THE RESOURCES OF BRITISH COLUMNDBIA.

tenay Lake (British Columbin) and 1T should like to
meake i few audditional remarks on this topie, though
P afeid they will prove of o less satisfactory m.
ture than wight be wished, My time during my
stay on Kootenay Iake last year having beeun taken up
with ware urgent concerns coznected with sowe bunds
and mindng matters o baed not mueh leisure to devote
to the further investigation of thisiclithyological cur.
ivsity.

Towards the end of September and the-beginning
of October, we found that all the salmon 6f this spe-
cies we et showed sigms of spaciation, while their
sides aned Iaeks beaune diseoloredand stained. They
alsa wonhd aat bite so Treely. ad as we were toa great.
extent dependent apon onr eifles ad rods for the lar
der, we devotad onrselves in Octolier more to salmon
troni annd trout, The former, T may ineidently men.
tionn, gorot i3t Kewenay Iake o abont the s size as
the sadtmon, 7. o 25 el while the latter averaging
abont 2 T dubediit the ereeks amd the outlet of the
ke sl give wonderfully gond sport, 2 smaldl and
wennly salupos fly provinge the deelliest unoges untu-
tored tish. The Rootenay salmon appear to have re.
tained theivanadromons fnstinet, though thereare hat
ks emptving in Kootenay like sofficiently
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free of high falls to allow saimen 10 ascend them,

One. i Barggest of all the trilmtary erecks, called the
Jarde, lowing inte the ke ot the wmest northerly
preint, is said o be a fnvorite spawaing gronnd, In.
dizns reperting this streun to be almest o solid mass
of fishin Awgenst. The fuet thag they seonp them
out with shortdundled and mest primitive Lding
n-tse ceach fondly 1 owas told aking fn one day their
whele winter™s provision woall scan to hearont the
l'q'!mﬂw’ abusudanee,
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The Kentenay river, dena which at some time or
ather the pregenitors L these salmvi mast have come
and whici i were than T80 aniles longe sdoes not seem
to be Biked v them st lasic we did nol eatels
singtle salmon 3n it 1o the Iake they seem 1o prey
et small st tront snd trant, mere than lall the
fish we cgeht having small ones o them, some as
wuch us Whor and 120z, 30 weigdhit,

The Reastenay sahinon are, so faras 1 eguld judaes,
ideatically the samwe as the specie which, g hve
or $iN oliier varictivs, clieidy frequents the Calubia
L river.
saluoi.

1233 1o b oypesd tliat the Dotninion Government,
winder whese supervision the fisheries slso in British
Colmmbin are placed. will take prompi. measures o
prevent a pwssible extenmiantiong of these tine fisi in
Kewitenay fakie. Tor, alswet fmpeesible as 3t seems, |
bave 2o doathi, were simiiar vaedalism o e prerpe.
] 3 Wi Iake s hns admest anndhilaed the fish
i Lake Pend «Ograilles in Falin Territory, alwnt 2
hasndred wiles o the soutiy of 35 cven Kentenay Iake
wontld sulfer materialive hemgdi, Ivinge el sdecper
thma e Badter Iaken thie work of destruction would
take seaqnewhat bagrer,. 1 am velvrring here to the
gresteral ssv of wiand powder (dynanite). which warked
suel Tain o Pened FOreille. eaveringe acres of sur.
Fee with fine <alman trout, which hutthnee years ago
were thete a0 untobd suntbers,

For two und a1 ball years—i. e, Jduring the con-
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It is poularly kuown us the spring silver |

straetion of the Northern Pactfie railvoad, which vy
alonge the sheres of Pend d'Ovreille Luke for thivty or
forty miles-—some Faur thousand or five thousamd
navvies were employed on itz banks, giant powder be.
ing 2 commadity not only much msal by the contrae.
tors, bt also much stolen by the hands. A barbagie
warfare was soon inangurated by whites, Indizns, and
Chinamen, who were Jrgely emploved on this pail
way work, and soon peude the mostadept Saiant poa.
derers” findinge that they conld make very mneh Ing
ter wages groitgr ont into the midille of the leke ol
sinking a dynaunite cartridge and selling wagonload.
ful of their vietims at the rate of 10 cents (livepene)
fora 10 1h, or 151, salizen trout, than shovelling
cartl.

On story days the shores of this ke, it o fow
menths before buried in the densest aand most suliian
furest vegion in the United States. wonld e simp.y
heaped for mites with earenses of these izl that bl
not been seenred by the slmghterers. and driftad
ashore.  The sulwrixm-mlcm of the Pead dOreilie
division of thix line informed me Iast smamner e,
in two and bl vears no fower than sineteen of Lis
navvies were cither killed or lost s while gam.
]m\\‘clvl’ilxg sl tront in this Izke 2 faes whiel
shows to what exeess it was aced, and that by men
who were conversant with tie proper lx:mdliuguf!hia
dangrerons explosive. The hoped therefore, thet. Kot
uu:l.\: lake miay be preserved from s simdlar fate when
the construction of the proposed witway down the
ontlet of the Like will cammesiee, 15, in view of what
I have relateds at least a lediimate ane

- Whiie writingg ai Ameriess fisheny commission re

wirl Tewhies e containing @ nol wnintoresting e
connt of the take of sduen duringe the Jast cightoen
vears by the bous caploysd Iy the salimon scaer
jos™ (ul‘.p:u'kiu_-_: fonisis) established on the Lower
Columbin wear G meath of the gemtic river. L
shows not enly how quickly thic indostry has assa.
ed abmast wdymntic proprations, i lustrating the fieree.
Iv energetic western usur's apisinde for develvpong
2 tew Diaed ess bt alse whad st quantities of sk
won aseend the Colusnhine 1oy bt letter 1 staisd
that the anuual ke of salmen vasied beiween 5.
OO it B5.000.008 peonnnds, the figrures of the e
pors indicate that the eanneries aloene acconniced ias
vear for soume SN0 el (incinding e
waste) feavings unrecosded the vasd consumption iy
the thousands of Tadinus iving along the Columdn
andd its tribmtaries, and whe are afmoest entively e
pemient upon sthnon Tor thelir Townl,  woea] evidenee
collected by e during my Izst years visit to il
Colanbia shows apother and 3 Taal foture, 7, o, tisd
at the present. mite there widl, iu v very fow years. e
not 3 salimon, so to spezk, eft in the Columbia, s
usual the fronticrsmau is disconnting the futureas a
startlinge mtey What fias bappened with the T

Td the bulfale s now beiuge reprated with the i
me. W, AL BawsasGunuxsas,

Ix conseuence of rezoval of our estabdisinnesl
we lnve been delaved o few days in the publicniis
of this issne of the Risovnees llnving MOT Tenw,
and inezinsed facilifies al command, we can be e
prowp. Yrerenfter.




