100

THE CANADA JPRESBYTERIAN.

supernatural s denounced as gross superstivon. lven
cication 5 deed, and ando the tagn of Law, God
Himself 1s boved out of ths own wmverse.  Men
handly know what to believe, and what not to believe,
and hence the focble futh, the shalluw conviction, and
the extieme worldhness that characterize even the
Churdh of Gud i these days. * Mr. John,” saul < ne
of our ablest mumsters to me when 1 owas at home,
“the spistt of scepticism is catrying everything befo-e
1t It s overywhere in our churches, and actually
creeping up our pulpit stairs.  \We have broken off
fi an our old moorings, and God only knuws whither
we are dnfting.”  Brethren, how are we to keep our-
s lve~ untainted by this noxious clement with which
t i¢ intellectual atmosphere o€our age 1s so thoroughly
nupregnated 2 And huw are we to obtan that ddear
vision of Divine things that shall absolutely exdlude
all doubt as to thair reality, enlarge he faculties of our
minds in respect to their deep sigmticance, and intens-
ify our sensc of their overwhelming unportince 2 More-
over, we have to repeat these truths day after day n
thzir most elementary forms, and that to a people who
s~cm almost incapable of apprehetnching and assinulat-
ing non-matenakhisuc ideas.  And hence thereis a con-
<tant danger of these momentous realtties losing their
freshness and interest to our own munds, and their
I wer over our own hearts.  How s this danger to be
averted ?

Again 1 ask, how are we to attain to, or abide in,
the region of full assurance and clear vision in regard
to “the things freely given us of God,” and how are
our converts to be led into the enjoyment of the same
unspeakable blessing ?  There can be but one answer
o this question - We must all be filed with the
Spint.  Before the Pentecost the apostles themselves
were mere babes in thisrespect.  Thair apprchensions
of truth were extremely dull, their vision limited, and
their convictions feeble. When filled, however, with
the Holy Ghost all this was cwnpletely reversed. In
a moment their souls were bathed in the light of
Hecaven ; all doubts passed away ; and they themselves
were so transformed that they became “ a spectacle to
the world, and to angels, and to men.” The Spint
that guided holy men of old in recording Divine truth,
is the Spirit that reveals them to the nund of the
reader in their intrinsic reality, deep significance, and
matchless beauty  The natural and normal condition
of the human soul is that of one filled with the Spirt
of God, and consequently full of hight ; and it is only
in so far as the soul enjoys tbis fulness that it can ap-
prchend spiritual realities as they are  The fully di
vinely illumined soul is beyond the reach of doubt in
regrard to these things; for the Spirit takes of the
things of Christ, and so shows them to such a soul
tht the inward eyc shall beheld them with direct and
open vision  Under this blersed illumination the
ct+rmal verities of the Gospel become clear Divine re-
velations to the mind, faith berames a spiritual vision,
and preaching becomes a desrription £ what is seen
and 7-/¢ The distant is brought near, the vague be
comes distinet, and truths lying cold and dead in the
intellect become iastinet with quickening, vitalizing,
imagorating pawer  And, above all, Jesus Christ
Himself, in whom all spiritual truth is centred, is fully
revealed to the inmost soul as a living, personal, ever
present Saviour.  “ He shall not speak of humself ; he
shall glorify Me.”  Let us alt be fz// of the Spirit, and
our converts will be full of Divine light and power,
and our littie churches will become at once, what
they ought to be, the lights of Heaven in this dark
land.

Consider, again, our depiendence on the Hely Ghost
as

THE IMMEDIATE SOURCE OF ALI HOlINFSK

As missionarics we are in China, not only to preach
truths and teach dnctrines, hut 1o ropresent Chris®, and
to build up a holy spiritual rhurch, and fir this pur-
pose we need the power of holiness  Hrliness is a
mighty power; and the misstonary cannnrt d spense
withit  In this land, especially, is this power requircd
in an eminent degree.  Our every movement, our
whole spirit and temper, our entire hfe are narrowly
watched and criticised by this people ; and our influ-
ence for good or for cvil depends more upon our lives
than upor: our werds  The ideal teacher of the Chincse
is 2 holy man. “ He is cntirely sincere, and perfect in
love. He is magnanimous gencraus, benign, and full
of forbearance. He is pure in heart, free from sclfish-
ness, and never swerves from the path of duty in his
conduct. He is deep and active like a fountain, send-

ing forth bis virtues in duc season. Heis secen and

men revere lim ; he speaks and men beheve him; he
acts and wen are gladdened by hua, He possesses
all heaventy virtues.  Heas one waith heaven.”  Tlus
i a lofty 1deal, but the Clunese do not look upon it
as existngg e fancy or aagimaton only.  Ihey be-
fieve that it has been realized 1n some instances at
Jeast, and 1 .am convinced that no Christan teacher
can be a great spiritual power in China in whom thas
ideal is p .« embadied and manifested 1 an eminent
degree.  He must be more than agood man; he must
be a holy man, extubnting “the vigor of cvery nght
purpose, and the intensity of every devout aifection.”
He must be a man full of the Holy Ghos, and divity
within must enengize nughuly through ham, He must
be a man who will take tme, novonly to master the
language and hiterature of this people, but to be holy.
It 1s not vurselves— vur poor selves—the Climese want
to see, but God inus.

The wleal Chnstian of the New Testament is a
“saint,” that is, a holy man, entirely conscerated te
God, and devoted to nghteousness and truth, and the
wheal church of the New Testament s a spiaitual tem-
ple built up of such bving stones.  Now, 1t 15 perfectly
clear to my nund that as long as this wdeai is r ot faurly
embodied in the character of the chur hom thus land,
our prugress inust be slow and unsausfactory.  The
question of thoughtful nen i China s susular to that
put by the Jews to Christ—"Who an fhon ? What
sign shuwest thou then, that we may sce and believe
thee?” “Thou claimest to be from Geod, and the
power uf God unto salvation  But how are weto know
that thou art not an impostor?  MWhere are the proofs
of thy celestial binth 2" Brethren, what shall we gne
than as a reply 2 The Bible? Buoks on the cvi-
dences of Chinstianity 2 The probability is they would
never read them s certain that few would be con-
vinced by them.  There is an argument, however, that
would command their serious attentivn and profuund
respect, if it could only be presented with clearness
and furce, and that argument is the 8lameless, holy
lives of our comverts. It would be useless -to supply
them with books recording the lives of the saints of
uther days and other lands. We must be able to
puint to the saints of our own charches, and say, * Be-
hold a chosen generation, a royal pnesthood, a holy
nation.”  But huw lung are we to wait for this unan-
swerable angument fur the Divine urigin and power of
Christianity > Luoking downtappears as if we might
have to wait many a gencration.  Looking up, how-
cver, there is no reason why we should wait at all
The Holy Spirit is the Auathor of all holiness. Lveny
holy thought, every holy emotion, and cvery holy act
arc inspired by Him.  He is both able and willing to
make these babes in Christ, as well as oursclhves, “ holy
and with sut blame before Himinluve.”™  Let us believe
that a bapusm of the Spant s pussible for them , and
lct us seek it on their behalf, and teach them to seek
it, with intense and persotent earnestness.  Let us do
this, and ere long the heavens wili open; and the
Heavenly Dove, as a spint of punty, will descend upon
them, and consccrate them as a “holy temple for an
habitation of Gud.”  Then the Church will becume an
cmbudiment of the mighty power, and an incarnation
of the Divine genius of our blessed rehigion.

Consider agaun our dependene on the Holy Spirt
as

THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL UNITY.

Unity is an clemeit of puwer which we cannot dis-
pense with. I am not speah.g of undormity, but of
“the unity of the Spiit.™  Uniformiety is pot possible
to us; and I am not at all sure that it would be desir-
ableeven if it were pusaible,  Theunity wlach weseck
is that which we behold inall the works of God— unaty
ia variety, the un.ty of life dothing itsclf in manifold
forms. Humanity s une, but the races arc many.
The human bud, is une, but cvery member is not
an exc.  Thelandscape is unc , butits beauty cunsists
in aniature of colurs and forins. Suatis inthe sparit-
usl world “Thaie are diversiies of gifts, but the
same Spitit, and there are differences of administra-
tions, but the Lame Lord.  And there are djsersities of
operations, but the same Gud shah worketh all
all” With regard to our educauun, reliious traning,
and mental powers and idiosyncrasics, we differ widely.
We cannot be brought to sec things precisely in the
same light, adopt the same mecthods, and prosecute
the same line of work. Neither is it necessary that
we should. The right pnacple s fur every man to
make up his mind as to what 1s nght and best for Jusmn,
and throw all the soul that he has nto 1t

Then we are conncected with different sections of

the Christian Church, and arc representatives of differ.
ent socicties.  ius s anmesitable source of a certag
amount of diversty ir the outward aspect of our work,
Again, men are often thrown together in the same s,
sion, andl compelled to work in association with each
other, between whom there exists the least possible
natural affity.  Tlus 1s a real source of danger.

To cnable us 1o dwell togethics in unity in our per.
sonal intercourse one with another, and to present an
unbroken front to the common enemy in our work, the
very God of peace and love must dwell in our hearts,
and conscerate our entire nature as s everlasting
temple.  HBeing all in Christ, we are onc in spintua)
Ife, and we are so whether we recognize and acknow-
ledge the fact or not.  But what 1s necessary 1s tha
this clement of oneness should becoine so full w cadlh
heart, and so clearly recognized and powerfully ex.
pressed by all, that our differences would be complete-
ly overshadowed by it. The unity we neced, then, is
the unity which is induced and perpetuated by the ful-
ness of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and is pro.
ductive of peace, mutval love, and, as far as practica-
ble, hearty co-operation in work.  We need the umity
that would make 1t imposstble for the demons of envy,
Jealousy, and unholy rivaley to show their heads be-
tween the different mussions ; and that would put a
perpetual end to all unchantable speaking and unbro-
therly acting among the missionaries themselves.
Where the Holy Ghost dwells and reigns, such things
cannut exist.  Before the descent of the Spirit upon
the disciples, they Liad their nvalrics, and their petty
tealousies, and their unscemly disputations as to who
should be the greatest in the kingdom ; but the bap-
tiss of fire burned all that out of them, aud thoy be-
came one in Christ, and simply anxious to sorve Hium.
Thair mutual fellowship became unbroken ; and all
men knew that they were the disciples of Jesus by the
luve which they had one toward another. * Neither
pray 1 fur these alone, but for them also that shall be-
lieve un Me through their word ; that they all may be
one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that
they also may be onen Us; that the world may ée
lieve that Thou hast sent Me.”

Consider agamn our dependence on the Holy Ghost
as

THE $OURCE OF SPIRITUAL JoOVY.

#The juy of the Lord is your strength.” Thisis the
juy of the Hely Ghost—a joy which differs entirely
frum all other juys, and surpasscs them infimtely. It
15 the juy of Lunsaious pardon, assured by the witness
of the Spintin the soul. Tt 1s the joy of adoption,
which is the Spint in the heart crying Abba, Father.
It s the juy of dehiverance from the power and domin-
on of sin. It is the joy which flows from soul-health
and a fulness of spintual Lfe. 1t 1s the joy which
sprnngs from an inward realization of the fact that the
Father and the Son have come to abide for ever in the
breast.  Itis joy in God—gladness in Jesus.

The Aposile contrasts the fulness of the Spirit with
the fulness of wine.  “ Be not drunk with wine, but be
filled with the Spint.” On the day of Pentecost the
peuple sceing the effect of the out-pouring of the Spurnt
on the disciples, said, “ They are hlled with new wine.”
The Apostolic Church enjoyed a wonderful fulness of
the Holy Swirit; and as a consequence the element of
joy was a vaiy powerful one in it.  The Christians re-
joiced with joy wnspeakable, and taok joyfully the
spotling of their goods.  And thus inspired with holy
Juy, they spoke the truth with holdness, and the word
of the Lord sounded out from them.

We need the fulness of this joy, Without it our
wurh will be a brarden to us 3 and we shall toil on wath
thic hearts of slaves, and the hearts of slaves are never
surung.  But espedaially do vur nattve brethren nezd o,
They had thesr pleasures in their heathen condition,
buth relgious and sensuous. We have taken these
away frumn them.  How are they to be kept from fall-
iy a lusung for the fiesh-pots of Egypt—for the lecks,
and onions, and garhic of their pagan Iife? Therecan
be only onc way. The new religion must be made a
joy to them. It is said of the sirens that their tenure
of life was Jdcpendent on the successful excraise of
their charms.  They sang with bewitching sweetness,
and so entranced anyone who heard them that he died
i an ccstacy of dehght. It 1s fabled that Ulysses,
when he approached these enchantresses, stuffed the
ears of us cumpaniuns with wax, and lashed himsclf
tu the mast and thus escaped.  When the Argonauts,
however, passed tuc sirens, 1t 1s said that Jason order-
ed Oipheus to strike tus lyre.  The enchantment of
his singing surpassed theirs, and the Argonauts sailed




