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PLEASANT BOT:TRB.

slopary stations were iwo bundred miles
apart_and this distance was covercd by
Mr Crosby in bis jourpeyings to.and
-fro, by canvs.  For more than ten years
he kept up this Jaborious and often perile
ous mode of travel rowlug, on an aver-
age, two thousand miles in a year But
In 7882 he realized that somuc ve try wode
of Jocomotion could no longer e dis-
pensed witih lo must he 2o suambaat,
whieh would save time aug atour  Re-
membering bis former success in Outario.
he returped there and, fecturing and ap-

peating to the churches, he succceded in §

raising a small fund for the purposc.
With tho ald of a eatlor, who had been
ronverted i ons of his meetings, ho

tullt the boat; a small engine. which,

could propel it at the rate of seven knots
an hour was purchased and put in. and
thus- equipped, Mr Crosby resumed hip
Inbours.

The statisticnl results of theso long
years of labour are remarkable. There
are now twenty-three churches in regular
organization, with day-schools and Sun-
day-schools, a hospital under the charge
of a skilful Christian physidan, a large
tndustrial school for girls, with forty
mipits, and a similar institalon for buys
where instruction is given in uzeful arts
There are cight ordained ministers, seven
iay misstonaries, and elght native assist
ants, ‘Tho churches are sclf-supporting,
and 10 a mest thriving condfuon  Look
ing back on the results of-his thirty
years of Jabour Mr. Crosby thanks God
that ho was led to taKe up-this ploneer
work and for the success with which God
nan rewarded him.—The Christian Herald
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-ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE!

Dr. CI f in
a phrase sald, " They were all at it, and
always at it That is the_reason-of
1ts success. It 1s becauso the people, and
all-the people, had a mind to work that
the walls of- Zlon have gone up. The
Sunday-schools and Epworth Leagues
_have a very Important part to play In
-bringlng to completion this Twentieth
.Century Thanksgiving Fund. It would
be a disaster it this were left to the gen-
orous givers of largo sums It 13 Im-
portant that every school, however hum-
ble, every scholar, however poor, should
have some part in thls great work

This has been the secret of tho success
ot +-o movement In Great DBritaln, and
alsc s the grand missicnary work of
Methodism for the -last hundred years.
1t is more by the pence of the poor than
tho pounds of tho rich, that these mis-
stonary -triumphs have beea won, that
_hundrods of missionaries have been sent
to the forelgn fleld, that thousands of
prayers have gone up 10- God - tor thelr
guccess, So will 1t be In connection
with our own great missiou work, and es-
pecially with this Twantleth Century.
Movement. .

“Dr. Potts has already:recelved pledges
for about $600.0¢5 of this fund~ Tho re-
malning $400.000 will bs by far the hard-
est.to obtafn. It can only de secured by
“the  hearty -effort of every school and

presenting snd endorsing to the utmost
of our power the following urgent ap-
peal from the General Secretary of -tho
T Century Thanksglving Fund

To the Sunday school Saperintendent *

My Dear Drother, In the good provi-
dence of God you are placed in a position
of evteaordinary responsibility nud in-
{ fluenee e good  Tho piace and power
, ot the Bundas school in the kingdom of
) Chirist and In the Christian work of the
‘Twentieth Century can bardly be over-
estimated

i
I

|

Tho T h Century T iviog
Find should appeal strongly to the Sun-
day schuols :7 the Conuexlon Many
have organized with the determination
to place the name of overy scholar on the
Historir Rl With nfelligent organi-
zatlon and aggressive work, this should
not be very difficult.

Hags your achool been organized ?

1f nat please nrganize at once o that
you may complete the work within the
year and if posajble by October
! Kindly faform mo of vour actlon re the
TCeTF Ever yours.

JURIN POTTS, Gen Sec
Victorta College, Toronto.
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BILLY'S ORUTOH
“’\.\.’lll you plcam buy my geranium,

r

If o musical voice z bright face. and a
I beautiful plapt. =li-belonging to a young
lglrl with dtinpled cheeks and langhing
blue eyes. will not bring a man to a
standstill then It must be that he 18
hurrying through the world teo fast, and
wants nothing to come into his life that
wllllglnﬂden b1s heart and renew his
youth

1 came to a full stop, and would not-

have -missed that sight for a_good deal.
As the girl stood-there on that bright
Qctober .morning, it was difficult to tell
where tho sunshine left oft and wkere
the girl began. They seemed made for
each otirer, it was a perfect match, with
the dividing line hard to discern,

“ Have you any objfectlon to tell me
your naine 2

Oh, no, sir! My name's Gertrude

-Wilson.”
1 T hat a beautiful geranium yuu have
I~lpcrc.
“Isn't it lovely

1 Indeed it is, and the flnest 1 ever saw.
1 Where did you get it ?”

} ' About three sears ago a lady left a
i slip Iying on the seat in a horse-car. I
4 ouk 1t hume, got the richest dut 1 could

s flnd, put it in this old paint can, and |

1+ then set the slip in it, and it began grow-
. ing right-away. I've given-it pienty of
| water to drink, and kept it-in the sun-
| shine as much as possible.” -
' Why, I should think you wovld love,
it very dearly.”
“Love it! T guess I do love it
seems just like o part of myself
“\Well, my dear, it you love it so much,
pray tell me why you want to sell 1t 7
“Oh, I wouldn't-let it go, if I did not
want to help God answer-Billy’s prayer
Don’t you think it splendid to.help-an-

It

-| swer-somebody’s prayer "

“How do you knmow I believe in
prayer 7" B .
“Oh, 1 am suro you do, for you have
such a prayerful look.” . |
merry laugh, and
s I sald
fn prayer.

Now tell

As I made-this request, a joyous look
cams fnto-ber face, and her large blue
eyes shone with delight, and as the
dimples deepened-in her cheeks, I beheld
a- plcture that was worth-going a long
way to see. _ -

“What! Billy ? Oh, hes the nfcest
and best 1little fellow in all the city!
Why, he i3 goodness, sunshine and music
all in one fump  Somebody let him drop
when he was quite young and ‘hroke his
hip, and ever since he has been acripple.
But his leg Is the-only crooked “thing
about him. My mother says that Billy’s
mother-was the best Christlan she ever
knew  Well, when she dled-last year,
everybody in our tenement house wanted
to adopt Billy: so you sce he belongs to
all of us. He pays his way by selling
newspapers, and no_one with-good "legs
can get around liveller than Bllly can
with a erutch.  But yesterday his crutch
caught tn a hole in the sidewalk, broke
o two, and let him-fall: e d

ot another, and I don't know who -to
g:k‘ g0 please, dear Lord, send me nne
other opo  Mother always told me to
g0 to you when I was 1n trouble, and 20
1 come now.  Pleaso, dear Lord, answer
my prayer, for Jesus' sake. Amen’

“1 Iald awr™o.a good while lhln)fins
of that prayer aad it-was the first taing
1 thought of tbis morning, and 1 began
~cadeting 1t I couldn't do something to
help God answer Dllly's prayer. Well,
while I was wonderlng 1 saw my ger-
autum, and then I sald- -Oh. moybe 1
can sell it and get enough to buy another
crutch 1

“Now you know who Biily {8, and why
1 want to sell my geranfum  Won't you.
please _buy it

1 was greatly moved and interested,
and I'Hl-own up to a great deat of
molsture about my eyes as 1 Inquired.
* How tail 18 Billy 7"

Xanthus,

of nothing but tonguc

8 1
angry, an

.
af Acsop. .
« Master,” sald Aesop, * you told me to
buy for dinner to-day the worst things
in the market. Is there anything worse
than tongues T Is not the *ongue the in-
strument of strife and contention, the
fomenter of-lawsults, and the source ot
divisions and wars? Is not the tongue
tho orgen of error, of lies, of calumny,
and blasphemy
Acsop convinced his master tbat the
tongue, when used-aright, may be cons
sidered the best of all things, and tho
very worst when put to a wrong use
Soon-nfter Aesop was-given his freedom
he visited Croesus, the Lydlan- king,
whose name was then, and {8_now, a
synonym -for great wealth, He sald
many wise things to Croesus. While
visiting Croesus he met, nnd became well
d with Solon, *the great law-

*Oh,” she quickly “I've got
the measuro of his oid crutch, if that is
what you mean.”

“ Yes, that is Just what I mcan, so if
you please, Gertrude, we'll go and =ce
about a crutch.”

It did not-take us long to find o store
where such things were to be procured,
por a great while to-get the kecper of
tho store as_much Interested as 1 was in
the girl's story. Just the right kind of
a crutch was found, and a minimum price-
put upon it

“Wel),” I sald, “I'll ghe jou that
much for the geranium, Gertrude, and it
is very cheap at that.”

“ Oh, thank you,” she sald, and her eyes
fatrly danced with gladuness, ' I'lt take
the crutch, please, but Billy musin't
know a word about-where it came from.
Isn't it just splendid to help God answer
Bitly 8 prayer ?*

The molsture in my eyes didn't.sub-
side one bit, a8 I sald .

“1 want you to do me a favour, Ger-
trude. I am hundreds of miles away
from the place where I live, and 1 can't
carry this plant around with me. Would
it be too much trouble for you to keep it
for me ?"

“What, do you want.me to-take care
of it for you ?”

“Yes, my dear, If it will not be too
much trouble.”

* Oh, you splendid.man, you! I'll'be
glad-to do it, and I'll just take as good
care of it-as I did when 1t was mine.”

1-carried the plant, while she carried
_the crutch, and after reaching the house,
Billy was called-in to see me, while Ger-
trude smuggled the crutc* into his room,
and came back with-her face as happy
as a face could be,-but never betraying
to Billy, by word or-look, that she had
pcen answering Billy's prayer.

To sum it -all wup,-Billy has a new
crutch, and he is the happlest cripple-in
the big city. Gertrude helped answer
his prayer, and a happler girl don't live,
I own the handsomest geranfum bush I
ever saw, and the one who takes care of
it for me is as proud-as I am-of that
plant.

WRO WAS ZSOP?-
BY D, VIRGINIA FARLEY.
Aesop, the celebfated fabullst, was born

.been a mative of Phrygla, but the placa
ot his-birth:is uncertain; as a_number of
Greclan-cities clalm the honour i

While quite young he was brought to
Athens as 3 slave.  He faithfully-served
gaveral masters,"but at’last, i consldera- |
tion of-his wit and "beauty of mind, he
 was given his-freedom. d-t
Acsop was at one time the chiet servant
of a-philosopher ‘named Xanthus. One
day Xanthus wished-to give a-grand din-
ner t0-some.of his friends, and he-ln-
structed- Aesop to buy 'for tho dinner
“the very best-things in the market.”
Aesop went to market, bought a great
number _of*tongues, then told-the cook
to servo them with different sauces.
When the dinnér was ready “there’ were
ulmsue in all “styles, but not one thlng
else! " L ~ -
Xanthus was enraged. -Ho called Aesop
to him, and sald : “1 ordered-you.to buy
tho very beat things In the market. Why
did you not obey me ?” _

“1-did obey you, Master Xanthus,”
‘Aesop replied. “Is there, master, any-
thing better than-tongues? Is'not the
tongue -the bond.of-clvil’soclety,. tha key,
.ot sclerices, and organ of truth and rea-
son? Is it not by means-of the tongue
that citles are built, and governments es-

and "_ Do not men

to get in thel house, and was not hurts
AVell, last night, just as-: was going to
bed, 1 heard Billy-praying. His room
{s next to mine, and_only a-board parti-
ton-between—so I could hear it'all -Ob,
I-shall -never Jorget -his words, as-he,

v
persuade, Instract, and prestdo

blies by using their-tongues "
“I'll_ excuse you this time,” sald

in assem-
SR

about 620 B.C. He 1s_supposed-to_have |.

-It-1s satd-that | gled

glver.,” He went to Athens, and while
there composed the fable of Jupliter and
the frogs for the Instruction of the
Athenlan cltizens, .
About 564-B.C. Acsop met with a cruel
death  Croesus sent him to Delphi_with
-a large sum-of money_that he wished to
have distributed among the citizens: »
dispute-arose over the matter, and Acsop
refused to dlstribute the money. There-
upon the Delphjans became angry, ac-
cused- him of gacrilege, and hurled him
from a-yreclplce. - _ -
-It Is claimed by some authoritles that
Acsop' left no written fables; but if is a
fact. that fables -bearing his name’were
popular in the city of-Athens whef-the
Itterary perlod was -at lts zenith=Ep-
.

worth- Herald,

SOMETHING ABOUT GLVING.

“Aunt Lena, It I were rich I would
give ever so much to the poor,” sald.Bes-
sle, who bad just finished reading about
a wealthy lady’s charitable acts toward
the poor.

“And what would you give them, Bea-
-sie 7 asked-her_Aunt Lema. = "~

Oh, food and clothes to make them
comfortable; and to please the little boys,
1 would- give .them lots-of .balle,  sleds,
and-tops; and to the little girls‘I would
-glve boxes and boxes of dolls,” Bessle'an~
swered. .

“But'why don't you give the.poor some
of, these nlce things now 2" ‘Aunt Lena
agked, stroking -one of the girl's long
curls. _ .

* Why, -auntie, you know I haye no
money " exclaimed-Bessle, widely open-
ing her brown eyes, 3

“ But you have three dolls, any one of-
.Which would no doubt make little Mary
Flanzagan very happy,” auntfe sald.

“ But'I think ever so much of all my
dolls, ard ‘I_couldn't bear-to-part wita
one,” said the little girl. N

“Then you would 1like to be-rich so
that you could-give to the poor only such
things as you would not miss out of your
great abundance! JIs that trite charity

_{ to the poor, little.nfece?” and ‘Aunt Lena

'I;Ol:l the rosy-cheeked face between both
ng .
. “N-no, auntie,” said Bessle, and:then.
Jumped up. L

* Where are.you going, Bessie 2 B

“1 am -going:to._dress ‘Rosampnd and
Rosalle, my two next-best dolls, and give
them to Mary Flannagan “and -
Humel;"and'I think Iwlll-shine the run-
ners of my old sied and-give it to Katle's
little brother, Johnny,-for, though I dear-
1y love to coast down the hill, I'think he
will gmoy it'more, for he has never had a

And thie Httle girl ran off, feeling happy
at the {dea of making otiers' happy, even
at some cost to"herselt.—Ollve Plants.

Catherine and-the Joke.
B BAMILTON DOXSEL,
Marjorle's merry-and sprightly,
Full of her whimsles.and jokes;
Catherine’s gentle and -winning,
Demurest of little folks,~  ~

One nfght, at.the sandman's hour,

“In thelr little white bed upstalrs,
-These™two little_maldens lay talking
- -After-thelr whispered prayers.’

“T'll tell'you-a joke—now,.listen
1 overheard -Marforio say.” ~ .
And her clear. little, dear little voice ran-
.~ on, .. h T
In.its‘own bewltching way.

And then,.of & sudden, it endéd;
A little silence—s pause— .
nd I.knew thit Marjorle waited,

 Xanthus, *for- your - 0 “is truly.
good; but -these same friends will dine’
with meé-to-morrow, and as-1 wish:to

sald : * Dear-Lord, I've néver

League - throughout the entire of -Cana-
-day;Hethodism, * We have- pleasure-1a

on-without™a.crutch. F've.no.money to.

sbout my_broken hip,-and I am.willing | agai
to go through life with it, but I can’t get | And.’

£0 t6 market

o
"' "The next day. the dinnér agaln co

n,-and buy’the.worst thing™ you'tan
y Eyoumal

- nt, for her

{arjorie cried, and Cath
“cOf-conrse, T can't; 18’




