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Some Tasmanien Items.
IV AMY L. SWIFT,

in Taslmalî:, as 't other liriilit Col-
onit o te m îtal anid telegraph depart-
mutt'ntt lire trun1 in connuection wiVit each
oi ier undor tlie direct care of t lie lost-

:ii ''ar-Genueral, wlho is as responisible
for the one as for the other. Telegraph
listruiet'uis are placed lm the various
'o.L u 'ties, anid the official in clarge

itimt. uuniders:tîitd and attend to litei
i additi!ot ta tle other business of the
oit itn, smnethiig that our own ipost-

masters are not expectei L tdo. A very
largt nuimoi of elegratms go througi
th departilient every yeari, and the
't"" 't Geterail, who lias receitly

been looking into the matter, lias dis-
oveedi th:l a mituch larger proport ion

are sent under the fice or "franking"
'vilmveg than seemtas poussible. Over

<:0u.000 worth of free telegramis go
throtgli the' 

TIobart Telegraph Office
annalty, ail ot whiichî is jtau So mauch
lota tu the governiient, and when t
tu unount is added the loit 'ostage
oi tlie large nwtber of letters that

ro : perinittel tu pass free, it can
ea'tily bc seen that the anount lust
.eah ypar mîtust bu very large. The
t rouble is &,hatt 4 great many who vere
entitled to the franking privilege
have "ridden a free horse tu death,"
as t lie sayiig is, using it in transmit-
ting private iestutageis uf a leigti Lhey
iiever would have done had they been
olbhigel t> pay for thein, and to sucht
an extet that the los has tow gone

19on pemissblebounds4. 'l'lhe frank-
img privilege was miant to be used in
behl:alf of, hie pubbie good, and' not for
Ilt't imtrit oU tiose to wh1om1 it
wtas accorded, so.now te PoustisLer
Ceueral is plann'ng to take steps to-
wtrds lesseiting the abuse, and as e re-
sult wve, whto collect colonial locals, will
sooin have another of the clan to gather
intto the fold. A "cechk stamp," it is
to he' called, and mnst appropriately so
riinte its purppse i to keep tà check on
the amnounit of free telegraph andl mail
mnaleir' scnt by each publie bodaly or
offiteia. llitherto, any eivelope could
hw u ul for such iaLter, Lita setner
m'rely endorsiig his namie on the

li t hereafter civelopes, with
i hi c'hek stamtt inaprcsiedi uponît it will

e supplibedto those entitled to use
i bemii, andîl shou Id t he nutîîmber froin any
ather source becoine excessive the Post-
mtaster General vill politely request t
ba' imformied how it happenis. In this
mnnitier it is hoped t keep tally of the
free matter sent, and thus reduce it
in volume.

One of the postatlhaw of titis country
tayt that no married woian shall be
eligible for office, but the Postmaster
General lias lately learned, to his in-
tense amueinemit, tha.f through the
quick wit of u uPjmian at least one pair
of cooing lavera have succeeded in set-
tinîg that law at complete defiance. It
seems that the young post mistress of
a country office decided awhile ago t
make a local acquaintance supremely
iaîppy by murrying him, but she didn't
want t- give up ber position and yet
was perfectly aware that according tu
the rule sie could zot keep it if abe
mnarried, She was a bright lassie, how-

ever, eu after due cogitation shte sat
lier down and pennîted a grave bus!-
nem like letter to the Deputy-Post-
maëster General auggesting that the
managemont of ber office might with
advantage to the department, be of-
fored by publie tender. The official,
fell into the trap su carefully. Apread
for his guileless feet, and accepted the
suggestion, offering the position ne-
cordingly. In due time the buccessful
tenderer, my lady's own beloved, was
announced, whereuuon my lady resign-
ed lier charge, married her auccessor
and then pîroimp1 ly returned to ber
former duties. Who aays that Cupid
is toe blind tu see boyond; the present
momeniti

One of mny Tasmantà.iiian correspondents
told ;me t Ve.v mîontts ago about uan odd
letter frton an odder American which
was recei.ved last year by the postmas-
ter of Ilobart, and given by him to the
publie press as sonething entirely Loo
good tu keep to himself. Here i the
letter, colpied from the copy sent me,
which by the way was devoid of signa-
ture; thanks tu the good nature of the
receiver. It came fron Atlantic City,
New Jersey, and bore date of October,
1897.

"Postmnaster Htobart, 1. O., Island of
Tasmania. Dear Sir:-Encloeed please
find my business card and tentimonials
would you please inform me w.ho i the
ruler of the Island of Tasutania, his
naine and addres, colored or white, do
the natives rule New Zealand, if so
would you give nie the addrea# of the
New Zealand native kings or any in
Australia please send ie uta copy of lo-
bart ;tnd Launceston newspapers in re-
turin I *ill send you aumount of expense
for postage andi newsptpers and any-
t.hiiîg 1 cai dIo for yout in Ainerica
shal bepeased to be at your service
Australian newtnapers would be a no-
velty here thanking you for attention."

Of course this wotderful epistle
aroused considerable hilarity in Hobart
and people have been wondering if iat
wa a fpir simple of "Yankee notions
of Tasinania." I thi'nk mtyself that it
muist have been the effort ut amall
boy who was oi the hunt for good ad-
dresses froma which he could beg stamps
but there l no ktowing. If ho. could
only be liftied over tu Tastimania just
long enough lo see that the cities and
t,owns of the island aro in nu way in-
ferior to tiose of the United States,
andti the peop>le thereof ats highly edu-
icted'a any of our peuple (nu taking
tha't Jtr.eyitn ai aê sampe) I think b
would be tbu astounded to ever write
a letter again.-Ilerald Exchange.

FaIda.d Islunds.
UV C. F. ROBINSON.

The Falkland Isands are a group of
islands in the South Atlantic, belong-
ing to Great Britain, and lying about
250 miles east of the nearest point in
the mainland in South America, be-
tween the parallela of 51 degreet and
52 degrees 45 minutes and 61 degrees
46 minutes west. ( The islande are
about two hundred in number, but
only two are of considerable aize, the
largest of these, East Falkland, ia 95
miles in extreme length, with an aver-

age width of 40 miles, and the smaller.
Weat Falkland, is 8' mtiles long and
about 25 miles wide.

The area of East Falkland is about
3000 xquare miles, and that of West
Falkland 2000. Most of the uthers 'ire
mere isiets, the largest boing only 16
mtiles long by 8 miles vide.

''he two principal islanLs are sep-
arated by Falkland Sound, a narrow
strait froma 18 tu .2 1-, miles in% width,
running nearly du" nortli and south.
The coast line of both islandsis tleely
indented and many of the bays and
inlets terni secure and protected har-
bors. The northern sections of E:tst
Falkland bi hilly, and is cio.4ed, bhy a
rugged ranlge, running e.it and west,
and rising in somte lil;pas tot a height
of neiarly 2000 feet. 'The remainder of
the island cotsists chiefly of low, un-
dulating ground, a miixture of p-isturo
and moraïs, with many shallow fresh
water tamsi and smuailler streamts rnn-
ning in ail thc valleys. ,

IL bas been controlled hy the Eng-
lish oince 1771, who have their guvert-
ment offices at the principal town,
Port Stanley.

The first stamps to appear were3 is-
sued in 1878. and consisted of a 1-2,
41 andt 6 pen.ny ant, a 1s. They arc not
catalogued very higli, coinpared with
the 12 pence, black, Canada; the prices
ranging all the way fron 1 to 7 1-2
dollars. The next issue did not ap-
pear until 1884, vith only two denom-
inationsitha 1 and 4 penny. Again in
1886 the sanie denoiîinations m.ide
their bow to the public; thisq time on
paper watermarked "crown" audI "C.
A." sideways. li 1891 appears to have
arison a demand for two new values,
the 1-2 and 2 1-2 penny. They were
issued in green and blue respectfully;
while the .1 ponny was changed to
brown.

lt the sane year appeared their oaly
surcharge, and let us hope it will be
their last. Cr'he 1 ,enty claret. waa
overprinted with the 1-2 penny de-
nomination, in the uppîmer left and'lower
right hand corners. ( This surcharga
may be found in many po3iitios; th
mu3t common being inverted and aide-
ways, while a few received a doublé
surcharge. In 1892, the 2 1,ud 9 penny
stamups were thrown on the narket,
while the other denomîinations appear-
ed in new colors.
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