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lcaving scarce standing rom for the
ol*iciatingý clergymen ani-i the representa-
tives of the City aut horities. 'lhle chiaplaili
prescrits the reliquary to the view of ail.
Two ampidflae or v'ials of glass, containeci
iii tis reliquary, anud distinctly visible
through its glass faces, are heid to ho the
irlentical glass vials into which a portion
of the blood of St. Januarius %v'as poured
at the time of his nîartyrdomn. They arc
of the oid Romlanl pattern and mat&ial.
One of dieni is long and narrow like a
miodern vial, yet not so even and syni.
nietrical.

'l'le other amlp;i//a or via] is of a differ-
cnt patterni. This a/upu//a contains a sub-
stance ordinarily liard and dark., %ith a red-
disli or purpule hue and filling ordinarily
tlîrcc-fourthis of the space wîiîn thie vial.
TheL substance is held to be a portion'of
tic l)lood of St. Januarius, still retaineci
in this viai in which it was original>'
l)laced on the i 9th of Septemibur, A...

'l'lie chaplain again turns toivards the
altar, recites soine prayers and hymins.
Nowv lie wipes the glass faces of the reli-
qUary, and examines the vials more
closely. Now lie presents the rcliquary
for the dloser scrtîtiny of those imniiie-
diately about him, or advances into the
body of the Cathedral that the less for-
tunate pesn ivithout the Sanctuary niay
also have an ol>lortunity of exaiîîiing
the reliquary and the cnclosed vials ; then,
a-ain lie asccnds the altar and lîrays.
Thus continue ai ternately tlic presentation
of thc reliquary to Uic scrutiny of tliose
present and the recitation of prayers and
psalins and liynitis, uintil the joyotis cry of
Niiraicolo ! Miracolo! announices that once
more thc biood of St. Januarius, hardenied
anci discolored by thic lapse of fiftecni
centuries, lias resunîied its crinison hue
and flows again as thotugli freshi fromn the
veins of theic martyr. Siniultaneously, tic
g'rand organ thunders forth, ten tliousand
voices catch up tic strain and swell Uic
sotind, ten thousand throats -ive vent to
one inigliy outburst of praise and thanks-
givi ng: Te .De;n /a,,damiis, te ]2oinmini
Col./fiteimiir, 'l'lie Cathcdral belis pcal
forth, and soon ail tlîe church belîs of
Naples blend tlîcir silverv voices to bear
the -lad tidings to the exp;ectant peasantry
of thc surrounding hills and vailcys.

Wh'len the liquefaction of tlie bloid of
'ýt. J anuarius first iianiifestted itself is
difficult to deterniine, but the niost proba-
bIe opinion points to tlîe elevenltll century.
i>revious to the vear JODO, St. janLlarius
was ranlced amiong the minor iatrons of
Naples, stiotty afterwards we 'find imi
raised to thie most clevated rank and
considered as tie cliief patron of the City.
.Sucli change %vould miot likely hiave taken
place, lîad not sonie special cause arisen,
an(l this cause, wve niay safely conIcLudeC in
the 11lîlt of la ter events, %vas no otlier than
the fact that during this period tic lique-
faction becamce known. Writers of Uie
141h century, miention the li(luefactioli as
an occurrence of alrea-dy ancitcnt origin.
I>urinc g the i 5th Century, notices of the
miracle hecamne miore frequent, until fînally,
after tlîe invention of printing, a îierfect.
flood of books and pamphlets treating of
the li(Juefaction lias been pourecl forth
fromi the pîress in cvery lagaeOf
E-lurope. S5ince 16-9, an ofificiai diary,
recording ve to tie mînutest details, tie
Varying plienoniena, of tlîe litjuefaction,
lias been kept in the Tesoro Chape),
while another of yet older date is to be
fou mîd in thie Arcliiepiscopal archiives.

Of course so great an occurrence lias
not faileci to pro\ oke adverse criticisi

amî riicue, ay evemi the chargTe of fraud
on the part of the clergy. Space does
niot piermit us to enumnerate, iiiuch les-,
to examine the inany " exposures and
explanations," whîicli have been connu itted
to paper. Suffice it here to glance brieflly
ait tlîis side of the question .HoNv is it
donc? Thîree soluttions on]>' are possi ble:

Eiter isth efectofsoie natural lawv
or combination of laws, or Uie result of
trickery on the part of the omfciatng
Clergyman, or final])' it is a miracie.

Is il tie effect of sorne î mîural iaw ?
Certaimîly not, since the liquefaction pre-
sents plienomiiena tlîat defy aIl attenipts to
reconcile theml witli this thcory. It is n-ot
a deliquescence, ixe., an absorptionl of
nîoisture froni tie suirromndiig atnio-
spherc, for the process of deliquescence
is a graduai one and invariabiy begins
froin Uic outsidc, whiic on the contrary,
thîls liquefactiomi of tie blood of St.
i anuarius, is frequently instantaneous, and
even Mhien gradua-I, is accominied by
phienomena entirely foreign to deliques.
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