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]?RAY ON I
BY ItEV. THEODORE L. OUYLER.

[II God is the Zeicarder of those Nvhio diligently
seekc mutl."]

Hi~IS sinîgle precious promnise is linked with
1 oery libor of love, %vitlî tvery act of obecli-

diiL-e, and every CilèCtual. prayer. Giod rewardst
labor, and ciery pastor preaches 1-lis Gospel
message, eveî-y mission tiltool teaclier teaclies
bis or hier class, and every conseitot ios parent
titis the -ýoil of lier chujdrwu's hearts, ini tliis simle
faith.

God re-wai-ds obedience, Every bloxv of Noalî's
Jîannîer on the arkc was an audli ble proof of bis
belief that God %vould bc as ;ud as li is word.
God rewards sincere îprayer in all cases whvlere
the conduct of thie.petitiotter proves thiat the
prayer is sincere. Ask and ye slial receive,
seek aud ye shalh find, lcnioekz and it shall be
opeiied unto you." On these promnises the
Chiristian plants bis kznees wbien lie hows iii fer-
vent supplication. -

Buit oh, to %vhat long trials we are often sub.
jeeted, -%vlen our 1-leavenly Fathier -%vouId test
our faith, or else would strengthien our faiLli by
its owin exercise!1 Christ kept the Syrophienician
mother at armn's length to try the inea-.,ure of lier
faiLli. Slie wvon lier case, and lier Master's ap-
proval. Hier tucces-, lias encoaraged millions of
mother's and of -%vives to press their suit, ut the
throne of grace.

"I rayer," snid. Phillips Brook-s, Ilis not con-
q nering God's reluctance, but talzing lhold upon
God's wiHîîies. Jli oldin'- baclz of thle
blessing is of Len a blessiîîg in itsà~, for it tests
faith, deepenls iuniffity, aîîd produces a subînis-
sAive spirit. The Matrtinjunction to us is
*to pray aud niot t0 fîîint," i.e., tiot f0 turn cowv-

ard or lose heart. I-le, does not forbid us to
wrestle or to, agonize. %vlien the objeet for which
we are praying is as dear f0 us as life itself.

".The grief that weiglis me down," said a
Christian miotiier, «'1. the fact that of niy six-
childreni, flot one of thern loves Jesus. I arn lef t
alonie." But slie made lier daily life an attrac-
tion towards Christ, and kept on prayiîîg. riive
of the daugliters wvere couverted during a power-
fuI revival. IlNowv, mother," said one of thîem,
"'let -us have a day of prayer for our unawvakened
sister." They did se, and very soon the hast
bolted heart opened to0 thle kniockîing Saviaur."
"The vietory that overcame wvas faith."
Several years ago a godiy woinan in my church

becanie very anxious for lier husband's conver-
sion. Slie sornetimes talkzed with itan about his
soul-never scoldingly or ini a hectoring fashion.
IL was ber habit to, conduet family wvorship, and
lier husband always attcnded tue service 'very
respectfully. One Sunday morning she deter-
mmcnd to spend the wlhole day iin praver for lier
tusband, without sayîng ai.ything t6hirm about
it. Slie did so, and thie womian of Canauan neyer
laid hold on the MaI.ster Nvith more importunity.

The next norning lier liuý,baxîd came aitd took
tlic Bible out of bier biauds, aîid very tenderly
said to, lier, "Dearie, you have reud this book
long enougli to us, now- let mue read it.'" N-e did
so, while sIte listened wvith a sort of dazed de-
light. On thbe folloiving morning lie ilWered
prayer hiniseif, and at the îîext coinmunion
season lie united with our cliurch. The gond
womnan prayed wvith lier lips, and -%vith bier life
also, and she Ildid not faint." She believed in
,iral1r and that is more thanl thouisands of good
people do, wbo tal vcry piously, anîd yet live
and pact iu perfect, contradiction fo every ci't
prayer t.hey offer.

I kniow Nveli thle se-vere strain that is often put
upoii tlîe faiLli of parents as w~ell as of pastors.
Probably mîor-e than one Chiristian wifc is read-
ing tlîis article, wvhose heart is otten boived
doiva to tlie dust on accoint of tlîe contiziued
iiiupeiîitence of thtat, husbaid. -o is more thiat
haif of lier own life. To ail sueh I would say.
J>ray on! Neyer gîve hiiii uii. 'Wlien 3 au sit
eiloiie at the coinnmîniion table, suiidered frorn
ii wbi*omn your soul loveth, plead for Lim as a

woinaiî s heart only eail tunY. ICeep hie conver-
sion before you as perseveringly as, in yeax-s
genle by, Cyrus W. Field ke ~before bis muîd's
eye flic acconiplislirnîit, <5f bis ocean tetegmaph
enterprise.

Not only aski God to convert your liusband, but
shape vour life and con(luct aso to lîeip conuvert
himi. 'Your prayers %vihl miot likzely avail rnuch, if
you eontradiet themn -vith 3ouî- îepuilsive con-
dluet, or ill temnper, or fi-ivolons 1jehav-iour. Doii't
a'ý;k God, to, lead vour hnsband tovai-ds tîte
Cross, aîîd tIen stanid in lus %vay. I don*t bie-
lieve that God ever grants a prayer to which we
give the lie by our d aily conduet. lf you ivant
yourbiusband oryour son converted, theni live for
?tcircoiversion. Not onty pray foi- thein, but
draw tim -ith the silkzen basrof your affec-
tion, and stremgtlîen that wvith flic attraction of
a swe-et-te-npered, consistent life. Practice a
hîoly tact.

If youî- busband is more ready to lîcar thie
Gospel message in some other clîurdl tn -you.
own, don't ciuarrel witli hinu: go -%vlere lie is
hikzely to receive a blessing. Watclî tbe leadings
of Providence and the motions of his hleurt, and
tben co-operate witlî tie Holy Spirit.

I could naine moi-e titan one godty -wife in my
churcI wvhose prayers for thteir liusbaiuds-con-
tinued throngli niamy years-were answcercd by
the conversion of those itien iu the sick rons
fromn vhich tlîey -%vent home to tîcaven.

?ray oti tîten, ye loving ý%vives and ye faitlitul
motiiers and ye earîîest teachers!1 Pray on -%Nitli
the iniporturnity of love and tîte eloqu ence of a
winsome life. 'Whio cati tell howv soon it mnay ho
said to you, "'Womaii, great is tliy faith - be it
lLflto thec as flou wilt!1"

T.RY INDIVIDUAL WORK.

~N every congregatiou there are souls -who have
trbeen tarrying at flic tlîreshold, for a long

timT«é. They are moral, fhoughtful and earnest,
but not religlous. They have not hitherto been
rnoved f0, cousecrate thernselves to, Christ by the
public services of the churci, cither ordinary or
extraordinary. 'Wha, remains to, be done for
thein yet ?

We tiare an answer in three words : TrJ per-
sonalicor-k. Go to, them, af ter diligent effort to,
put yourself iu workzing mood, and after assur-
ing yourself that, you are in toucli with hlm wlo,
alone ean "'give the increase." Seek a fitting
season, and fendcrly, praye-fully, anixiouslIy, lay
before thern -your sense of their duty au d their
danger. Seek fo get tlie approval of theirjudg-
n-ent, and te alhy yourself wifh tîteir conscience.
Withi tact, Nvith delicate consideration. in ftie
sp)irit of Christ,, in eamrnestniess of soul, deal wvith
f hein as you would wvaiit soîne courageous and
faithful man or w-oman to, deai '%vith you. iii
sim-ilar straits. Moreovcr, put the burden of
personal w-ork -upon hialf a- score or more of
others around you. Get thern f0 go out affer
oth rs.

Try it, brother pastor. Victory will follow,
¶flte services of tlic sanctuary ahone often failto
brilig meni atud wvoxîen to chrit ; supplemient
fil esc services %vith iindividuai work.-Sel.


