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T 1IE overture upon the conduci. of publicworship, brought bcforc the Synod in the-
name of the Rev. Dr. Lainig ait( others and support-
cd by him, brings up for consideratioii a most im-
portant subjcct, one wvich cannet be taken up too
soon because of the efiect the settlement of il ma>'
have upon tx heiole lif.- of our clitirch, becau,;c of
the patient and prolonged labor it imust takce to get
it properl>' before the wvhole churcli and sectire for it
that ainount of intelligent attentionu and considera-
tion its importance merits. lune.s anid maniiers
change and the difference betivcen thîe state of
îlîiîis ex-sting at the lime of the Reformation in
Scotland and that which nionorcvails ini Canada is
so grcat as not ta rnake it iwoiderful 1 ut naturai
that witli our alteied tastes and circumrstances we
should desire something différent from our fore.
fathers ini the conduct of worship, and a change
wisely made should promnote spiritual life, by adapt-
ing public worship ta thc altercd tastes and limes.
It is evident thadt %ithou.tlhe officiai intervention or
guidance of the churcli, a coîisiderable diverbity in
the mannier of conducting the public services of thec
clîurch is given un. The question siînply is, shall
shahl this be alloived to go on according to ini-
dividual taste, lecAing ta an endless diversit>',
in many cases far from edifying. or sbl
thîe church wvhilc this proces.s is going on and
is as yet in a formative, transition state, guide,
control and fashion it into sometlîing edifyiîîg
and proinotive of a large and beautiful spiritual
life, or allow it to go unchccked, runnîng as it %vil],
in flot a fewv cases, into dangerous and repulsive
extravagances. It is most Iortunate when a subject
so important can bc caimly considcred on its oivn
merits, free from alil tiose distracting anà mislcading
influences ivhich gather round a trial case in any
of our church courts. The time is favourable for
thc subject receiving such treatmcnt. In tie Synod
the importance of ilhe preaclîing of the wvord was
fully acknowledged, and a high place claimed for
Presbyterian preaclîing, but while buis was the case,
there %vas also an ail but universal ack-nowvcdgment
that nîucb more mighl bc donc to make ail thec
other parts of the service contribute to the great
ends for wvhicli bhc public social worshîip of God is
designed.

I1lT as a hop?ftl and grat ifying fature o? the
Synod to notice the interest felt not only in

the excellent report upon the state of religion, but
in Uhc subject itself. 1E'vcrytling ir7ese connected
with the churcb is subordinate to tlîis, and however
fine, attractive, or excellent il may bc in many wvays,
if it doos not promnote this greait enud, it wvill onl>' bc
a delusion and a siiare. This is the end to whicl i al
cIsc is but bhc means Anîd w cieve that interest
in this ahl-iimportant malter is growing in our chutrchi.
If this is really the case, it can only proceed from thîe
indivclling ini the churchi and thec gracions powcr of
the Miol>' Spirit, and sa long as we have tibis. ve
iiced flot fear an>' danger arising 10theli chiurcbl
froin changes ini forms of %worship. If Mis power and
tcaclîing ini tie churcli arc recogîizc7d and yielded to,
notbing will be sougit foi- contrary t0 thie word of
God, and if ucwv modes of worship arc instinct anîd
flled wiîth teloi>' Spirit, biey will assurcdly pro-
mote truc religion ini the individual sou] and in tie
clîurcb. Thc Synod did wisely in agrecing ta devote
one wbolc eveningat ils îicxî mcctiîug, to coilfcrencc
on this most vital oi aIl subjects, the state ofreligior,
within its bounds.

NE tEif the ret-oimncsidation.N in tbc report on
0/ temperance catised iot a littie discussion be-
cause of its being suspccted, righîtl>' or .vrongiv, of
having a politicai bias. ht is unfortuniate thiaï whilc
temperance is cal in itschl a polical question, Iliat
ycî ni'ing 10 the force of circumstaiuccs il is scarcely
possible to divorce it from part>' jîulitics. It is flot
unnatural, il must bc confcssed , nay, il i, inost nat-
ural as thrigs arc amongst us, that polîlicianls of
cither party should scck- b gctt he benefit lioiiticaily
of al flic credit whiich cari possibiy be sccurcd from
the posiio i i takccs %witb regard ta teifiperance, and
il is aiso nattîral tuat advarîccdl temperance advo-
cales, or vhom %VC are glad that ivc have so many ini
otîr cliurcbi, slîould spcak wcll ofand ally tilcmselves
wih any party from wlich lie>' can c.xplcî hie
imost spccdy anid effectuaI rcaization or tlcir hopes,
that is, the enactment of a prohibitory liquor law.

1:, E ladly anuinuuncce, ltatn'eV. Dr. Cochîrante
VV has rcccivcdthe su of i717 j!;. :!,,. fram

tie Frcc Clixirch of Scotland, for J-ome Missioný,
Made: up as followvs:-.

i

Anîd also froin the Clitirchi of ScotîdU ii]. fr.în thec
Colonial Comnîittcc far I Iosne Nlissi)t4: the sumn of
;C200, anîd fromn St. Gdces Church, Edinburgh, £5o,
for Manitoba College. -/;o, and for Quiecn's Collkge
-/'o, for North-west Missions
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T 11l' receptiul) intu the zeiiber.,'tip <of t1ic reà-
bytcrian Lhurch of L.. J. A. Papineau, Seig-

rieur of Montebello, Quehec. ik an event in Canadianl
history of more than oidinarv itcr est and !.iiîgîîifCi-
cance. lice %vas born and brouglht up in thie Clhuicli
of Rome, but his dibtant ianCe.StUr.ý, % ee1I ItU 1101b,
some of whlom ivere in;t,stý-od. and uithers exiled ili
the bloody tinies folloving tie revocation uf ilie
Edict of N'antes by IL'îuib XIV. inî <,t. r. Papi.licau and his prugeniturs 1)> ssesssd a spi rit of m.înly
independence whiclh made thein rcstive under
Romish dtespotikm. li-h' gratidf.ither quarreiled uver
a question of churcli discipline, witlî Monseigneur
Lartique, first bishop of M,%,onîrcal , anîd his father,
the leader of the Canadian Rleb.-Ilion Of 18.37. de-
ciared on the floor of Parliamient that it %,as to
Luther that the world owved itý; liberty of conscience
and speech, and on hi: deailh-bcd lie dcclined to re-
ceive the last sacrament of thcchurch. he preseiit
Seignieur, whiile beingeducaited for c bar b>' lic Sulpi-
cians, manifested a similar disposition. [-lis ecclesi-
astical teachers had occa-ton tu rebuke irn mole
than once for latughing .it t fbulous stordes about
saints iviose naines stand hini the Caltndar ot
Rome. Thev found it limpus,:iblu tu cruslh out his
natural tcndency to think and inivestigate for him-
self. h goes witilout saying titat tlîià is a flagrant
sin ifl the eyces of Romish. and especially jesuit edu-
cationalists. Uttcr tuareasoninig submnission to the
will and dicta of the superior is the bisckbone of that
systemn. To depart fromib tis rule is a mortal of-
fen:e.

When cightcen ycars old, Papineau, along witix
his father, %vas cxiled on accounit of thecir part in the
revoit Of 1837. lie tool, refuge in the State of Ncw
Y'ork and wvas there reccîved most cordially intoa
godiy ]resb>':erian famil>'. where lie first iearned to
thinl, th t salvation cou](] be found outside of the
Clîuich of Rome. Tiie exarnlp!c and fessons of that
Christian home mnade a dcep and lastin.- impression
upon iîn. No longer terrorized by ecclcsiasticai
dictation and penalties, lie began to ranfrecly np-
on religious matters. le wrcstled bravely %with dhf-
ficulties and doubts until one conviction became
gradually stroîxger, andj fisialiy dominant, viz., tlîat
thc Pope, the Cardinals and Iisbops arc îlot the
repi escenat ives of Christ anid Mis aposties. Accord-
]y' at the age of twcnîiy-five lie ccased to practicethe
RZomlan Caîbolic relig.ion. A(;er fuilcrand iinorec.irchi
study hie renclicd the conclusion that the Word of
God is the truc source of Ciîristianity, and that ail
religious questions mnust be determiined b>' its soie
authority. lie saw clcarly that iii barbarous ages
the clergy had corrupted thec Çmiurch %wifh pagan bc-
liefs, superstitions and ccrcimonics, unisi lier priiîni-
tivcapastolic fcaurcs liîd alinost disapp.tarcd. Shc
liad becomc proud, avaricious, tyrannîcai ; and tbîngs
wverc not getting bztter but worsc. Receilly the
dogîna of the linnmaculate Concclition of the Virgin
Mar vas iivcnted, and the P'.pIc %,vs ma.despiritu-i
Cz.a; by being, . ýouncc;d infallibie 1)y the Vatican
Council. ýrhc right of privatc jdmn n iet
of conscience undcr bis ruic were cxîinct. As Mr.
Papineau contintici lus study of ccdecsiasticai bis-
tory and of thec B ible lic bccarre fuliy pcrsujadcd
that tbe most evangclical Churcb is the best, and
flnaily decidcd 10 cast ini bis lot %vith Presbytcrians
as, in bis judgmcnt, kecping nearcst t10 Uic Gospel.
Ibis was in sub.stance the stalemnitt which lie made
ini the face of a dense congregalion of French
Roman Cathoiics and Protestants, as lice vas re-
ccived m tbcth mcmbcrsliip of St. John's Church.
Montrcal, on the totîx of 1Fcbruiary last. Tiue con-
sequcnccs of bis public confession will bc felî in ail
parts of Canada and cxlccnd m tbcth distant future.

Fopr the present il is salisfactory to k-now that Mr.
lapineaiu's large circie of fricnds have flot been
alicniaicd froin him. Tlhcy continuic to trcat bun
with thic saine distiniriislicd consiicration and lion-
our as licrctoforc. This is a picasing tribute tobis

4This is %bc titie or an article which apprarcd in the last
ntnxber cf the 'Ilsetyklriati and iRê'forncd edcw(rom îhe
pcn of the Rev. Dr. Aic'.crr, cf Montreal, and cf which
wc titre gladly presen' fthe 3ubstanc.-ED).
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personal worth, anud an inîdication of the growtli of
thie sp.rit of toleration amioug the people.

Thue action of Mýr. hapiicieaî ver>' significant
in maix> respect..Lt is fitted ta inspire witlî courage
te mati>' thouîsandc. if îuot hunidred of îhousands,

of his compatriots wlo have lost conifidence in
Romaiuism andt are groaiiiiiîg under its opplres.,on.

Thyarc dcterruzi froin folowiiig Ixini thîrotîgli
cruel prcu instttîted b>' thte clcrgy, tiroughi
famil>' tics, tlîrougli social and bu4>ness coîîsider.
ations. aîud througlî ftic dominant influenîce of te
pricsts with tlîcir %vives and datîglters. H-appily
Mýr. Papineau %vas frc frain the last-naincd influence.
H-is wifc vas a devout lresbyterian, ail American
lady aof îbiJhty antu culture, and lus daugliîr is aind
lias beîî an active and us3eful Sabbatli-school

%vorkcer.
I istory repeat:; itself, and Mlr- hXpiieati's ex-

ample and tlîe utteraiices af the 1-rencli and Eiiglish
press in connection wiilîi it, will cause the repetition
tu go on witi greater rapidity tluan lîcretofore.
1 le is a mani of liigh stanîding anxd utibleiniislicd
reputation,aîxd bis wide inifluence amoîîg lus country-
men and iii tîe grawiîîg h beral party ta whichi lic
belongs, is now ail inioan, directionî. fls Seignor>'
is tlîc tlîird lar-est iii Canada, beiîig tilt> miles
square, anîd extendiiîg this distance along the Ott;atvý-i
river. 13y lus recent action lie lia.- relcased himself
and his estate tram tîe grasp af ecclesiastics. and,
nu doulit, otiiers wlI on duc reflection suec tlî wis-
dam of doing the same.

The public opinion brougbt ta a lxead by this
evenitand byotlierstr .nsýpirisiig at tîxesame lime, isnat
tobesecîaside b>' thosc dignitaries wlo have so long
bad bîings tlîcir own way. Bisliops, arclibishiops

adpieçst are iîow being furcibly taughit by the
laity t10 walk circuînspectly. The other day Mr.
St. George, Advocate, liad a priest fined ane lîundred
dollars for slandcring biîn froîn the pulpit. And
the îoet Freschctte tlireatesiîedl rouigli thue press 10
deal with anolier in the saine .v.y for a sîmilar
offience.

Mlis public stcp may teach bishops and priests a
muclh-nceded lesson of caution iii tle exercise of
tlîeir xînilimited power in imposing assessments for
the erection, enlargement and maintenance af
clîurch!s and mansionis for the clergy. The people
have lardly any v~oice inx buis malter, and it is high
lime thlat they -wverc makcing tihemselvcs hcard, for

alcy-re more opprcsscd Ithan tiiose of the papal
coutitries cf Europe.

For the hast fifty years tlie Protestant Churchcs,
.and especially tf12 rsbyterian Cimurcli, have becti
giving this pcophe bue gospel. he seed sowil bas
ail along yiclded fruit, and will soon do so more
abtîndantl>'. We do îlot underrabe secular ageixcies.
\Ve are greaîly clîcered by lîcarintîgthebcepcîle. the
press. and mecmbers of Parliament lotidl>' dcnîaiding
butter schuools fromn which mcdi.eval fables and
trash must bc banisbicd. But wve have unlimitcd
conufidcnce in thc cflicacy ai the Word af God 10
break every yoak-nîd set thec people fretc. Hence
wvc have sent otut colporteurs to distribute the \Word
broadcast. lxe> are thc pionc.-rs of aur refornîatioîu
wvork. 'Mission scîxools ]lave aiso been cstablisbed
un many piaces-aiid tliese should be iiîcreascd ini
number an hîundrcdfold. Tlîc great central schools
at Pointe aui--Trcinbles bave given a Chîristian cd-
ucabion Io ixbousands of yoxung muen and wvomen.
Cliurclics ha-ve been plantcd .wlierevcr opcnings
have been found for tlucîn . and Frenchx pastors and
îilîssîonaries have been trinicd in tuie Presbytcrian
College. M\ontrcail, for the lasItwcneity-fivc ycars.
Not a fcw <of these ]lave followcd ticir cxpatriatcd
cariverts uuo ]lave been driven b>' prieslly persecti-
than into the Ncw Englaîud States, anud arcetIert
activcly cngacd in t1icir Maý'tcr'.s service. Just
ni nirtv hIféis being puî into Ll:, teIie weekly
Frencbh1Protestanît palier wilich bas becn pub] shed
for rnaly years. It is under the ablc management
of Rcv. C'. 1'.. Amaron. wbo bas associated with bim
Rcvs. Dr. Corissirat, JosephLI. Marin, Ibeodore
Lafleuir anud otlurs , and its uscfulncss in thc pre.
senit crisis promises ta bce extensive.

Tluese arc tlic agcîîcies, alaîîg with tbc sctîlar
prcs, tiat arc decstincd Io enlighuetcuetl minds of
the peoplc. lb nced hardly bc addcd thiat tlhîy arc
natuurally drawn to Prcsbytcrianism ais securing bo
thuem the liberty, fralc'rnitv, and cquality thîcy desirc.
lhîey arc ilot uinindful of thc historic past. Tiîey
tîppreciate fthe mariner in whicb I'rotcstaîut Britain
siuclicrcd anud aidci the cxilcd iHuguenots. Thiosc
of tlucii wliîo. likc Seignieur Papineau, study Ilistor>',
soon discover thie attitude çf flue ]Refornicrs ai the
si-xtccilui century towards thie Romisli l-icrircly,
anud tlîcir saîîls becomc stirreci xvitliin tlieni Io ciut:
latcte c\caluxple of Ilicir grcat feilowv-couu trym ci
of Gcneva.


