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Pio'Vssoi 'i iisTIiiiiý,of 1Sonn, lia., I eon
vi'îtiîgScola<l. iHe records tile grati fý.n

tact tibat in ( ermîatv, wvlîere, a gc!Ierat io afro,
tlwrie wit,4 atC1 ý)maiiit i vely simal Il)eclt of'

CrLl. Iliere wveri, many things in Germai-
wliiche earnest meculId not but dci dore, sîîch

the~ lack of aiiything like general fttteii(aiice
at publie wvorship in sîîch cities fi,> Berl in.

Ilceis too gIreat a tendeney to see <>nly the
(,\ils tlîat exist, and a want of knowledge and
app reciation of the liopeful indications thU.t
are to be met witb, though not heard of, art
hotels fre(liente1 ly travellers, and to be
known only by those who theiiiselves mingle
with the more earne.mit cla-sses of the peop)le.

Ini c-mnnection with this înay be noted the
case of Rev. 0. B. Frothingham, of Jersey
City, wlio for many years bîas been a leader
ini the "Free Religious Mo)vetierit," even Uni-
tariasisîn being too narrow for the liberty lie
desired. Mr. Frothinghiain is a ixian of un-
blernished reputation and acknowledg(edl at-
tainienti. Two years ago hie started on a
European tour, and on returning, (ecline(l to
occuipy a broad puilpit again, conf-cssing, mean-
tintîe lie cati ascend no other. 'Ne quote afew
of* bis c tifessions to a representative of a
New York paper :

"One fact began to looni up before mîy
miental vi'sion iiu a disquie.ingr wa y-tliat the
drift of free-thoughit teaching ivas uinquestion-
ai >dy towards a dead iaterialisîn, wlîich Il bave
alîhorred as dlee 1 ly as any Evangelical clergy-
nian I kiow."

-W'len 1 left New York for Europe, 1 be-
lieved and sai(1 t.iat I ighfIt take up miv work
as pa.stor of an independent clîurch wlien 1
«ut 1,acl. 1 muay as wvell say now that I coul
iiot (lu it. 1 would not be able to teacli as 1

The creeds o'f to-day (10 not seemi in îîiy
cee to be so wholly grotindless a.,; thety were
tlien ; andi xvhle 1 b.elieve thiat the next bun-
(lrc(I years wvill sue great changes ini themî, 1
dlo not thîmîk tlîey are destined ýnto dîsappear.
rlo suiti Up the wvlvle niatter, the work wvbich
1 liave l)een doiiig appears h, lead (o naof/ting,
anîd mîay have heen grouinded uipon mnistaken
prenises - therefore, it is butter to stol). But
1 do not want to give the impression that 1

recant anv'ýlî,n g. 1 sýii)vtop)senig and

We' wold flot iiîake too iiîcli of tlîîý-e çc-
tracts, but fil--> aresîgniîheaît of the luklk
character ofi Agîiost icisni wbetî the lii ie.rV
SOUIl womi il in fil] it.seit thercevîtl. N(il'(*-
over, thîe j'ri nkue'so <i tiestteraîîces i n-
struictive. Ilere is a inait of in<ltii<te(l
aldlitv, oF lroadl cul ture, hîghl Position and
attractive eloqiience. Yet, after twcntv vears
of carîîcst and deteriniI labour, WV îîîeet
the frank confessionî (omierning ail] bis teacli-
i ng that it " (!/pl'a rs to le'ml Io ?ioth i :"and
uîiay have been griouindlel on i'itaken pre-
mises.

THE following, froni the Boston Go-nrcqa-
tion4aist (with a few verbal alterations), bas.
sonie very simiple but important an(d practical
truitbs, indicatiîîg the lin e uîion which the
free chutrches may sately travel

No xvise marn cati denv or ignore that tbere
bas been a great (drif t in the comîînon theobogy
of the churches. It coul not be otherwvise.
Knowledgre bas advanced, Hebrew and (reek
are better known than three htindred vuars ago,
more co(lices have corne to ligbt, nmore anc-ient
versions, while -in enlarged acquaintance m-ith
the (Ireek ani Latin fathers abîs discrimina-
tion and value to tlîeir citations as evidience

frthe original text. Besides tlîis, physical
science lias advanîced, so tliat Nwliatever side-
liglit shines tîpon spiritual trutlî frein the
natutral world is more clear, exact andl apposite
tlîan of ol. Prouî'csýs lias beemi efeted in
psy clîology and etlîics, givigbterfuîa
tion for thie sublect as tu wliat mîan really is
in bis springs of action andl sources ot riesi'on-
sibility ;amnd in wliat sense ani to %vlîat (le-
grce an iiinîtelv just God imst iecessarily
estîmate liiinî anîd exact service froiîî iîî. Al
tliese thîig-s togyetmer combîine to put u's in
possesiof of a trtier îiîderstanding of the
Divine nature ; wliich nature niust ever be
the f -undamiieiîtal fact and startinig-poiîit ini al]
ouLr tbeology, w-hetlîer lookiiîg Godward or
iîanm'ard.

Iii the 1fitce of these facts, to suppose tliat ail
thîe minîiute, exact and spceitie thoologîcal Il--
potheses, stateniits, andi 1 moof-teýxt.s whieh
satistied and edîfiel oîîr fathers ot twvo or

eýveni of one lîumîdred ycars ago, illay anîd ouight
to as fully satisfy and e(lify u-,, is to assumne


