
16 .MetlLods of Sto-ing Homiletic Materials.

ich sticks to the mind; and iL is curious to observe that there
is scarcely a bit of knowledge retained, or experience of childhood
in laugliter or in tears, but inay find an apt place in the sermon.
Almost every one is conscious, however, that much has slipped
his grasp, leavingy only a dreainy suggestion that baffles and eludes
pursuit. In truth, only an infinitesinial part of wvhat we read is
stored up as roots and bulbs for the garden, as seeds for the field,
or as powder and shot for the day of battle. If the false steps
taken by the writer while groping after some inethod of storing
material wvill stimulate students to aclopt his plan, or' for-a one of
their own, the objeet in view in this contribution shall have beei
achieveci.

Before me lies one of the primitive attempts at grathering
intellectual treasures. Tliese consist of thoughits by Dr. H. i3onar,
notes of a sermon by Dr. I)ods, a fine missionary illustration by
Pr-of. Oalderwood, tellingy points by Mr. Moody, then in Edin-
burgh, notes on a temperance speech by Dr. Newman Hall,
sugg«estions on texts, quotatiois froin a var-iety of authors, poetry,
metaphor, and so, on a(i iinftiilurnt. At first it wvas easy enougli
to b dc: throughi the note book and decide whether there wvas
anything available fox' thie subject in hand, and aftcr the collec-
tion had, becorne ominously laire there, Nvas stili a pleasure in
loiteringr among the varied and v'aluable stores. To nie it was
more than a cabinet of rich and rare jewels; it wvas a
gYarden flled Nvith luscious fruit. To stroil throughi it was exhil-
erating, and every way helpful. But by and by the grarden
becarne as 'long as the Annapolis Valley. Tlic buik of the collec-
tion doomed its usefulness. Heaps upon heaps of gold, silver,
precious stones, become littie better than so mnuch wood, hay,
stubble. la fact it ail became wood, a foi-est, an African jungle.

Mingling with the sense of failure wvas the feeling that if
paths had been kept open the bewildermnent and despair of the
jungle would have been avoided. This led to an attexnpt at
systein. A note book, alphabetically indexed, wvas used with
good effeet. Ail the subjects that naturally feli under A ivere
placed toglether; and so on %vith the others. For a time this,
plan wvas.found quite satisfactory. While preparing a serrmon,
say on Redemption, the letter R> was turned up and its pages
scanned, frequently -with gond success. But as the entries


