
A DIiFICULTL BUS1NESS.

iiiuity-tlie task, naniely, of' filling a clîureli and saving souls in the face of
sucli a standing antagonismn, sucli a standing nuisance, as tiiese old shecep or
young. shecep arc to the whiule coinnunity! Evýery liiilure, cvery emipty pew,
evcry case of defection frin the ranks is laid to tlîis puor sinnier's charge. île
lackis talent, or lie does not visit, or his serînons are toc long or tuo short
(thougli the latter is selduin conplaincd uf iii thesc tiînes, fur lîomoopathiy is
the dose wanted now a days), or sonicthing cîse is the iatter withi lh ; at
ail eventslie it is, aîid no one cisc, wlio is imade rcspoî1sible fur ail the l'ailures
thiat have occurrcd in the chiurclh froin the very first day until now.

Yoni inay speakc and write as long as you please aga;nst PUIMATOitY, but
here it 15 now, palpably, visibly existent aniongy us; amn )ng us P>rotestants,
aînongr us Methodists, scorcliing one poor boul witli its bot flaines fromn day
to day, and that soul is the Ilpastor's.> lIe is chiained tc, a block of granite,
his hiands mnanacled, bis tongtic tied, bis lips parchied, ar.d the ruockeries of
withered, salted hypocrites arc constautly ringing iii bis c.irs: "tiire is noth-
inig doing, no souls savcd, no inecase of congregation; wo are going to the
dogrs, and inust soon slîut up our church doors>' '1alk of saving souls in
sucli relations! Salvation is a million miles away front sucli a church. No
ininister eati savo souls in it. No angoel could. Jesus Christ hirnsclf could
niot until it repented and did its first works. The first elenients of achristian
chiirch are ivanting, in it-love, unity, co-operatien, zeal-all gone; and here,
iii thiis wilderness of thisties, "the pastor" is expected to inake a, garden
likoc the garden of' the Lord. Poor soul!1 poor mnanacled, gricved and
îzorrow strieken man! Wa think you now of a contract to break a thousanul
tons of stone to inend the public highiways! or clearing and log"g(ing up a
winidfall, or a job of providing stovowood for tho ncxt season for a wholo
parish ? Would it not ho heaven upon eartli to your iniisorablo lot?

And, after al], WC do net know but WC ministers deservo the purgratory ive
sonietinies gyet into. Mr. have been se, afraid of losing a umbr especially
if hoe hc rich, so afraid of a -Ildocrcase"--aud thero is 50 rnuch, corruption iii
ail tite churchi, that soute of tbemn will lure to their fold any scoundrel Who
unay leave or ho expclled freni another chureh, so only they oan weaken a
rival and strengthien thenîiselves-thiat WC arc afraid of applying discipline, We
are afraid of dealing witi nien aecordinig te, their works, and thuùs mîen bocone,
hiardenied in their sins. Tlîeir backislidings are flot healod. They biang about
tie neck of the cliurch likec a nilîstone, and that for ycars, and the only virtue
%vliel a, iinister eaui exorcise under sucli circunistances is the virtue of
exercising patience, and rctiring as soon as lie eau frouu sucli -an uncongenial
field.

Nowl wo thiiuk it is about tinie to iakec a stand in sonie of these cases. It
is about tinte to have "la strikze;" about tiue to have a swarrni; about Litue
to turn eut the drontes, or te lot thoni leavo tho hivo and lot tho becs swarm.
l>aint'ul as tho proccss iiglit ho, We do not know of a process that would
lionor God mocre, or restoreliealthi to soin dying churches, than to soparate
tlie procious froiu the vile, to say to tic dronos, IlYou cat our houey and
you briuîg noue. «You sting and dovour the becs, and stand in the way of
aIl revival and ail advance. The cluurch stands before the conimuuuity as
lJearing thle iii ropute wlîich your deadness, forumality and carnality fix upon
it, and WC want you cither te îuoend or go."' Tho tliing miust ho done sooner
or later, and wlîy not have it donc now? Twouty or thirty poople whoso
iloarts and souis arc eue, wlîo are zealous, devoted and sQif*sacrificingý, arc

Worth hundrcds iii whoun these qualitios are wanting. If this cannot bo doue


