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tion, for an average of 71 cents per b,
which wonld make one stovs .\'urllx
nearly 20 dols.  Under these circum-
stances it is better to take tho lower
tigure of SO dols.  So much for the oue
side.

Then, for Canada, we ave at the pmsent
woinent masters of the posmon—-no op- |
position and no equal conditions in pro-
ducing the naterial, and yet, oddly
enough, wt do not seem to realise this.
But, if we enter into this new trade, can
we take the price offered, and what
vould be the advantage, if any, or dis
advantages to us as a nation?

“Wo cannot produce a store sture,
1,030 1hs., on foot here, when 18 or 20
munths old, at less than 40 dols., amd we
want one cent more per pound tov make

Duking the last twenty years it has
been scareely pussible tu vpen an gioual-
tuml paper without cncountering an
article on strawberries.  The straw l;«-nrv
has grown upon tho public, hundreds of
uew varieties have been mised, and
almost every phaze in strawherry man-
agement, from planting the new, o dig-
ging or ploughing up the old beds has
heen very fully discussed. One wmatter
has been almost entirely overlooked, at
least so far as regards any attention to it
in a precise scientitic way, for all that
seientilic education claims to do for culti-
vators is to help them to greater pre-
cision, [t has been often enough enforced
that the strawberry loves a rich soil, well
fertilized ; but rich in what! fertdized
with what? these are questions that have

a certain profit; thus the shipper gets | been variously answered by suggested

our store for 30 dols.  Lxpericnce is now
plentifui in showinyg that it costs 20 dol..
per head to land the animal at a Dritish
port, so that there remains & mauyin of
10 dols. in bargain-money between the
Dritish farmer and the party who takes
all risks.  Where ave we vow?  {f must
be almitted that, so far, things luvk well
cnough,  What would be the effect on
our '\nncultul al practice 7 and first, would
it pay better to export our cattle as
stores than as resdy for the butcher six
months afterwaras? We have scttled
the price and profit on stores; and,
though the other be better known, in
experience it is the casier understood.
Suppose that the Canadian farmer keeps
this store in place of selling for 50 dols.
in September or October. It is stall-
fed up to May in such a manner as to go
out at 1,400 ibs. ; to do less would be
useless.  We think 1% unwise to advise
anything over six cents per pound as the
future of our Dritish trade in live stuck
fit fur the shambles, aud hence the store
in question will, in the hands of the
Canadian feeder, feteh 835 dols., vi 70 per
cent. more thai. the store price.  But to
do this there is an absolute cash outlay
of 35 dols, which reduces the profit to
50 dols., or actually no more than what
we could have got seven months pre-
vious. Now, where are we? Is it not
obvious, at first sight, that tue problem is
in favor of selling stores; because we
get our money one-third earlier, so that
in an ordinary lifo of 35 years we would
live about 43 years, and because there
would necessarily be more inducement to
live stock breeding, and because it would
necessitate more and better pasture for
cheap production. On the other hand,
there would be serious drawbacks. As
Canada must continneg a grower of grain,
and maintain soil fe ..lt), and as the
salo of stores would produce less manwe
in quantity and value per head, the posi-
tion must be cautiously handled. Imme-
diate value is not necessarily the best
value,”

miztures of this and that, artihcal fer-
tilizers, special manures, compuosts, well
decompoged  natural material, and the
like. ‘We know that all theso contain,
as a general rule, anmmonia, phusphiates,
put.lsh, and lime saits, cte.; but the
precise relations between the stmwbeny
plant end these applicativng, in the way
of demand and supply, has scarcely been
touched upon.

The strawberry has become in Nova
Scotia an important field crop, not only
in the Counties of Kings and Annapolis,
so highly favored with enterprising and
intelligent cultx\'ators, but also in Sack-
ville ])xsmct in Halifax County, in Yar-
month, and in a few other parts of the
Province. It is but right thereforc to
call attention to the chemical composition
of the ash of ripe strawberries, as revealed
by the recent analysis of 1., Munro, of
the Downton (‘ollege* :—

The ripe straw berries was found to cun-
tain by weight :—

Water coie i $9. .;0 0 per ceat.
Orgatic mattel 10,
Ash . . 4.5 ¢

100.00  °*

The first suggestion is one that will
occur to the consumer, that, when he pur-
chases half a pound \\cl'vht of straw-
berries he gets a little vver three-fourths
of «n ounce of solid wmaterial, and mom
than 7 ounces of water. This libeiz
supply of the purest aud least uuunoua
material that enfers our stomachs may
e considered rather high in price at 20 or
25 cents a quart, but then the value of a
thing is just the money it will bring,
and 1t the consuming prblic prefer to
purchase this commodxty in the elegant
and luscious form presented by “the
strawberry grower, and to pay the high-
est market price for it instead, of bu5 iy
from the City Corporation the water
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olfered from rusty pipes at a lower price,
nu great evil can result to the purchaser,
and mwuch benefit way ba derived by our
strawberry growers,

The point, however, which we desire
specially to dwell upon is the chemical
Iaspeet of strawberry culture.  Like other
crops the strawberry his its special needs
that must be supplied to the soil, and
every annual crop of the fruit curned to
market takes out ef the soil a certain
ameant of valuable materinl.  What is
the aature of that material 7 what is its
amount? and in what form can it te
returned to the land at the least possible
expense?

All the substances of comereial value
taken from the soil by a crop, except
ammonia, are found in the ash of the
crop after being burmt.

The composition of the ash of ripe
strawbenies is as follows :—

Silica anq msulublo matter .o, e, G.ol p. c.
2301

Phosphate of Lime .
Containing 11. 40 of 1’

Phosphiate of Magnesia

Carbonate of Potash ..
Coutaining 41.40 Ko,

’\Ingnosm ............... cevnone vevsennens 2,93 ¢
I ) . 120
Sul shuric Acul (e\nhydnde S()a) 3.88 ¢
Undetermined IEOPPUPIRRTORIRRRRRR | X i1 B
100.00 **

Dr. Munro points out, what is evident
from the above figures, that in striw-
berries the whole of the potash exists in
combination with organic acid, and the
whole of the phosphoric acid as phos-
phate ot e, The quantity of potash
present is very considerable, even when
compared with that contained in the
grape.  Dr. Munro has been infurmed
that, in case strawberries grown with
guano in very rich soil, although many
blossoms are produced, they do not all
set, or, if they do, the fruit isinferior in
size and quality te the smaller quantity
produced by less vigorous plants grown
in poorer soil. The stronger andmore
highly forced plunts ars also found to be
more liable to mildew.

Considering the Lenefit often derived
by the grape vine from applications of
potash manure, it scems possible that a
special manure containing a fair propor-
tion of potash would producc good re-
sults,

We shall return to thissubject.  Mean-
time, if some of our Nova Scotian straw-
berry growers will kindly send us notes
of their experience with different manures,
composts and fertilizers, and the results
obtained as regards quantity and quality
of fruit, it will greatly help us in the
attempt to ascertain how far actual prac-
tice corresponds with the chemicel datg
so far obtained,




