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NATUtA L H ISTORY.
THE SQUIRREL.

N~atural Ilistary, (by wvii we menu ait
'CcUtof the diffcreuttproductiosufnasture,
Fbether they belong ta tise animîal, tie veget-
ble> or te iiterai kissgdarn,> ks a very pica-
kht, as well as usefut study : we intend,
lerefare, cantinuing ta give in every saut»-
er cf aur littie paper. a short piece under
bis head.
Tise squirrel is about the size ai a sînai

rabitit, wiîls sisarter esirs, assd a beautiful

[ i sh taji, %vih spreads like a fai, aid,

It isavery be'autiful asad gzlitle ltile animai.»\tts food consists of fruits, iluts, ansi
aôoýas; and it iscleanly, active> aîîd inus-
trious,-just as all boys, and girls, aiid
uses, and avan, sisouid be.

If bves cbiefly on trees, andi jumps avitit
lausrrsagaciiîyfrasn ane brandi ta aisotier.

t does nal, iîowever, iraste ail ils tinse
ini Jumpinsg and skippissg, aisc sittinsg ls
pretty attitudes; but itisa very prîsdent7and
thoughtful ansimsal, a-id il takes care ta col-
et a, sas Ply af provisionîs iii tise autuiî

which àtiays by againtus tie ie ai %visiter,
wisen it can fiîd noa foodi.

It builds ils neat ini trees, just ivîsere tise
large branches begisi ta iurk aif isulo smali
Qume: Liais isest is bc.iIt avils noss, ancd tig,
ansd dry leaves: tiese tise ciever littie aimil
bilids togetiser ivitls grent art, sa as ta asake
a safe sheiter ag.&aislsîte aveatiser. Itileaa'es
Ossly asmall opsniig at tie top; and even
thss it secures by a sort af ccuverilig, os- sus-
brella, pointed sametiiig like a sugar fonat'wiih keeps off'alI tise isîsît front te sies.-
Here tise ansimsal fissds a siselter for itseli asîc
dits youtig frrtti the staruns afi vîsstcr, aud
ftomi tise hot rays ofitessus iii sumner. Sec
how titis little aiuiisaal teacîtes lss forcîtitoht
ad casuiris'astce. and gond mianaigemntîl
ad there is scarcely ais niaI 1 i th vorlul
tat would tiot,-iaa'e avese but wise cîsaugi
ta see ta iL

In» Laplasid, ansd tise large forcsts ta-
9 tise isortis, tise squirreis are obsers'ed

b change their hiabitatiaon, ancd ta rersuove,
ri V.astiustînbers, front anc counstry ta ausaîher.
'auetirnes, tiioasands af tOients are sen ta-

%eîiser trzvelling directly farwyard, wvilist,
Piellscr rocks, iarests, isar ather Iiiidrausccs
canl stop tient :-a goaci lessois foi ais ait ta
be dii<rcsiî astd pueuseverisig and îlot ta be
easiiyfrightelseil by difflcislîics.

lIien thesquirrels meet iviiis braad rivers,
orcexteive jak-es, Llsey take a verv extraor-
dinary netiiad of crossiug thlera.. Upois ap-
Piaaching tise batiks, and pcrceiving tise
bréadth of the water, they retursi, as if byr oan consent, iluto the nciglsbouring for..

est, cucli ini seircis of a picce af bark, wivisii
anscir ai tie pîrposes of boats for %vaftittg

thises aver. Vieus tise îs'ole coansty is
ready, they boldiy cositi their finie ileet
ta tisewaves ; every sqttirr'd sttsisg ftls
oîvn piece of'bark, aimd fantuitg tise air %vithi
its tait ta drive tise vesse1 tu ils clestreci port.
In tisismansser they susietisies cross laikes
severai msiles broad: but it saînetinies isaiji

pesî ia asuddess gnst a wid oversets Isle
wvlsoie isavy, ausd tisere is a ivreck oi' two' or
three tisousaîsd sail. Oit sueit occasions~,
tise Lapiatîders gather up tise deaci budies,
«as tiîey are tisroivit oit 5htore, cat tise flesh,
aîsd sel ile skin-c f'or aboî-c a siliiiîs a
dozn.

ASTiRO N (MY.

riicre are other bodies iii the Solar Sys-
tcm, besicles tisose wve hîave alreadv des-
eribed, eniied i <mss. They g,-iecrliy aps-
pear like Stars, w itis long tuils, or trains of'
light. 'ihey soinetisies coule very isear thp
Sun, anîd soiînetilles renio'e front flint» to a
greater distance titan Saturi. No brandi
of Astroîîomy is so issijerfect as that ivisicli
relates to cornets. 'I'ise iiiustrious strass-
gers, ulîlsougi t îey attxact more ceuriosity
and attenstion than tise regiar lumrnaries of
ileaven, gesîeraiiv rCisnis so short a tiie
visible la lis, airc sa tînequal iii <udr iisove-
ateisis, and -Zo eccens-je iii their courses, that
it is cliflicut. aiccturaely to deterniiuse tiseir
orbits, their 1seriods, or their atuîre.

ECLIsEs-veryPianet aind ilaon i.
eniightencd by tise S un, anci casts a shîacow
towards that paoint ofiflic Ile.avens. %'llicil is
opposite tile Sis. Wce %vili just mentions a
simple tiîing ta give yoit ait idea cif tiis--
You have abscrred îs'licss voit havec ben

(,a ils ' a fine F-inny day, that vois have
se» your aivii sli.adoNw caist liposi Ilse--roiusîd
oppasifc Io thec Sit ; aid thsat. if the Suin
shasse 10 Ille Sott of you, yosîr siîadow
wvould aîpcr'r Norths of you. A sisndoiw is
solluiaug but an absence af iight in tisespace

hid frant tise Stin by the clark bodiy wiil
contes bettveeit bis rays. Ait ofpsa the
Sunt is produced by tihe .Earth casning in con-
tact with the shiadawv of tise 'Moon ; thuc-
fore iviies tise Son is elipseci, we sec tise
clark baody af tise làoos befare the Suit.
'l'le Sait is rnuch larger thaîi tise 31oan; but
the Maoos beiusg sa very ntear the Eartit, a1î-
peaas about the sane si7c as tile Sunt; if
this %were siat tise case, we couic! iever have
ny vcry large Eclipses ai tise Sas).

Thse 5tcs~e fMiîsî rb ycois-
tains more sounci pisoahly tîsan any ailier
%vriting in aisv lanuguaige of tise saisie ainussait.

CwmM)ýN TLIING;S.

NO. <.-sî
By referring baeck ta tise %imple elemessts

af nature, as nientioneci iii previaus isun%.
bers, a persan snay readiiy understaud the
difiereust kiiids of' air or gaiS %visicis exist in
nsature or are forsneid iy art. For altxcugh
îthey sire lisunerous, and represessted by iassg
alusci uddl wards, tflic (elîsents iviicil cons-
posc theni sire fe', andi eaisily uutderstood
and renieistiercci.

'l'ie attrnGsphecre, ~vihis perhaiss marc
caniniossi teritieci air tisait any atiser subt-
stan sce, iucosssposea csseistiauiy, as litis miore
thisansce hecis intiouscd, af oNyaen afid ni-
Irozen -, tisou-h carbonie ncid, ilydro-ea;
caîrbtrettec d roes atid msasîy aller ai's
<ut'gases, areci tiser constauitiyor occasional-
IV conibinec i s"ith tisose twvo.

B,'sidc's luis vie i tffie cisemicai itugre-
clients ai' tise' aînsospshere, its raechanicai
properîirs are of a anost issîeresting charac-
ter. Arnnssg tise inechanicai proper'ses ai
tise aflmnuapierp or cammosi atir, if& iveiglit
periîaps is tise îaost slrikiag and snost ima-
portant. Trise %vitnie weiglit ai atinosphere
lipon-4he carîh, ha about equal ta a quas-
tity of wvatèr sutiflicient ta caver tisewhoie ai
the eartiî's suîrface ta tise deptii ai thirty
'ec't. Ansd hy cosssiclerissg tise earth a, globe
af 8,000 miles i» dianieter, il is easy ta cal-
etuliite liv a ny etubie feet or hogslaeads of
%voler w'ouid be eqnal in aveigit ta tise- at-
assosîiacre asposi ils suirf.tce.

Tite iw'-eiis of tlic atsssospiicre, like tise
tveigilt ofievery otiier k'ind ai' natter, arises
frouns the attractint oi tise carth uspon il. fly
tise w'eîitlt ai air, tagetier %vitis ils pente-
train-i nuatuîre, il lisais its wiy ista aiuiost
every otîser s'sbsiaîsce. W'ater contains it
isn large qlanities, except l'or iviiiels fishes
couil îlot live iii aer. A 11 egetable sub-
8iausces_, eveis tise s»ast salid oak, coatain
sissci of it. Jr is chifFtsed ilirougs ail ami-
isai miatter. li is nîixed avilit aur bload,
and circt'is i n j» ur 'eîmss. It îsnclubted-
IV' fincis if.- way far loto tise cieptils ai tise
caTtil, perhaps ta its rentre. It k Jience
evicieni tisat commn air, hesides coverio
the surface af thse earth ta the heiglit of
l'ortv-fîsa' ises or miore, is diffused tbrosîgi
i11o,,tailier substaniees iii tise antimsal, 'egCt-
ablie adsi nerai k-iit«iloms.

Comnîss air îlot aniy spreads ilseif aver
tise eartissîrface, aind penetrates ta ils cens-
tre, Ilut ht is cosîstnty perforniing ais irifi-
iiite 'airicty ai operatiosis, importanst ta thse
hiapjiiess, ausd essentiai ta tise existensce of
csvery living azaing being. ht is canslasitly
sîpaîs tise mnarcis, front tise equatar ta tise
poies, alla fromnt the pales to Isle equator.
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