jone 20th, 1892.;

»

camnot be used as an illustration of the benefits
derved from the federal system, for one of the par-
ties here will declare that Ontario has been badly
yoverned for twenty years. If Mr, Blake tells all
li¢ knows about the working of the federal system
in Canada, he may persuade the Irishmen to remain
as they are. In that case his mission, though a nom-
inal failure, may prove a great blessing to Ireland.

SUMMER SESSION AND ITS COST.

R. ROBERTSON informs us that some ap-
prehension is felt regarding the summer
scssion for theological students in Manitoba College,
to which the General Assembly has given its sanc-
tion. The success of the experiment and the result
prumpting it, the more complete supply of the
Home Mission ficld, largely depend on the hearti-
ness with which it is supported by the members of
the Church. Whatever therefore is calculated to
remove misgivings is both timely and valuable, In
order to promote a better understanding of the mat-
ter «e cannot do better than present the rea ler with
Dr. Robertson’s own statement of the case. He
writes —

From letters addressed to me since the Assembly rose, it
would seem *that some persons have received wrong impres.
sions, no doubt through tncomplete reports, about many
points involved in the summner session,

It is feared, ¢.g., that the summer session may rob mission
fields in Oatario and Quebec, in some cases, of their usual
supply during the summer. This fear is groundless. There
have applied, for several yea-s past, to the Home Mission
Committee 1 spring for appointment far mote students thaa
wound be accammodated with wotk. The Home Mission
Conumittee had last spring 150 missions to supply, but 200
students applied for employment. The fifty that could not
he employed went to teach school, took appointimeats in
Dakota or remained idle. No harm surely could come to
the mssions in Ontario or Quebec if the fifty students that
could not be employed or an equal number were to study all
simmer and undertake to supply fifty of the most important
missions left vacant in the autumn by the return ot 150 stu.
dents to college.

\\ hat about the additionat expense of $1,500¢ This s to
unci the extra cost to the Board of Manitoba Coilege
w4 ung ddasses during the summer. At present the Col-
lege is apen far eight months  studentsin Arts and Theology
sindying at the same time; in the future the College vill be
open for twelve months, and servants’ wages, fuel, etc., for
the additional time must be provided for. Professors in east-
ern (nlleges have tenerously offered assistance to the staff of
Manitoba Colle  without remuneration, but travelling ex-
penses to and {i m .2 west must be met, and also expenses
i board and lo-ging while these gentlemen are attending to
thew duties. T he professors in Theology 1n Manitoba Col-
leye uive, at present, lectures n several departments of the
A ourse  The services of a competent lecturer must be
secured for this work in future, All this additional expense
is proposed to be met out ol the $1,500 named. A cent
each from the communtcants of the Church would make up
thi: sum.  Last year congregations gave $3,500, or 2 cents
per communicant , it would be easy to make 1t 4 cents. But
many congregations give nothing, and hence the low average.
Latall begin to help with this new departure.

\What 1s the addiional $15,000 required for the Home
Mission Fand 2 As 1s well known, the Home Mission Commut-
tee s arries on 1ts work by makiog erants out of its funds to
assist missions in supporting ordinances. These graotr ire at
aceitan rate for every Sabbath supplied. The fipures may
vary from $2 to $10 per Sabbath, according to the expense of
maintaiming nussionaries or the ability of the people to help
themselves. If a mussion is supplied only half the year, the
svpence to the committee will be only one-half that ot a full
year's supply.  Let the rate per Sabbath be $4, ¢ v, then the
mission will cost the committee four times fifty-two for a full
year s supply, or four nmes twenty-six for six months., The
additiunal Lust of winter service to the com nittee will hence
depend on the number of fields supplied. Supprse that sup-
ply 1s given twenty five Sabbaths out of the twenty-six in the
winler hall-year, then, dwviding $15,000 by twenty-five, we
have 3000 for each Sabbath. If the grant for each of these
addimional fields supplied was 38, the $60u would provide for
seventy five missions. One would like to see seventy-five, or
one half of the missions supplied by students in summer,
manned during winter, but there 1s no prospect of this. We
cannat loak for more than half that number, at the outset at
teast, and hence a lower figure than $15,000 will meet the ex-
traexpense  But if $135,000 additio al, or even $25,000, were
reguired, where could the Church invest the money to better
advantage than in planting missions in tie newer districts of
her nauve land? The longer this question is looked at,
especially 1n the light of the history of the Church, the more
evuicnt 1t hecomes that something must be done, and the
meassare proposed 1s well within the ability of the Church,

-

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN HOL-
LAND,

URING the time when Presbyterians were de-
prived of their liberties in Scotland, many of

them found an asylum in the Netherlands, That
heroic people who conquered their civil freedom
from the Spanish yoke and their religious liberty
from the spiritual despotism of the Roman Church
accorded a hearty welcome to the Scottish exiles for
conscience sake: Ever since those early days the
relations between the two countries-have been more
or less cordial, Itis with no little interest, there-

\

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

fore, that we notice in the London Preshyterian an ac-
count of a visit by Rev.G.D. Mathews, D.D,, forme:ly
of Chalmers Church, Quebee, now sccretary of the
Alliance of the Reformed Churches, to Amsterdam.
Dr. Mathews went there to attend the meetings of
the Dutch Synod as a representative from the Eng-
lish Presbyterian Church, The Chlurch in Holland,
like some of its sisters in other lands, has suf-
fered from the diffusion of erroncous doctrine.
At the present moment the National Church,
that under State control, Dr. Mathews informs
us, is ‘‘honey-combed, alas ! with rationalism
of cvery type and form, yet with an evangelical
party that is fighting on bravely, hoping against
hope, dre .ming that sound doctrine and holy Lving
can be protected in a Church that has been deprived
by the State of its spiritual independence, and which
holds it in a strangling embrace” Then there is
“the Christian Reformed Church, owing its exist2nce
to active evangelistic effort by men ordained and not
ordained, to protest against socinianisim, which ulti-
mately compelled those that made it to withdraw
from the State Church, and now one ot the most
influential factors of Christian life and work in Hol-
land.” The third Presbyterian organization in that
country is the Doleerende, or Suffering Church,
which represents another sccession from the
National Church. Since its commencement it has
made rapid progress. The two * anches of the
secession Church number about 0,000, one-tenth
of the population of the whole country.

What gives special interest to the visit of Dr.
Mathews is the expectation that these two branches
of the Dutch Church would see their way to a sat-
isfactory and lastiug union. Previous negotiations
had been so harmonious and so strong was the de-
sire for its accomplishment that Dr. Mathews was
of opinion that in a few days after he wrote the
union would be effected, and that too without leav-
ing any dissidents behind. The effect of such a
union would without doubt be of great advantage to
the religious life of the Dutch people, who, not.
withstanding rationalistic tendencies in the univer-
sitics and among ministers in  the National Church,
are in strong sympathy with l<vangelical Chnistian-
ity.

In his letter Dr. Mathews makes reference to
some of the customs that still prevail in the
Churches of the Netherlands, He says the Datch
*“have dealt with the problem of how to prevent
sleeping in church. So soon as a man feels drowsy
he springs to his feet and remains standing till the
sleepy spell passes away. On a hot day one often
sees a score or 50 of men on their feet during the
sermon- and the remedy scems cffectual.” An-
other custom of far greater importance is men-
tionea in the following paragraph: “ Throughout
all Holland the afternoon service is devoted in the
Evangelical Churches to an exposition of a por-
tion of the Heidelberg Catechism, where 130 ques-
tions are grouped into fifty-two sections, so that
it may be gone over every year by the pastor.
This he does year by year during all his pastorate,
‘ making full proof of his ministry." If he loses inter-
est in his work, and neglects to make special prepa-
ration for each repetition, the audience also lose in-
terest, and cease to attend, If, on the other hand,
the pastor keeps his own interest in Gospel truth
alive, and so respects his audience as to make new
preparation each year, the congregation soon recog-
nize the fact, and attend the services in great num-
bers.”

In these days, while ministers and office-bearers
in our Churches are considering what would be alike
profitable and interesting to the people, and some are
feeling after sensational subjects and methods, might
it not at least be worth while considering whether
some such plan might be tried as an experiment
even in Canada? Its advantages would be great if
the experiment were wisely and judiciously con-
ducted. Dr. Mathews' comment is worth consider-
ing and is here reproduced: “As I looked.at the
large audience, and noticed their evident interest in
the exposition with its practical personal application
of what they had heard every year since childhood,
I could not help wishing that a similar custom
existed elsewhere, and that our owa uneqaalled
Shorter Catechism were as carefully taught to
young and old in all our congregations. The
diligent indoctrinating of these Holland evangeli-
cals with Bible truth led to that sturdy piety
which resulted in the two secessions, and since
then has led them both to abound in a Christian
activity and in liberality for Christ’s cause, both
at home and abroad, that may take its place beside
that of any Church in Christendom.” The educa-
tive power of the Shorter Catechism is not yet
exhausted,
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Books and Magazines.

I Rosay ViILLAGE. By Marg Hampden. (Elinburgh ard
Loudon : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier.) —This stury is a wurnihy
addition to the excellent seties of tales published by the enterprising
British firm above named  The scene is laid in a quict village un a
rock-bound sea-coast. The story is told simply and naturally, anid
the realer soon gets interested in the persons who ligure
most prominently in the narrative. Its tone is healthy, and
the impression its perusal produccs is excellent. Stories of this
class have a refiniog and elevating effect. It may be added that the
gilted authoress has a fine clear literary style that enhances the charm
of the book.

11e Boun ot THE Prururt kerkign.  With Notes and Inio-
duction. By the Rev. A. B. Dawvidson, D.D., LL.D. (Cambndge :
The University Press, Toronto. The Willard Depositoty.)— 1 ue
Bichop of Worcester, the Rev, J. I S, Petowne, D.D. isthe gencial
editor of the useful and valuable series of volumes comprising the
Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges. For the accomplishm nt
of his part of the work, Professor Davidson has emincnt qualificati -us
He was one of the company of Old T'estament revisers, and has al
teady published several scholatly volumes on pottions of the Ol
Testament and works germane theteto. IIe prepared the Book « f
Job for the same scries, of which this, his latest work, forms onc.
The inuoduction 15 aver fifty pages and takes up ** The Book of
Ezekiel,” ** Ezckicel's History and Prophetic Work,"” ** Jehovah, Gad
of Israel,” and ** Istael, the People of the Lord,” The text piven
follows the Authotized Version, and the notes appended on each
page, ctitical ard explanatory, ate models of brevity and clearness.
A carelully-prepared index makes ready reference easy The student
of sacred Scripture will find this volume on Ezekiel very helpful,

CHARI.ES SUMNRR, THE SCHOLAR IN PoriTics Vol. ViIl.
‘* Amenican Reformers *’ Series. By Archibald Grimke. With Pos-
traitand Index. (New York: Funk & Wag alls Company ; Toronto :
11 Richmond Street West.)- - America has ween fottunate 1n produc-
ing great men at every cnsis of her short but eventful history, and m
the furemost rank of her great names—aye, of the great men of the
nincteenth century  we must place that of Charles Sumner. This
name stands for inflexible priaciple—the kind of principle that does
not toletate any compromise with wrong-doing, that will ever assest
itsell for the right, though the heavens fall.  Webster, the great New
Englander, dared to compromise with the South ; and many people
deemed the matter settled and the Union saved, until Sumner, in a
voice that rang through the nation, pronounced the ever famous dic-
tum . ** Nothing, sir, can be settled which is not ught 1 Iere we
have the key tu the character uf the man ; the ue to lus most sigmin-
cant position in the Abuhtion movement ; the deternu nant tactor of
his place in histosy.  Arzhibald Grimke has treated his subject worth-
ily; his control of language, his familiarity with the history of the
time, his passionate sympathy with the Abolition movement, and his
warm appreciation of his subject rendered him exceptionally qualified
for the task. The author is an able writer ; he excels in biographical
wotk, and the present volume sustains his high reputation. The
book is well calculated to rouse the aspirations of the youth of our
time by holding up for their study one who, recognizing the evil of hus
day, became, Lhrough the exercise of his lufty punciples, by his seit-
abnegation and infiexible purpose, largely 10stsumental 1n its over-
throw.

De CivitaTr Del . Tae DivINE  vprR O HUMAN SOCi Y.
By Peof Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D., Univetsity of Pennsyl-
vania. (Philadelphia - John DD \Vattles,) Professor Robert Ellis
Thompson, of the University of Pennsylvania, is widely known as a
writer on social and cconomic problems. By appuintment of the
Faculty of Princeton Theolopical Seminary, he lectured last winter on
Christian Sociclogy on the L. P Stone Foundation. L. Thomp-
son's successor in this lectureship was the Rev, Dr Kellogg, Turonio.
Dr. Thompson's lecture commanded the attention and awakened the
enthusiasin of the students. They now are publishied under the title,
** The Divine Order of Human Society.” They discuss the family,
the nation, the schoul and the Church, in the light both of the Scrip
tures and of modern experience. Hlis is the only book that covers the
subject.  As might be expected, l‘gofessor Thompson opposes strongly
the agnosuc theory of society, which treats social forms as the our-
come of an evolution controlled only by material needs. lle assens
that God 1s the author of soesal life, and the controlling intelligence
which has directed the evolution of each of the larger social units out
of 'he lesser. As a sociologist, he is a theistic evolutiomist. [i¢
handles in this light mapy of the practical problems of the day, such
as woman’s social sphere, family discipline, socialism and commun-
ism, the single tax, the tight of property, the conflict of capital and
labour, open or secret voting, the Bible in the schools, Christian
union, the otganization of charity, prison discipline, and the like. Ie
is never commonplace, and while his opinions will frequently evoke
dissent, they are stated with a force of carnestness which commands
respect.  This book contains over 270 pages, is tastefully bound in
cloth, git'top, uncut edges, and published at a moderate price.

Eruicat, TgacHings IN OLD ENGLISH LITERATURE. By
Theodore W. Husst, Ph.D., Litt.D., Prolessor of Eaglish in the Col-
lege of New Jersey. (New York : Funk & Wagaalls; Toronto : 11
Richmond Street West.)—In his brief and =ppropriate preface the
author says that he {‘can desire nothing more, as to these papets,
than that the pleasure and profit of their reading may be even ap-
proximately equal to that of their preparation.” It may be said that
every true lover of good literature who reads this admirable work
cannot fail to derive great pleasure and profit from its careful and, st
may be added, loving perusal. It is just the book that a thoughtlul
reader would delight to take up in 2 quict leisuce hour with the rer-
tain conviction that his time will be agreeably and profitably spent.
Let the author tell in his own words his object in writing the book : .
The special object of this treatise on Old English books #nt authors
15 an cthical one rather than linguistic or ecritical, Technical and
rminute discussion is purposely made subordinateto as brief and popa-
lar a presentation of the theme as the subject matter will allow. The
mote thoroughly these earlier writers are studied, the more apparent
it will be that a truly devout and religious temper pervades them. It
is hoped that the interpretation of this spint, as it 1s revealed 1n these
pre-Elizabethan and pre-Reformation English poets and prose wiiters,
may prove of essential service to all English literary students, and
mote especially to those enpaged 18 clencal and homletic studies.
The introduction to the work treats of ** The Ethical. Element in Qur
Earlicr Literature.” The fiest part takes up the English writers foom
Ca:dmon to Chaucer, and the second from that of ¢he author of
the Canterbury Tales to Roper Ascham. The Conclusion
is devoted to a chapter on ** The Euaglish Bible and the English Lan-
guage,” and in the appendix will be found the Old Eaglish version of
the Lord’s Prayer and the Aposiles’ Creed,



