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OHRISTIAN MARTYRS, gheep for the slaoghter,” nanght oould  to his ear—and the odours of an open =~ The crimson stream, the gath inflicted
By THE EDITOE. nepalx:ato them frongx the love gf Ohrist. Img filled the air. Though And not s drop is shed 1o vai.
Wrapped in their fiery vesture and,the dull ear of sense heard nothing, ho,  This spirit of martyrdom was a now
§  Dusino the early Christian cent.urleo‘ahrond of flame, they yot eaalted in could listen to the invisible Oory |, prioclple ir. society. It had no Jlaesl
tho entbuslesm for martyedom pre-iheir glordvus victory. Whils the pbeus as he Invited him to heaven and 1 oounterpart. Socra*se and Beneva
valled, at times, almost like an epl |leaden halil fell an the mangled framo, promised him an eternal crown.” The sufered with fortitude, "at not with
¥ deof.. It was one of the moat,and the eyes filmed with tho shadows, names of the * greatarmy of martyrs,” faith. The loftieet pagan philosophy
B rematkable featurea of the ages of,of death, the epirit was enbraved by, though forgotten by men, are written dwindled in'o fioance befure Lhe

B persecution. Notwithstanding the
terrific tortures to which chey
were exposed, the fiercer the
tem) st of heathe n rage the higher
and urighter burned the zeal of the
B (hrisiian beroes. Age after age
B summoned the soldiers of Qhrist
S to the conflict whoss highest
B guerdon waa death. They bound
tiguas . " vaeth sbout their
and exe.  in the “glori-
ous infamy ¥ of suffering for their
8 Yord. The brand of ghame be
B cemo the badge of highest honour.
E Boeldes the joys of heaven they
2 von imperishable fams on earth,
R w4 the memory of a humbleelave
Bl wzs often haloed with a glory sur
E pesting that of a Qortius or
Horatius, The meanest hind was
B cnnobled by the accolade of mar-
% tyrdom to the loftiest peerage of
B .lo skies, His consecration of
B suff was elevated to & gars-
went, and called the baptiem of
fire or of blood.
R  Buming to obtain the prize,
B the impatuous candidates for death
BB cften pressed with eager haste to
B neizo the palm of viclory and the
B wertyrs crown. They trod with
B joy the fiery path to glory, and
B went ag gladly to the stake e3 to
B & marrisge feast,  “Thelr fel-
Bl ters,” says Busebius, #reemed like
E %? golden x:d:-xmunenta of & bride.”
a ey deal msartyrdom  more
S ardently thsan men afterward
8 woght & behopric. They exulted
BN amid their keensst pangs that
i they were counted worthy to
W wuffer for their diving Master.
S “Let tho ungule tear ®s,” ex-
B oisims Tertullian, “the crossea
P boar our weight, the flames en-
BB velope us, the sword divide our
B throats, tha wild besats spring
o n; ; the very p?dure of
gl prayer is a preparstion for every
g o ent.?' ¢ Thees things,”
B says St. Basdl, “so far from being
@ & terror, are rather & pleasure and
a recreation to us, ¢ The tyrsuts
i -weroarmed,” says St. O

hrysostom
Ec nd thewrartyranaked ; yet they that the bestific visioa of the o

OERISTIANX MARTYRS.

fo the Book of Life. ¢“Ths Lord

the proposed waterway. Work has
already begun upon this railwa , and

sublimity of Ohristian hopa.
This "acked beyond the shaduws
of time and the sordid cares of
earth to the grandsur of the
Infinite end the Bternal The
:xabrfdt:d deaths of the bLelisvers es

i a spiritaal power htles
than the pripxi::{nl instincts o?zﬁmro,
the love of wife or child, or even
of life itself. Like a solernn voloe
falling on the dell car of man.
bind, these holy examp'es arged
the inquiry, “ What ehall it profit
& man if he gain the whols world
%' loss his own soalt™ And
that volce awakened an echo In
full many s heart The mariyrs
made moro oconverts by their
deatha than in their lives. « Kil]
us, rack us, occndemn ue, grind
us to powder,” exclaims the g:e
pld Ohristian Apologist, “gur
numbers {ncrease in proportion es
you mow us down.,® Ths earth
was drunk with the blood of the
saints, but still they multipliad
and grow, glorionaly filustrating
the perennial trath  Sanguss mur
tyrum semen eoclesie. The blood
of the martyrs is the eeed of the
Church.
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TRANSPORTING S8HIPS BY
RAILWAY.

Tar world will soon know
whether or not lozdad ships can
be safely and profitably lifted ont
of thelrelemext and earried aoross
an isthmus upon a reilway
Veesels plying between the Gulf
of 8t Lawrecnce and tho ports
of our northesstern seaboard

Nova 8cotia. About three han.
dred miles would t» saved if
they could uses a cenal acroas the
parrow peck that comnects that
reningala with tho mainland of
New Brunswick Tt was onoce
proposed that a canal shonld be
made thers, but now & ship mit-
way s to be built on the lins of

S were naked got the victory, and they , heaven, and above the roar of the mob { knoweth them that are his.” . alrea
B that uniodgm were vmquiahed.":fell sweotly on the inner semes the| Tyeryisa record, traced ao high, , it will be carried an by an Bngliss com
g Stzong in tho smsurance of immorjamurance of eternal life. *No group,| That shall endure etarnally,, | pazy whose preeident fs Lord Bra
tality, they bade defiance to the sword. | indeed, of Occanides was there to con-| The angal standing by God'sthrens | bourne snd whose chief engincer is
: Though wesk in body they scemed |sole tho Ohristisn Prometheus; yet to mm“:#‘m “d‘g:”- | John Fowler, who built the London
B clothed with vicarions strength, and, his upturned eye countless angels wero specch LV Railroed Tt may be

. 4 B d in there depicted, .
% ccofidont that though ¢ counted s, visible—thelr anthem ewapt solsmnly, %ﬁ?,;,mma‘dm : that Osptain Eads will find by and by 1




