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Mien, for about a weck, thicy nearly all disappeared. On the niglit of
FcbruarY 7th, snoW fell heavily, and on the Sth great numbers af thcni
appearcd again in, an(l around the city. Thcy now fê largely on the
Mountain Ashi berrnes, and for thrce or four days xvere almiost as coniiio-n
in the suburban strccts as thc 11nglishi Sparrow.

This would bc, accordirig ta Air. Mý,cllvraitli's observations, thc returiu
journey af the main body of the mi-grants. Most of them had left by
Fcbruary thc iotli, the vcry day on wvhicli the advance guard reached
Hamilton.

Some werc scen at Lamne Park on Fcbruary i 5th, and flocks wvere
occasiorially scen near Toronto until the middle of May, but noue af
them, as fras I liave hecard, remained ta breed in this district.

Specimens wvcre taken in M1ontireal at -,.lc cnd of January', and on
February 5th. This is just the tine, during which, thcy wverc absent
from Toronto.

TIIEIR AI'PlE.AZANCE IN THE STATES.

lu1 the 1890 edition of the Birds of Pennsylvania, "Mr. WVarren says
that thcy first appearcd iii that Statc on Decemnber 17th, i S89, and single
birds, aiid smnall flocks, wcrc sccn until the middle af April, uSgo. One
flock, hiowever, of about iorty, rcmaincd at 'Montoursvill 1ycoming Co.,
until the bcginingii af May.

Early in April, says an observer, tliey appeared rcsttcss, and on April
3oth hiad separatcd into pairs. and seecd likcly ta build thcrc, but ivcre
disturbcd by a gunner, and ail left on May i ith.

Thicy wvere first seu in Newv Hamipshire on JantuarY 4 tlh; ini Massa-
chusetts January Stix; but are flot rcarded i Connecticut until the end
of February. They sem ta liave entered the Neiv 1Englland States vitz
the north shore of Lake Ontario, and remairncd iii thein until the end of
Mardi.

TIIE CAUSE 0F MIGRATION.

Sir Charles Lyell, in the passages already quoted, gives two causes for
their irregular migrations, viz., an unusual increase in nurnbers, and an
unusual scarcity oi food.

GOur Dr. Brodie thinks that the migrations ai the Pine Grosbeak are
often caused by the freczing of rain an the forces where the birds usuatly
obtain food. Everthing being then coated wvith ice, it is difficult for
them either ta perch on the branches, or procure seeds, and they camne
south for food.
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