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guketth of the àal cf thi Aztec Em#re, wilh thc Destruction or Meico.
(Continueil.)

ERNANDO COntTES was the son of a
Spaiiî gentleman in the m!ddlp-
ranks of society. The elder Cortés
1)8( followed the profession of arms,
but wvas unvilling bis son should
enter into miffitary life. Prom a
child the young Hernandlo ex-
hibted great quickness and readi.
ness (,f apprehension, joined to a

restless energy and love of
*enterprise, i ndomita blej-erse-

verance, anud ini-

trepid courage.
The faults that
usually accom.
pany such a dis-
position, were not
wvanting in his

case. He was idie, averse to sýudy, -and impatient of control.
H1e wvas originally intendtd for the lawv, but bis erratic genius
cotild not bend itself to the labor of a legal educauion ; and at
the age of seventeen, bis parents reluctantly consen:ed to bis fol-
lowing thie leading of his own enterprising mmid. His tirst essay
was to accompany a sinall squadron or vessels bonnd f'or the
Indian Islands. On arriving at H-ispanola, he settled down for
a short timne tipon a grant of land which he obtained fromn the
Governor. This quiet life did not, however, suit bis ardent
teniperament. He took advantage of the first opportunity to, en-
gage in active service. Such an opening occurred ini the con.
quest ofCuiba under Velasqtuez. who subsequjently becane Gover.
nor of tie is.and. l'le courage and activity displayed brought
Cortés into great favor with Velasquez, who assisted him in vari-
ous ways ; but this favor was not of long contin-uance. Cortés,
by bis own imprudence, got into serious dificulties; was twice
a prisoner, but eachi time managed to make luis escape ; and,
finally, a reconciliation took place, though Cortés neyer again


