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R~otes of the Meek.
Ti E arinual meeting of the Rayai Society was

helti at Ottawa last week. There wcre many of the
iterary anti scieutiflc celebrities of the Dominion pre-

sent, anti others unable ta be at the meeting sent
papers ta be reati. Many and varieti were the sub-
jects dîscusseti. leasant cvideîtly were the cir-
cumstances iu which the magnatee lu the rcpublic af
letters asseînblcti, ant inl addition ta the ejoymcnt
and social intercourse expericuceti, they have con-
tributeti their share ta dtaeativaucement ai learning.

Tiii E Rev. Dr. Fletchîer brought before the Pres-
bytery of Hamilîtoni the cxpctiicncy af organuzing
iu the congregations, unticr the came af the Presby-
tcry, young îneni's missionary associations, ta heip
the home missionu work of the Church, anti referreti
ta the many benefits likcly ta result from such
organizations. Ater some remarks from Doctors
Laitilaw anti Laing anti other members of the court,
a committee was appointedt t consitier the subject
andi present a schemne ta the Iresbytery at its next
regular meeting.

TUEi correspondance respecting Sir John Lintoru
Simmons' special mission ta the Vatican has been
laid before the British 1>',riament. It will not,
says a contemparary, ba picasant rcadîng ta a gooti
many conscientiaus people. What it amounts ta is
that the ecclesiastical patronage af Malta has been
surrendercd ta the Pope; anti a fountiation laid for
establisbînQ a permanent tiplomatic represcutatian
at the Vatican. \Ve -ay expect some plain speak-
îng on the subject at the Conference ai the Protes-

s~tant Alliance, ta be leld in Exeter Hall.

TiiE methotis of securîug the services of an
accptalepastar are becoming less rigiti than they

vere. For instance, it is stated that Principal Cairti,

Part Elizabeth. There were one hundred apFlicants
for the appaintment, the stîpenti ai which is $3,000
a year. An Edinburgh hstablishcd minister, selecteti
by :rîncîpal Caird as suitable for the post, preached
on Suntiay morning iu Hammersmith Church ta
enable Mr. Dunn, who was prescrit, to furm an opin-
ion of the gentleman's qualifications.

TutE Rev. A. Stuart Muir, D.D, whose tieath
took place in Londan, îvas a native aifIPaisley, anti
after receîving bis education iu Glasgow andi Edin-
burgh Universities, began bis ministry in Newfound-
land, subsequently accupying a charge iu Boston.
li'e became minister of Trinity Church, Leith, about
thirty years aga, anly retiring from that charge iu
consequence of hîs being taken ta task by bis Pres-
bytery.for bis Roman Catholîc tendencies. Dr. Muir
was an intîmate frienti ai the late Dr. Begg, until,
it is saîi he mortally offendeti that doughty consti-
tuÙioualist by asking hlm ta niet a Roman Catholic
priest at dinner.

TuE English Pres/lyterian &fessenger says: The
Rev. John Smith ai Broughton Place Church, Edin-
burgh, was electeti, on Thursday last week, by the
Uniteti Preshyterian Synod, ta be the lecturer at the
Thealogical Hall on Practical Training. The other
twa names put in nomination for the appointment
were those af the Rev. Dr. Aird, aofIreechin, and
the Rev. M. M'Giichrist, B.D., af Ardrossan. As
Mr. Smith was ane of aur aId ministers at Wallace-
green, B3erwick, where he was singuiarly successfui,
it is peculîarly gratifying ta us ta note the influence
lc is exerting now that ho has, ta aur great regret,
gane back again ta Scotlanti.

TiiE United Presbyteria>s Magazine says: It is
fifty years since the Presbyterian Church in Irelanti
was canstituteti by the union ai the Synod of Ulster
with that ai the Seceders, that hati been founded by
our iorefathers soon after the Secession in Scatiand,r the former body consisting ai 292 cangregations, and
the latter Of 141. The General Assembly ai this
Church is ta holt its jubilce gathcring on JUiy 7th,
at Belfast. Thcy have much ta rejaice lu and bc
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thankful for,-the ability to holti their grotind, and
even to make progress against the forces that are
arrayed against them , the 'living earnest religion
that is found amoug themn; the inifluence they have
exerteti on varionus his, esperially on Anierica,
where the Presbyteriatn Church, the niost vigorous of
ail those that bear the Presbvterian naine, is a piant
from their root. Wec trust that the coming Assemibly
will be iu every respect a prosperous one.

S'EA.departureF, iu addition to the atdoptionl
of the uew Articles %vcre niadeat the recvnt meceting of
the Synod of the lngigish 1resbyterian Church. Omie
wvas the appointmieut af threc mnjisters-the Rev.
John M'Neil amongst thcm-to act as evangelists
for six weeks turing the current year This, says
the Belfast lViP;,s., is a step wvhich might ell be
imitated by other cliurches. Another %vas the con-
sitieration of a proposai that iu future aIl ministers
of churches embraced iu thc Presb>'terian Alliance
shouki bc eligible to charges in the Engiish Prcsby-
terian Church-ani idea which also deserves to bc
weighcd by other chuirchie!. \Vc observe thiat in the
clectiari of a Hiebrev professor the vote n'as taken
by ballot. A resolution that votes in the Irishi
Gerieral Assembly should bc taken in the saine way
îvas moved and iost iast year.

Ih' is stated that iu one very important respect
the New German Chancellor von Caprivi differs
from his great preticcessor. While Bismnarck openly
acknowletiged lus acceptancc of Christianity, he had
little or no sympathy with the organi.'ed agitations
looking toward the establishmnt of Christian ideas
anti ideals in the masses of the people. The frieutis
of the mission cause, both home and foreigun, the
ass;ociations for the irnprovement of the observance
of the Lord's Day, for the suppression of the rm
ruin and o'f public immorality, couiti ucver gain the
Iron Chancellor's heart and co.aperation. Caprivi,
howcver, is an active friand of ail such movements,
andi is especially interested inl the City Mission
Society of Berlin, anti is ever îvilling to show his
sympathy for atny earnast agitation for the elevation
of the morals of the people. IlIe is a regular church
attendant, and is liberal in bis contributions to
church purposes.

Titp Rcv. Charles Moinet, of Kenîsington, ad-
tiressing some stutients, îvho had just b.eu iicen sed
as ministers, at a meetinc of the Londoni Presbytery,
saiti that evan-elical Christiauity hati beeri associateti
lu the past withi a somnewhat dictatorial dogmatisin
and a narrowness of sympathy of which, perhaps, it
hati not yet worked itself quite frce. If these were,
iudeeti, the causes of the reaction îvhicli had set lnu
against it, it must be their effort, as ministers, to1
remiove them, and show that evangelical preaching
couiti bc combined, as it always wvas wvhen foui at
its best, with greatness of heart and a keen and sari-
sitive sympathy with ail the social and inteliectual
difficuities of the times. Oid positions hati beau
assailed, traditional viewvs hati bzen freely haridiet,
andi it îvas diflcult for the preacher sometimes ta
know hon. to adjust himseIf to the alterel anti still-t
shîfting position. They shoulti, at ail cverits, be
careful to avoid proclaiming as certainties wha.t terc
nierely hypotheses. Andt t this euti they shoulti
aîmn at mastering the mneaning of Scripture.

Tii.,lBritish Week/y says: The \Velsh Church,
lu its struggle, will have the full su4)port of thet
Church ai Engianti, for reasons which are obviousv
ou the surface. But the Church cf Scotianti necdti
not look for any snch aid. Tlhe Rccord, it is truc,e
gives some patronisiug sympathy ; bu~t the Guiardiiaiii
out anti out refuses ta do so. In the cyes af thc
High Church Party, the Church af S:otland is flotr
a Church at ail, and tbey believe that their rauks inu
Scotiant wil be largcly strengtheued by I)isestab-
lishment. The true conception of the Union, sayst
aur contemparary, incindes permission ta eachd
nation ta govern itself iu ail particulars which do i
flot affect the integrity of the kingdomn or contra-1
verie the moral iaw. Disestablishmcut bn Scotiand c
wotild no more dissolve the civil link betwaen thec
several parts af tht United Kiugdom than Dises-1
tablishmnent in Ireland ; nar, if accompantieti by as
proper regard for the interests concemucti, neeti itf
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involve dishonesty. Conseqîîently, il Scotchmnen
rerallv in earilest in this inatter, tliey %vill Ilavea

good riý.ht to be liisted( to

M iç and Ivairieti are the stories told of 11. M.
Stan ley. lifera k one that the /?ri/irh Week/y tells.
The day folloviig the gireat mecting of tl.c British
and Foreign Bible Society, inu Ex-eter lHall, a confer-
ence of prorninent supporteri and %workers %vàs heid
at the Bible 1 buse, Queu Victoria Street, %%ith a
view to the iInprovenient of organization and
methodï of operation. ln the course of the inet-
ingy Sir 1I arry Verney rose and said: I have some-
thing to tell you that 1 arn sure you %viil ail bc very
gladti t' hear. 1 waî sitting a fen, days ago next to
Mr. Stanley, the great African travelBer, andin cori-
versatioli lie saîid to me, "J ust before 1 starteti for
Africa S-ir WV. .Mackintion said to me, ' Now 1 'vant
to give you soinething, but 1 should like you to
chocose fç%r yoursclf. 1 snali have the utinost pleazs-
il e in presenting you with anything you like. Ncver
minci the epne just sa>' %vhat you 'vould like?'
1 repiied,' said the traveller, ' Give rme a Bible.'
The desired gift wvas 'ioon in my po. iojst the
Bible 1 wa-nted. And durinu rnmy abience iu Africa
1 have read tiit Bible through three timesl It
nccd scarccly bc added that the annoutucemnt vas
reccived b>' the meceting at ttie Bible I bouse îvith
the utmnost delighit and lieartiest applause.

THE a înmal meeting of the \Voinan's Christian
*remper;uîcc Unic'i was hield lu Erskine Church lec-
ture-roon, Ntonitreal, last week.. A number of de-
votcd ladies, froin varions parts of the Dominion and
sornc from the United States, arnong thein Mis-s
France.; \Viiia-rd, were preïent Ili the report of the
work donc during the year, wvhicl tvas prcsented by
Miss Tilley, or Toronto, it is itated that conventions
had becu hld in ive provinces,. Ontario uio% had
2 19 branches, %with «i înenîblersh;iip Of .4,503, and the
inemnbersh;iip of the Bands of 1Ilope arounited to over
14,000. The Scott Act %vas not now. in force in any
coutity of the P>rovince lbat gre-it hope centered in
the new license laiv. lu1 Ouebec there wvere seventy-
three unions %with a inembcrship of 2,735, and forty-
four Bauds of 1-ope with a mnnership Of 2,414.
Iu the Maritime Provinces therc were fifty four
unions %vith a membership of 1,302, and tventy-two
Bauds of Hope with a mncm-bershilp of something
over a thousand. British Columbia liad six unions
with :!42 meuibers, and thirteen Binds of Ilope
îvith a rnember-ýhip of 465 he Manitoba and the
North-%Vest Territories' unions are also, doing good
%vork. Altogrether tlicre are 5 13 unions in the J)o-
minion. with a total inembership of 9,040, and 19:
Bands of Hope, %vith a membersliip of 19,184.
These figures show a decideti increaïe in last ycar's
returns.

Iiii.--report oftlic Free Church Coilee omnittee
on the charfYes brouffht against l>rofessors Dods andi
Bruce, filliiug flfty nepge of a blue book, las
been issuet i.l the c-,Ise of lieither professor have
the conmrittee fousi inu tieir wvritings giountis for
ius'.ituting a proccis againist thé.m a w teaching tvhat
is at varian ce %vith the standards. But thev blame
I)r. Dods for havin- express-.ed limself iunastrt
liuge and unguardeti mariner," andi for publishing
statements %whichi, taken by tlieînselvei, might seem
to inake of no, vital importance questions which are
vit-il. Dr. Bruce is also blamed for dkpensing î vith
the circunspection iu forming- anti stating b is viewi
whi.h înighit have avcrtcd painful anti iniuriotus mis-
uutder.statidisgs." Statemnts of his ha;e -'creatcd
difficulty and perplexdty in thc minds not merciy or
ignorant but of well rcad anti cousiderate persons."
Some of bis explanations it accepts " iith a certain
re'serve." With somcthing of severity the committee
rebuke lDr. Bruce for his habit of flnding fault with
the state of Churchi faitlî and life. One member of
the coin nittec, Rev. Mr. Matthew of l-adtiington,
dissentb froin the report on Dr. Dotis as iniadequate,
in his opiuion, ou ucarly every point ; he regards
Dr. Doti' concessions to unbelievers as so danger-
oui, unwarranted anti unscientiflc as to caîl for more
exp!icit disavowai. But neitherrDr. Bruce nor Dr.
Dotis, iu replying to the sub-committec's reports,
shrink from the opinions they have avowcd, whcn
fairiy undcrstood.


