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passed a more agreeable or satisfaclory cvening.  Colonel Love was
the soul of the party, and intused his animation into all around him. g

Being desirous of comnunicating the ealicst intelligence of the
Windsor ufluir to Sir John Colborne, [ applied for and obtained per-
snission to convey the despatehes from Sir George,  Furnished with
these, I left ‘Toronto for Kingston in the armed steamer Traveller,
but, the day of my arrival ul this last place being Sunday, there was
no immediate conveyance downwards, and I was compol‘ed to wait
nearly twenty hours before [ could seswne my journey. To make,
ane agreeable compensation for this delay, I had the pleasure b¢ din-
ing with the agreeable family of the Town Major Fitzgerald, an old
soldier who had scen much service, and who well knew how to ex-
ercise the hospitality of “auld lnug syne.”  Decrly, and with the
inefluble gusto of a counoisseur, diﬁ he Jove his glass of port wine,
and nothing disconcerted hitm so tnuch as to see his guest commit
the sin of neglecting to put the stopper in the decanter when the
wine remained with him. Heis gone, peace to his inemory.

My delay in Kingston was fatal to the object for which T had re-
quested to be entinsted with the despatches.  Captain Arthur, the
son and Aide-de-Carp of Sir George, and {o whom I have already
alluded, had also given me a note for Colonel Dundas, commanding
at Kingston, couveying to him the substance of the intelligenced
contained in the despatches, and, as I subsequently understood from]
Major Fitzgerald, that officer had immediately sent off an eapress
from himself to Sic John Colborne. Pressing my arrangements for
departure, [ got into the mail about four o’clock on Monday morn-
ing, the weather being bitterly cold. Some snow had fallen within
a day or two, hut this was so partial for the first ten miles of the]
road ont of Kingston, that the bumping upon the frozen ruts and}
the uncovered rocks was as good a substitute for the punishment of,
puigatory as well could be” imagined, This distance passed, the
snow became deeper, and the roads consequently better, while my¥
persuasions with the driver were so effectual, that when we had got
about two thirds of the way down to Montreal, 1 found that the ex-
4}:ress (which, as there were many relays on the road, had been

requently changed) was little more than half an hour in advance
of me. I confess I'was extremely desirous of anticipating Colonel
Dundas? communication, and therefore 1 “ged the driverstorenewedg
exertion. There was no lack of incliration or of the whip on their.
%arls; but such were the execrable arrangements of the Post-Office
epattment, that the delay in delivering the mails was great be-
yond credibility. The smaller the hamlct too, the mo-e protracted
was the period of exchange. At Brockville, Prescott, and Corn-,
wall, we experienced little comparative detention, but I remarked
that wherever we stopped at a pitiful village where an apology for
a post-office had been established, and in which there were not
half a dozen houses, or rather cabins, altogether, the delay was in-§
variably greater and more disproportionate, It seemed to me that
they must have been in the practice, as they opened the bags, of|
emplying them of their contents and feeding their curiosity, by,
loo}(ing at the superscription of every lelter, if not of examining the X8
newspapers for the latest intelligence. I was annoyed beyond mea-
sure on two or three accasions, for although I told these officials
calling themselves postmasters that I was charged with important
jmpcxs for Sir John Colborne which admitted not of delay in the de-
ivery, nay, although my name appeared on the way-billin the cha-§
racter of a bearer of Despatches, there was not the slightest disposi-%
tion manifested to depart fiom their accustomed system ; and indeed 8
the only thing I found efficient was a threat toreport the unnecessary g
detention of the mail to the heads of the Post-Office Department.
Not less than five hours of the time occupied in the route from¥
Kingston to Montreal—altogether performed in forty—iwere consum-
ed in the way 1 have described; and indeed this very journcy
formed the basis of 2 communication to the Post-Office Cominis-
sioners which I subsequently, at their request, addressed to them,
and which appears in pages 47, 48, and 49 of the « Post-Office En.g
quiry for Biitish North America.”

Thwarted and baulked as I was by these village past-masters,§
it may be presnmed I did not gain much on the express.—He was
always half an hour before me, and when I at 18ngth arrived ing
Montreal, about 9 o’clock on Tuesday evening, and jumping from
the sleigh, hastened to Goverminent House, I {found that my news
had been hall an hour anticipated by the communication from
Colonel Dundas.  This, although not unexpected, was mortifying3
enough, for I had taken all possible trouble inthe matter, and hady
barne with the obstacles offered to my rapidity of progress in any
other than a spirit of philosophy. 1 c.\'p}nincd the cause of myg
detention to Sir John, throwing the whole blame, of course, upong

fiioad, by persevering in the guilty and disreputable course.
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summary course pursned b{; Colonel Prince, (this I think was not
atluded 1o in the despatch, but communicated from myself,) it was
obvious!y his impression that the severity exercised by that officer
wonld—putting aside all considerations of propriety or humanity—
have g direet tendency to cheek the infamous spirit of brigandage
which had been manifested to such an alarming extent, by the
more reckless citizens of the United States.  From the aftuir of
Windsor, we adverted to that of Prescott, and I natumlly re~
capitulated the circumstances of the interview I had had on my
way up with the leader, Von Schoultz,—following up the account
\vilin an euloguim on the wilitary skill { thought be had displayed
in the selection, as o place of temporary defence, of the Wind-
mill.

Sir John however expresszed a differeut opinion, quoting, in sups
port, the fuct of the mill being within the range of the guns of the
Fort at Prescott, and the building itself so construeted as not to ad-

Bnit of uffensive operations being carried on from it, while the stone

houses by which it was surrounded, instead of affording cover to
the besieged, would i forced (asthey necessarily must be in tho
end,) bis converted into shelter fortheir assnilants,  This was cer-
tainly potting the matter in a new Jight.  The objections offered
by the gallant veteran were such as could not well be refuted
had the Windmill actually been swithin effective range of, and
sommanded by the guns of Fort Wellington, and had it been the
object or design of the invaders simply to entrench themselves
and fortify the position.  Butneither of these were the facts, aud I
ventured to point aut to Sir John that, as the Windinill had been
almost unharmed by the shot thrown against it, at almost musket
range, from the steamers which had conveyed the troo;)s from
Kineston, it was not likely that metal fiom gunsof even a heavier
calibre would have made much impression upon it if thrown
(tom so great a distance as the Fort at Prescott; aud, thut, more=
over Von Schoultz had not expecfed to be in the conntry more
thau twelve hours without having such an accession of force as
would render a pogition of defence unnccessary. Then again,
their near proximity to the river afforded the brizauds every
facility for obtaining supplies and reinfurcements from Ogdens-
bure—an American town nearly opposite—under cover of the
larkness of the night, or, if unsuccessful in the object of the in-
vasion, for effecting their escape. L

Sir John was not at all inclined to be convinced of the solidity
of my argument, nor did he abandon his own original impression.
I had not, of course, the presumption or vanity to put my military
experience and judgment in competition with that of so das-

htinguished a soldier, but nevestheless I could not think I'was

wrong in ascribing to Von Schoultz a good deal of military tact in
the selection he had made of a place of landing, where he was not
subject to the disadvantage of fighting lus way to a position ; but
where, on the contrary, ke found one ulready formed to his hands
without woving fifty yards to occupy it.* .

One astounding piece of information I received from Sir John

B Colborne on this occasion, and while alluding casnally to the dis-

ribution of the troops along the frontier—particularly to the ex-~
travrdinary desertions which were daily taking place in the 15th

BRegiment stationed at St.John?’s, and in astate of utter disorguniza-

tion. It was this—that from the close of the last war with the
United States in 1813, up to the period at which he was speaking,
not less than five thoasand men had deserted from the several

@i3iitish corps serving in Canada! I scarcely thought I heard a~

right, but when I put the question to him, Sir Joha repeated the
number.  What an army of deserters to be sure ! end who could
have imagined the British soldier to be so wanting in honor and

Iprinciple I But, while on the sulject of detertion, I must not
Moverdook facts which have come to my kuowledze through other

oflicial channels, and which every commaunding ofticer bringing

Bhis men to Canada should transcribe from this volume into the

regimental order book.

The three principal posts in Upper Canada from which deser-
tions wake place, are Amherstburgh, Niagara, and Kingston.  The
Sdth and 89th Regiments lost a great many men from the former

¥rarrison 5 and the43rd-the gallant and crack 43rd-were, while oc-

cupying Drummondville, neartheFalls of Niagara, so much infect-
cd by the mania—a wania which is repented almost _as soon as
indulged in—that Colonel Booth, the then commanding officer
of the regiment, has been kuown to shed tears before his men,

Reonjuring them not to continue to bring disgrace on themselves

and npon him who had shared their glories and dangers from boly\'-
t

the Dost Office. He saw that I was annoyed and disappointed,@Kingston, however, the facilities for saining the American shore

and [ presame with a view of putting moe in good humounr withig . | C
fdesertion.  The 1thy 23nd, and 24th, lost, during the period ot
ftheir being quartered there,a vast proportion of their strength,
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myself, observed that, after all, the despatch happened not 1o beg
of a nuture that made its early deliveiy to him a matter of very,
wuch importance.

The noxt day 1 dined at Government House, and as Sir John
did me the honor to request me 1o 1ake my seat next to bim, we
had full leisure when the conversation turned on the subject, 104

to enter upon the condition of Upper Canada. Ie s:emed to be§

"

of opinion, (and this proved to be correct,) that the Iute atiempt of§
the sympathizers, at Windsor, wonld be found to be their lasty

affort, for althongh ho.did not absolutely express his sensc of thefyct withn his reach.

are =0 many, that this post may be said to be the head quarters for

* It has Leen asseited by some that his original intention wos to have seircd upon

Bancth ¢ windmill ar Maitlaod, some six or ecvea miles abova Prescott, where equal

ndvantnges were not offered to him 3 nnd by others, that the fart at Prescott atself was

Ruis olject.  But, that he had heen forled in his vicw, 1n contequenco of lus versels being

carricd by the current lower down tho river than hicexpected, when the aletm Laviog

[lhcen givca, ho was compeiled to thraw himself into the postion he actually did occup{.
cle

"hug may, or snay not be tho case, hut if it was 20, it In no way derogates Stnmn his de

Jejon oudmalitary tact.  Itis when the plans of nn ablo Jeader are discncerted by influ-

nces over winch ho can bave no control, that he profits most by thess imcans which are
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