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1879, and also & comparative statemment
showing the number and streugth of the
sucivtive in cach year, flom 18G4 to 1850
fnclusive, Thesu tublus show a po-
gressivo increase for the last 16 years
m the number of the sucieties, the mem-
bevship, aml the annual subscriptions.
While in 1864 there wevs only 37 sueie-
ties, in 1880 there were 83, The number
of menbers in 1864 was only 1744 5 in
1820 it was 4697,  The amount ol sub-
eeriptions in 1864 was $1859.00; in
1880 it advanced to $3551.75. ‘The
governmental grants in aid were in 1864,
$3010.00; in 1880 they were 36543.00.
‘Theso figures show clearly the increased
mterest now taken in thy grest subject
of ugriculture, as compared with that
existing 16 years ago.

Fimally, Nova Scotia is a country
whose climate, soil, and rich general
res arces warrant the expectution of a
prosperous future.  There is no luck of
physical or indellectual capacity on the
part of the prople. Let them be true
te themselves and their country, and,
under the blessing of the Almighty, they
shall attain to no mean status winony the
States and Provinees of the American
Continent.

DOMINION EXHIBITION,
HALIFAX, SEPTEMBER, 1881

OPENING ADDRESS BY HIS WORSHIP
MAYOR TOBIN, CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEE.

A first duty which devolves upon the Com-
mittee comlueting this Fxlubition is to record
3ts sense of the distinetion the City of Habfax
to-day enjoys 1 being the sce: ¢ of a gather-
ing designedd to illustrate the wealth and in-
dustry, not unly ot the Provinee of which it
forms a part, but of the Provinees of Canada
generally. It was natural to sssame thut an
event thus invested with 2 national wterest,
would awaken a spint of patrivtic enterprise
amongst vs as a people, and meet with a full
mensure of support and encewragement, and
it is gevatifying to teel that, i the vesults al-
ready achieved, we may fisirly claim that our
anticipations in this regard have been lovgely
realised.  The evidence is before us, in thy
extensive and vavicd contiibutions, which
have come from five Provinees of the Do-
minion, to furmsh and adorn this building
and the buildings and grounds adjuining,
and which speak in unmistakeable terms tor
the natural resomees of the Jand and of the
skll and energy of thuse who inhabit it. %
is Jurther impressed upon us by the presence
of this brilliant assemblage, and of the thou-
sands of visitors who have alveady flucked to
this Lall, many of whom have now, for a first
time, set {oot upou our Nova Scotian soil. In
these circumstances we have a key to the
popularity which attaches to industrial and
agricultural shows throughout all Canada,
and which scemss ta have made them a neces-
sary part of our social organization. They
appear to be universally ackuowledged as
one of ihie principal means whereby our
wechanical, agricultural and wanufacturing

! .
ats aro improved and nromofed, and by

which our progressive development in mate-
rinl civilization it wnde known to ourselves
and to the worbl.  “Lhe great and obvious
advantages derived from Provincinl shows
naturally erented a desire for competition on
o lavger sende, whereby the producers of the
several Provinees might unite in friendly
vivaley,  With the view of practivally encon-
raging this olject the Dommion Legislntuie
hasy In cach of the past thiee sems, voted
§5000 to uirl in giving a Dominion climacter
1o come ons of owr Provineinl Exlnbitions,
In 1879 the City of Qttuwa, nnd in 1880 the
City of Montreal aespectively  were the
favoured recipients of thisgrang, while to-day
it fulls to the Nava Scotinn Lxhibiton. The
prizo Jist we have offered is more liberal than
on any occasion in the history of one local or
Piovincial shows; it has been thrown open
to and fieely circulated throughout the whole
Dominion, and was frimed with an houest
desire 1o attract from every scction of it
s BExcelleney the Governor Geueral has
beeu pleased to sanction it by his patrovage
and expressed his vegret that his North-West
tour, not yet completed, would prevent hun
from attending in petson. Their Bxcellencics
General Sir Patrick MacDougall and Vice-
Admiral Siv Leopold MeClintock, with their
Honors _the Licutenant-Governors of the
several Provinces, and the Hon. the Minister
of Agriculture, act as Vice-Patrons, the latter
manifesting a direet personal, as well as an
official interest, by offering a hand:zome prize
for the best horse on the grounds.  Following
from these varions causes, we have what will
probably be admitted from all sides as a very
creditable display of this Dominion, which is
advancing, in comercinl prosperity and i
tellectual ‘progress, at a yearly aceelerating
vate. Norisit » consideration to be over
fooked, that we have here, mingling together
and witnessing this display, the workers and
thinkers not of one, but probably of cvery
vortion of the Dominion,—-a social pheno-
menon which constitutes not the least inter-
esting feature in connection with the oceaston.
Although the City of Halifax appears on the
map as not far fiom one extrenity of the
Dotwinion, its posttion with regard to lines of
txavel and pecessibulity, both by land and
water, point tu it as a convenieni centre for
a lurge portion of the NDominion. To the
natural edvantages thus enjoyed, by reason
of situation, has been added “the substantia}
assistanee rendered by the Govermnents of
New I unswick and Prince Edward 1sland,
who, in a liberal and culightencd spirit, and
with a full appreciation of the datficultics
with which a Duminion Exhibition bas to
coutendd, in ovder to renlise a dona fide Do-
winion character, have paid the freight on
exihitbies from their vespective Provinevs, so0
that those whase handiwork we bave now
the privilege of seeing may carry home the
prizes they have so deservedly won without
deduction or expence; and, masmuch as the
value of our display has been thus consider-
ably enhanced, we deew it onr duty 1o make
special mention of our indebtedness to the
Governents of thuse Provinees, aud we are
glad to count amongst our distinguished
visitors here to-day His Honor the Licutenant-
Governor of one of them, and :members of
the cabinets of both,

When this building was crected in 1879,
the idea prevailed that it woutd afford ample
room for wll requ’ enents that could be ex-
prcted to avise for years to come in connees

tion with fairs, Provincial, local or otherwise §
btit to-diny, 4 Jesw than two years alter its
innnguration, we find oursclves face to fice
with an oceasion which bits vendared it nes-
exary 1o provude very Inegely inerenserd
accommmadation, and these who attended the
gatherings of *79 aml 80 will recognise tine
fact v the pesence of the large strncture
povided for the recepfion ot machinery in
motion, tarming implements s other ex-
labits yequning move space thiun conld be
allotted 1o Ahem n the mpin buikling. I
will also be noticed that pernranent and con-
madivus shedding for hive stock has taken
the place off the temporary ercetions which
constituted the stabling and cattle shelter in
the pase two years. n addition to this it
has Lveu fonud necessary to avail of the large
buililing iw ihe Public Gardens known s the
* Rink,” which has been converted mto a
* Horticaitaval Hall,” and has been fitted up
tor the frust and flower show, as also for that
of roots and vegetables,—-the whole floor-
space thus ubtained being 70,000 feet. exclu-
sive of shedding, as against +0,000 rqunre feey
available last year.  The Hovtivaltural Hall
is some lietle chistanve from the building in
which we are now assembled, but, as its ap-
proach ix through the Public Gardens, which
are at once the pride and the delight of our
citizens, and cannot fhil to attract and please
every stranger who passes through them, the
objection which might otherwise obtam joses
wuch of it force, and may probubly be re-
garded by many as an advantage.

Amongst the berefits aceruing from ocea-
sions like the preseut is the favorable oppur-
tunity they present of noting the progress
made in the respeetive Provinces forming
the Confelderation to which we belong.  In
the agricnltural depavtment the contributions
of the neighbouring Maritime DProvinces de-
mand special remark. ‘The Prince Bdward
Island  Government has steadily tor wmany
years encouraged the improvement of horse-
flesh, and we see here to-day in the magaifi-
evnt animals exhibited from that Provinee
striking evidenee ol the success which bas
attended them in that direction.  Thuse who
ave considered anthorities in matters commer-
ciadin the I:land state that the rearing and ex-
port of horses has become a great and profit.
able industry, paying even beiter than cither
oats or potatoes.  The cattle and sheep will
alwo be scrutinised by onr farmers with much
interest, and probat’y not without profit. It
is unnecessary to deseant upon their mertts,
nor would it be just to anticipate the work
of the judges, finther than to say that we
hve, this year, a much keener competition
in high-class caitle than has cever been wit-
nessed before in the Maritioe Provinces. New
Brunswick, 2 Province of greas agricultunral
resources, has not been belind-hand in the
march of progress ; as with our own Province,
itx Governmment bas of late yvars done mnch
fur the improvement of live stock.  During
the present sunnner they hive made a very
Jarge importation of cattle from England,
and, within the past few weeks, have pur-
chased a fine property for the purposes of a
stock favtn.  This will be a centre of iprove-
ment from which great results may be ex-
pected, and its presence enables us to say
that the Maritime Provinces have now ench
and all within themselves the means by which
they may compete successfully with the best
stock of Ontavio and Quebee. It would
have been = source of great satislaction to
the Committee, and doubitless to all the visitors




