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glect, H is Cause I bere is 11o Ilonrishiiîg, and1 people tinkil more
of tibeir ownl homies iban of (.od's sanctuarv, -and of thecir own
conîiforts tbail of the extension of J-lis KlgIm

*ludged by this nile %wlîat %vas the Condition of God'S caliu
aiiioig the rettnrncd Iw iiI-laggal. t 'ni 'liTe aniswer
iUst be tlîat it n'as In a Sad state. and( tliat vCry littie înterest

was taken tiierein. for- God's blouise* was lvin- 4wzlste.e,

Wb7lCni tlîe\v rettnrnied fr-oîî thle caplti\'itr aI good deal of intcrcst
wvas taken il, this illatter. Tuist as sooln as thev retiirnedi tliey
set to wvork rej)airiiig Jcmnsalemn and nîiakiiîîg preparations for
the public service of God. Soon the «,lar wvas rcared anîd once
more tbe daily sacrifices wveîe oflcrcd ini lenusale ni. A year
after tlîeir retturu the fonîîldations of thie temple were laid. Th'le
bcginingii proîîuise1 \VC1I ; and1 it appeared as if' the \\7h11 Cdi-

fice wvonl be colluleted ini a short îinic. B'ltiim 0 tbrou he
opposition andI the ini srclresentations of bitter eieiiecs wvho
sent false reports to) the Persiani court-tîerc caine ani inter-
dîct froin the kzino foridi ngiiç thein to ge oni %'ith the bulild-
iim-- of the temple and otiier -works. *For tlîis tllcv werC iîot to,

blamîîe. ilcv (esire1 to restore tlleir wvaste tempjle. b)ut the
Izing's (icec prohil)îtcd themu. B'ut sixteen years aftcr thce
wvork of reliliig~ had begnimi. anlotlier king reinoved the ini-
terdict. '1'bev wc re again at liberty to again go on Nvith the
Nvork yea, thcv wverc iccoulragedl and v'alUal)le ail n'as given
Uîcml for the puripose. Buit %Vl1îen Ulic permission caille thcy
(li( îlot. take advanltage of it. There Nvas nio effort punt forthl tW
r-encw\ the wvork. '1'lev werce eg. gC( ini buildinîg bouses for

thieniselves. ini secking thcir own conifort and tlbey eaised
thieir consciences l)v saving one to -inotller-.-ltd pcrliaps to

those wlio nîiav have urgcd theni ini that d!irectioni-" The time

is îlot mfleC, the iinie timat the Lordes Iliîîse sllinld l)e bulilt."

Thler \WOul(l conteld thiat the tinie ,vas inoplportune for thieni

ho biiild tlue Lord's bouse :that thcyv -were but l)eginucirs ini the
land :thlat thev muiist bnlild thecir own liouses *first :that thcvy
liliist establishi their businless or till thecir farinîs and \'incyar(l5

and tliat bcsi(lcs th(- tinies wcm*e llard, Uic crops failil g. Hie


