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Whiat theix are the characteristies of Burns' poerns wichl
dlaim our attention and. nake us Leed that bore is a g-reat
spirit, one to whorn wve inigrht wcll listeni aaid grow in wisdoin?
*We cannot do botter than agre-e with Carlyle thiat sinceity-
biis indisputable ai r of truthi-at the very beginning impresses
us that this ian b)as a imessag(e and understands it. He
paints no false, unreal i eo 1e speaks of no sorrowsand joys
whichi mighit take place: but to lii i tlie who]e is reaL. It is
that o? whichi lie k-nows hie speakzs, and froin a full h)eart
whiich bias ineasured it ail lie grives forth his treasures. Speak-
ingç from the heart lie reachies thie hieart, and it is because of
this trueness thiat Burus is a homne-naine whcerever his poems
bave found thecir way. Tfhat, sincerity is one of the gyreatest
elemients in religyion, I think we ca.n aLiI agrc. Religrion's first
dernand 18 to be real, truc, to dcscribe " tbings as we sec theni,
for the God of thingics as tbcy ire." To be convinced of our
circunistances, our ow'n inner nature and our God is one o?
the great secrets for interpreting the probleins of RC , to our
fellow beings. B3urns doos not seeii to, knon' wvbat afiectation
is. Hie is an lionest mxana and an bonest -writer. Ho borro'vs
no justre but clothes hiimself in lus own garinents. Thiere is
no shîadowy glory covering nip fauits and failings. Nothing
is put in a false lighit, no dimi di-stant halo surrounds the
head of any hiero or spreads hîaxy outlines over any land-
scape.

'l'le syanpathy of Burns anxd biis naturalness find bian sub-
jects where ever bis far seeing vision swccps. It is not bis to
go hack to mythical aýges to find rt thenme for luis fancy. Hc
bpnds over a daisv and it speaks as an angel. Hie secs the
upMx.rned xxest, o? 4'tho wec beastie " and teaIrs faili. Hec lif ts
a tethic:red sheei» froin the diteli and it beCornes a teaclier of
muen. lie waitchies the tîncertain way of the creeping insect,
and a philosopher speaks. Hie sits ini the inglie nook of bis
fatber's home and reverence zind houi, m iess join hands. With
rollicking coanpanions hoe drinkzs bis glass imd cracks his joke
and fun and frouie stand zarrayed in fait garnients. Hie be-
cornes conscious o? man's hypocrisy and bis words sting like
falling lses. Hie crosses the path o? the iiisgruided prodigal
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