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fariners, lIt is desired to, point theseout as the true catis..s'of the Iack
of mninerai development in this district and te, suggest, a remedy.

Others give as the causes the depending ýon a foreign market for
our ores, extravagance and bad mantigrement, with qn ill àidvised expen-
diture, cf too niuch money on the surface, before the mine is developpd.
in depth, or to untru'e and glowing pr *omises, of .11 millioni of tons of ore
in sight " on the part of promoters of a new enterprise. There is no
doubt that in some catses, these causes have beIped to close the en-'
terprise and deter others fromi embarking in a similar mine or
property.

lIn Nova Scotia, Newfoandland and British Columbia, the Crown,
or Provincial Goverrnxent, ewns the minerais, and issues licences to
parties desiring to open and work mines, and ini tbese- Provinces the
]business of mining is largely and paost successfully carried on. lIn
Q uebec and Ontario the minerais are at present. sold along with the
soil, and the birth right and portion of the explorer, prospector or
mainer, is thus given to the fariner, or, stili worse, tû the specuilator ini
mining lands, and these sons of toil'have te beg for terms from, the
raiserly fariner, or independent and extortionate land owner or specu-
lator. Miuingy lands have been sold in this way during, the last forty
or fifty y*cars in Quebec* and Ontario; sonxe few, it is true, are being
*woikcd, but the great majority of the most valuable mining lands and
mines are in the hiands of Épeculators, or of parties -%vho will not work
themn, and who ask for the mines and preperties an exhorbitant price
ehould an intending purchaser approach tbem.

This state cf affairs, or the act of the Local Legisiators selling the
minerais, înstead of giving a lease or license, and compelling the owner
te work the mine or qunrrýy, or have it revert te, the Go4'ernment, or
exacting a lowv rent, or royalty, -nder such leaie or ,license, from the
.profits derived from, working thei mine, is the cause of so nany valtiable
properties beiûg locked up, as it wvere, and development retardecl, and
the min-ing industry does not receive the attention it would, if these
muining'laiids remained in the hands of the Government. lIn pr'oof of
this niay be înentioned' the vast amount of. minerai 'land held by com-
panies an~d speculators; in the Lake district and in eastern Ontario alone
the area thus held anlounits te, many mAillions of acres of the best minerai


