to Jerumlem for
trial, aul appealed unto Civsar, that is, demanded that hie caee
should be heard by the emperor at Rome. As he was a Roman
citizen the governor could do no otherwise than graat hie request.
While waiting a favorable opportunity 10 send his prisewcr ta Rome,

Cestus received a visit from King Agripps and Bervice. Paal's
cave was mentioned to the king and he expressed a desire to hear
him. Our lessan gives us in part his address before the king.

VErex v Versk—14, * Agrippa.—Kwng Agripps was Herod
Agripps 11.. son of Herod Agrippa who alew James and imprisoned
Peter; and the grandeos of Hered the Great. * The heavenly
vision.”—The vision which ’aul zaw at the time of his conversiem.

20, * Damascus.” The city where V'aul was baptized and pro-
fesned the Christian faith, the oldest. city of the wurld, one hundred
and thirty miles Dorthesst of Jerusalem. 4 Jerssalem—Judea—
Gentiles."—This gives an outline of 1'aul’s labors in the Gospel up
to thia date. ;

21. * For these causes.”—That is, becanse of his doctrines and
hia zeal in teaching them.  * Caught me in the temple.” —Raeferring
to his arrest two years before.

23, ¢ Continue unto this day.”"—His work of preaching was
continved even whils he was a priscoer. ** Swal! and great."—
Kvery rank of society. * Which the prophets and Mosss did say.”
He taught nothing that was mot taught in the prophecies of the (U]
Testament Scriptures.

2%, ** That Cariet.”—The Messiah promised in the Scriptures.
** Show light unto the people."—Thatis, to thie Jews. Gentilea”
—All other nations but the Jews.

24. ** Festus.’—The Roman governor. * Much learning doth
make thee mad.“=I'aul's tcachings scemed to Festcs 3o wateason-
ab'e and wild that he could only regerd them as the words of &
madman.

9%, * The king knoweth.”— Agripps was s Jew, and 3o familiar
with the prophecice of the Scriptures. ** Thae thivgs.”"—Thefacta
of Christ's life anud death. ** Not done in a cormer.”—The facta
wera well known 2o all the people of lsrael.

25, * Almost thou persuadest me tv be a Christian.”"—Meny
regard theee worde as haviag been spokca ironically, but we prefer
1o regard them as sxprening the feeling of the moment.

24, ** Except these bouds."—Referring to the chaine with which
lin was bouwnd.




