Provressor CHristLIEB, of Bonn, has been
visiting Scotland.  He reeords the gratifving
fact that in Germany, where, a generation ago,

there was a comparatively small pereentace of

evangelieal preachers, about seventy per cent.
of the pastors may now he said to be evangeli-
cal. There were many things in Germany
which earnest men could not but deplore, such
as the sad want of Sabbath observance, and
the lack of anything like general attendance
at public worship in such cities as Berlin.
There is too great a tendeney to see only the
evils that exist, and a want of knowledge and
appreciation of the hopeful indications that
are to be met with, thongh not heard of, at
hotels frequented by travellers, and to be
known only by those who themselves mingle
with the more carnest classes of the peoplo
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recant anyihing. T simply stop denying, and
wait for more licht.”

We would not make too miuch of these ex-
tracts, but they are signiticant of the husk-like
character of \"’ll()\tl(‘hnl when the hunory
soul would hun fill itself therewith. M-
over, the frankness of these utterances is in-
structive.  Here is a man of undoubted
ahility, of broad culture, high position and
attractive eloquence. Yet, after twenty years
of ecarnest and determined labour, we meet

"the frank confession concerning all his teach-

In connection with this may be noted the
case of Rev. O. B. Frothingham, of Jersey :

C'ity, who for many years has been a leader
in the “Free Religious Movement,” even Uni-
tariasism being too narrow for the liberty he
desired.  Mr. Frothingham is a man of un-
blemished reputation and acknowledged at-
tainments. Two years ago he started on a

European tour, and on roturnmrr declined to |
occupy & broad pulpit again, confz ssing mean- -

time he can ascend no othe We quote a few

of his ¢ nfessions to a representative of a:
"tion and value to their citations as evidence

New York paper:—

mental vision in a disquiciing wi
drift of free-thought teaching was unquestlon-
ably towards a dead materialism, which I have

abhorred as deeply as any Ev an(reh(.al clergy- . 0 ;
Y Y gy i psychology and ethies, giving better founda-

man | know.”

“ When [ left New York for Europe, T be-
lieved and said that I might take up my work
as pastor of an independent church when I
got hack.

nut do it.
did. *

* The creeds of to-day do not seem in my
eves to be so wholly groundless as they were
then; and while I believe that the next hun-
dred years will see great changes in them, T
do not think they are destined “to (hsappem‘
To sum up the whole matter, the work which |

I would not be able to teach as I
* * *

“One fact began to loom up bt,fore m) . for the original text.

ing that it “appears to lead to nothing" and
may have been grounded on mistaken pre-
mises !’

TuE following, from the Boston Congrega-
tionalist (with a few verbal alterations), has
some very simple but important and practical
truths, indicating the line upon which the
free churches m'w safely travel :—

No wise man can deny or ignore that there
has been a great driftin “the common theology
of the churches. It could not be otherwise.
Knowledge has advanced, Hebrew and Greek
are better known than three hundred years ago,
more codices have come to light, more ancicnt
versions, while an enlarged acquamtance with
the Greek and Latin tathors adds diserimina-

Besides this, physieal
seience has advanced, so that whatever side-
light shines upon spiritual truth from the
natural world is more clear, exact and apposite
than of old.  Progress has been effeeted in

_tion for the subject as to what man really is

“in his springs of action and sources of respon-

sibility ; and in what sense and to what de-

“gree an infinitely just God must necessarily
1 may as well say now that I could :

estimate him and exact serviee from him. All
these things together combine to put vs in
possession of a truer understanding of the
Divine nature; which nature must ever be
the fundamental fact and starting-point in all
our theclogy, whether looking Godward or
manward.

In the face of these facts, to suppose that all
the minute, exact and speeific theological hy-

I have been doing appears to lead to nothing, | potheses, statements, and proof- texts which

and may have heen grounded upon mistaken
premises ; therdore, it is better to stop.

satisfied  and odlhul our fathers of two or

But | even of onc hundred years avso, may and ought

I do not want to give the impression that I | to as tully satisfy and edify us, is to assume



