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CORRESPONDENCIE.

WHRAT E1LLED THE BEES!

Sm,-I was surprised yesterday evening to
Lsnd tho ground in front of one of my bive8
strownw~ith, deRd beau, and began te, think they
must bave found some poisonous plant, still, as
there were no dead bees uuteide ny of the other
bives, could hiardly acccpt that sa s olution u!
the myetery, and on going a little later to Jook at
the bivo, 1 not.iccd t.he bees dragging out the
insect 1 have enclosedl in a smail box ta send te
,you. It appesrcd to bave boum just killed, and
the bees dragging it out seecmed Tory angry with itL
Do yen know t.he insect? aud le it a boe killer ?
1 do not sec any more dead bees to-day> and thero
waa a handful of the slaughtered yestcrday when
tbey veto gatbcrcd up. i sema the epecirnen te
yon. knowing yon to bev 'v ise axxd learnd on
every subject connected with agriculture, and
hope in your next issue of tho BRxw CANÂDia~N
you will tell me what the insect I have sent yen
je, and whether it vas wvhat killed the bees, otc.
-eurs respectfufly, HERMxnTÂ F. Buzi.a

Carnpbellford, Ontario, July 3lst.
Yeu may rccommend Tincture of Myrrh as be-

ing an excellent thing to apply for either bec or
wasp estings. 1 saw it recommended li the
Ainerican Bec Journa4 and we have given it a
fair trial, ana find it thc best remedy ve have
triedl se far. H. F. B.

Wc are not sufficiently versed li entomology
to identify the dead inseot sent with thc foregoing
letter, but inasmueh as it je not fignred or
desceribed li any agricultural book on our shelves,
as a bee-killing inseot, va are inclined to think iL
ie not the perpetrator of the slaughter in question.
The probability je that attenipted robbing le the
res] explanation of the cese, although JuIy Slst
je rathier early in the season for that ta occur.
Mms or Miss B. le probably a sufficlently experi-
enccd beekeeper Vo know that, when there are
signe of robblng, the ontrance Vo the attacked
hive should be contracted se as to ex2able the bees
Vo defend themselves. Our fair correspondent
will excuse our dubious mode of alludlng to ber
personality. IL is a pity there is flot a comxnon
ile for ladies, both maxried and single, as je the

ctse with gentlemen, w lo may bc addressed or
referred te as ,'Mr." 'wit.bout regard to t.heir condi-
tion in a matrimonial point of view. Lady corres-
pondents wil oblige us by indicatlng whether
Mirs. or 11iss le their proper title, whcn we have
occasion to reply te their com.munications. As
ve cipect ta be li the United States with thc
Canadian Presexccursion shortly, va purpose
for'warding this i.nsect epeelmen te Prof. Cook-, of
the Mfigan Agricultural College, wbo l iL atOnce
an accomplished exitornologist anad a skiifui boa-
keeper. Any information obtained from him wi1
be duly publisbcd i a future issue of the Run&x.
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Tua steam thrcsher of Cherr Grove have
istruck for higher wages. They want an avance
from $10 te $12 par day. The farmers say that
they wWl employ the old reliablo horso power be-
fore thcy satiefy their deasnds.

TuE Central exhibit.on of thc united counities of
Victoria, Peterborough, Durham and Northumber-
land is ta be, held tis year in Cobourg. The
exhibition opens on September 261L, anid will
continue for the two following divs.

M.B. Do'waD RonnusoN has sold bis farm, lot 3,
coniceson 112, Tuckersmitb, te ?2!r. Henry Ayer,
from neau St. Maxy's, for thc bandsome sum of
$8,000. The farm contains 130 aces, and ie
au excellent property. The now proprietor tee
po5bO85ion on the 20L1I October.

THE IDAIRY.

PREC. UTIOÀNS AGA1INST DROUGHT.

A prudent businesman clininates frein hie
business overy possible clomeut of uncertainty.
lic noV enly souroe bis capital and investments
cigainst lose, but ho makos sure that hie incarne
ahaîl not fail of bcbng reccived. Nothing le
tzused tu chance that eau be avoided. Hlo ill
leave open or unguardcd ne avenue liable to lead
te lose. He would rathex pay insurunce where
thoro le but oe chance in a hundred for hlm; Vo
beco than te tako that chance.

A prudent dairyman should ho as cautions. Ho
should ineure mot only his buildings and other
combustible property, but ho should effect an li-
surance on bis annual incarne as Wel.IL Ithep-
pens that unlese special precautions are taken,
Vhe incarne of a dairyman le hiable Vo great axid
frequent fluctuations, but IL runs very evenly
'when properiy regnlated. A airymaxij is aid ta
bo a manufacturer, ana cattie food his raw nma-
terial. Milk le his manufacture produot, and
cews are hie machines. They are coxnpouxid
machines, cornbining betli motive power and e-
ecutive or mechanical apparatue. *When pro-
perly supplied uwith material, they run wnith ail Vhs
regularity anad certainty of any other machines,
but when eut of supplies or scantiy farnished,
both pever sud product at once dirnish.

One o! ths misfortunes o! dsirying ie that every
section le liabie every few years te ho afflioted
with a drought that stopsi Vhe growti cf grass and
ente off the necesssry snpply, fromn those espe-
olally who depcnd whoily on grazing; ana here le
wbere Uic security o! ineurance discloses iLs lim-
portance and meûte recognition, but olLen falleto
recelve iL Mexi seeni strangely indifférent sud
duil li appreciating the Jiabilities o! their situa-

ti~neen LLe rpestea ioases have beencndured.
Amani wboso houe stande but oe chance in a

thousand of being annually burned 'wil not allow
iL to go a ay wlthout being ixisured, while the
incorne from bis dairy, which stands about oxis
chance ont of five of being cut down every year,
mil bc alloweil ta mun indefinitely wlthout making
any effort te sotre hinisel! againet oft-recuxring
loeses. Where scholars are se ixispt and tuition
expeneive, experience may ha saad te Ireep a deax
echool.

Tho indifference seems ail thc moe strange
since iL le se easy te secure one*s self againet sncb
losses by planting every yesr a pfece o! fodder
corn, or other green crop, which will be mue te,
withstsnd drought anid bridge over a dry Lima if
it cornes, but whicb, if not vantedl for sucli an
emergency, will pay more thaxi its cost te lay by
for winter use.

The folly of attempting togeo ou, ycar aiter year,
rlslcing the profite o! a whoeoyear on Vhs uncer-
tainty of thi- weather, vas wehl illustrated hast
winter on theplains in thewest. There isa lrge
citent of territery on wbich cattie can ordinarily
squeeze through Uic mixiter without, foddaering.
But cvcry few years; an unususily snowy wnnter
occure, ana -ow covers Uic grouud se long tUat
ths stock perishes if netpro-vided for. Lastix-
ter was one! this klind, and it swept off buxidrea4i
of thousauds of cattlo by starvation, and millons
of dollars mere lesi which might bave been saved
by a litibo precantion li collecting fodder, which
would have made graxing a sure and lucrative
business. It lse bouat of civiliration and li-
telligence the. they can control Uic very elements
and moula theru te tb air use; but thia rislng
everytbing on a tirn li the woather, whbotler ou
theoplainseoron a daiey farm, le in thc ana a
costly wamy o! faruuing, ana seemas a sort o! rayer-
sien from the pruaence ana roSast oc ivIlation

baick ta the uneertaintios incident te savage and
barbarie life.

These rernarks have been auggested by frequeut
notices li Vhs papore of localities in 'whioh thec rop
cf butter or oheoso ie now being seriouely eut short
by prolonged dry wcther-a circumstance whioh
seeme to indicate uvaut of oommon prudence, ive
may almeet eay inexcusable neglect, in fsiling ta
provide suitahlo food for the coa te uet a coin-
mon enxorgenoy, and oe te which dairy stock ail
over the country are liable. It is a good Urne
now for those who are sufféring by suoh neediese
losses te consider how easily ail their losses miglit
hava beau prevented, ana, when they do se, iÀ je
te ho hoped thcy wiil fraxily take the blamo home
where it belonge, sud not wickcedly charge it to
Provideuce..-Profe33ur L. B. Arnoldl, in Rural
Neto Yorker.

A NLA TTO.

ARncIÂ ConOUniNO Fon BUTTER "iD GCuSsE.

The culture of Uic plant producing thé coleur-
ing matter known as annatto le chiefiy carrlcd on
i Vhs rrnch colonies cf Guadaloupeaxidcayenne,

[aise li saine parts of South Amerlos. It le a
saal evergreexi troc, growlng ten ta fifteen eest
high; the lfaves are hcart-esaped, smooth and
shinlng ; flowese in a tapering panicle, paie pink ;
capsule two-ývalved, prlckly on Uic outside ; the
Iruit je lice a chestxiut, and centaine a certain mni-
ber cf seede smaller thaxi poeu. These seeds
are covexed witb a soft, viscous, wsxex pulp or
pellicle o! beantifial vermilion colour, and this
latter le the substance known as aixnatto.

The anuatto le scparated from the seid by
seversi différent processes, sueh as wasbing,
steaming and fermentation. The coxnmon mode
li whioh it le obtaincd le by pouring bot water
over the pulp ana seeds, ana heaviug them; te
macerate, fixially separating t[hem by pouxidfing
with a wooden pestle. Tho seude are removed
hy staining Vhe mass through a slave. The pulp
being ailowed te settle, thc water is ponred off
gently, the pulp placed in shllow vesseIs, i
uhich it is gradually driod mn the abade. AlLer
acquiring a proper consistance it ia made into
cylindricâl relis or bails. Thie roil aninatto je
largely used for coleuring cheesu and butter li the
Britishx anad continental dairies.

]fuch of ths superior American butter colour
bas more or leas annatto li its composition.
Annatte, when genuine, neither affecte the Vaste
or smeli of the c[heeso or butter te which it xnay
ha applled. It inecntlrely bariese, Uic Spanish
Americane mising it with their chocolats for pro-
duclng a beautiful tint.« The Indians li Uic
tropical climes empley the leaves ana roots li
oooking te incresse Uic flaveur ana give a saffron
colour. mlxed with lemon juico ana gria i
forme Vhe crimson paint with wbioh Uic Indians
adorn their bodice&

Colouring cheeso wlth annatto le a very old
practico arnoug Englisb ana Duteh as well as
American dairymen. At first it 'was only used
by mi-zing with lard for rabbing on the. crash,
aftorwards it was dissoived in a wealc solution of
putshl and mixed vith tic mfl.k at the, Urne
renaut iras appliod. Yesrs ago ne dairynx
thougbt of cohouring butter, norwonld snob an arii-
cIe have ben easy ofeale. N-ow, sinepub3lirtuate
and faabion demund itnoaxly ail gilt-.edge butter
is artiflciy coored, ana especially je ihis truc
during the winter months. To sxinatto are we
largely indebtod fer June butter at Cbrstmas.
lI fiat the coe must bo plêmsca in i.bis respect as
wdfl as thc Vaste, ana if tic colouring maLter bo
as simple ana as harnilessas axinatto, zhis s.dorn-
ment of a markcet produot is unobjeotionabie.
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