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have n ot.hiesitated to, scal withi their blood thle truthi of
her doctrines. " Whenever it is resol'ved,"» says Monta-
leinbert elsewvhereý to strike at the heart of religion, it
is always the Religious Orders that receive the first
blows." How can Cathiolies refuse the tribute of their
love and respect to those bodies of men and woiineni
active and contemnplative, who, have done, and are stili
doing, so iinnch for God's Church ?

An examnple wvill Gliww us how inconsisteiit we are.
We grow enthusiastie over the disinterestedness andf
bravery of the volur.teer who groes to filht for bis
sovereign in a foreign land. Our good wvishes fol1owv im
beyond the ocean. iEvery item (>f news of his doings oni
the field of battie is read with palpitating interest:
every deed of valor is heralded withi frantie cheers;- a
vast empire is proud of imi. If lie fails a monument is
raised to, perpetuate his meinory.

No one blamnes this entlusiasm. Lt is the secret of
great deeds and deserves our respect and admiratimn.
But are Catholics too exacting wvhen they ask t'le les-,er
tribute of respect and love, be these neyer so platonie,
for the soldiers xvho are enrclled in the armies of the
King of kings; for those mnen and wonien who leave homie
and kindred, not for a few months, but forever; \vhio

suifer hunger, thirst and fatigue, miot once or twice
in a passing skirmishi, but for years ; whose lives -ire
one long, rude campaign ; for those whio work flot to
gain provinces, nor to, capture towns but to save * sofls
for hecaven and for eternity ? Wlien we look at the fi i ic-
tions of the Orders in this lighit, are not the voluntcers
of Christ just as deserving of praise as the soldiers cf a
queen ?

And stili while the latter are thle lieroi..s of the hiotr


