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He wvas there, too ili to niove, the band o? 'death visibly upon hin, and yet
'with no friciîd who knew o? bis condition, or could render syrnpathy and aid
ivhen bo imost required themi. le was3 loft thus to die alone; tht Captalin
and othcr officers of' the slîip werc cither ill or too much occupied te attend to
hlmn; and at the very nmoment 'when his -wi{e iras anxiously exp(,«etiing bis
retura, in the f'ifl vigour of 111e and health, a telegraphie message informed
lier that bier husband ]ay dying ina the vessel that had brouglit hlm froam Cali-
fornia. The sudden reaction froni hope to the bit,, - st of carthly disappoint-
mnents, ivas more than the strieken woman coulu bear, and sickness ensued
which prostrated and rendered her incapable o? thought or exertion. A. near

Irelative of lier own loft in the carliest conveyance for New York, and arrived
there ina time to witness the last hours o? the dying inan. But diserase had
donc its wvorst ivork, and lof't both mmnd and body prostrate bcneath its influ-

ence. H1e omly survived one day after his friend's arrivai, and during tirt
interval, was unable te do more tham express bis consciounes o? his presence,
and send a last message te the dea-rest loved. Thus on the very threshold of
home, 'with independence ina bis asp, and ail the iniagined comforts and bless-
ings o? life and f'riendship in prospect, p,-'r Hamilton passed away from the
dream and enjoymnt o? mli. Ina the prime of mnanhood. ivith others depcna- ~
ing solély on bis protection and support, far from the voies that -would have

cheered hini, and the affe3ction that îvould have sustained hira, teadventurous

mourningt aid tears to those îvbo ]ooked ina vain f'or bis coming,-onc more
Iassurance of the umcertaintv o? life mund its pursuits, another attestation to the
truth o? the wise nan*s injunction, 'when he tells the demizen o? earth, 'l3oast
flot thyself o? to-muorrow, for thou knowcst not irbat a day may bring forth.'
* is severe illnless, and quickly succeeding death, Ieft no tine for any adjust-
nient o? bis propert.y. Full of life and hope, be trtisted te dispose o? it hiniseif

jfor the benefit o? bis fanxily, and conscucntly ef t nao %villivhcrcby tlmey nmight

secure it.
Notwithstanding niany efforts on the part o? the friends o? Mr.. 11anailton,

lis nmor.ey neyer became bers, but pasFed away te others, 'who it appeared had
nearer legal. caims. And thus the very objeet o? bis tdu and labour vas
deeated, as s'ho for whoan he îvorked with such, ccaseless encrgy, nover rcaped

the fruit o? unselflsh affection. le gave up) all that makes life dear and

precions, sentencing huiseif' to exile and suffering, to further the happiness of
one ho liad proised to cherishi, and by that step dcprivcd becrU6 ail. 1 us
care, bis labour, ana denrer stili flic protection and interest o? a husband'sj
affection, were ail iost. Vears o?"' êcc -and lonclinea had becen borne,
checrcd only hy the hope of his ultiînatc rcturn, and 110W dcath had taken

Rahsmav uid c1eath hegan tog«,ethrr.


