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THE MAGISTRACY,

By a Corrcspondent qf_t.lxc Halifax « Times.”

Mcssas Evitors.—[ have been informed and
believe, that ot the hustings of one or two of
the late BElections in this Provinges, one of the
pledges put to the candidates wag—* Will you
do all 10 your power to extend the jurisdiction
of the Magistrates’ Court 1— And to which
pledge an answer in the afficmative bas been
gwven,  tie Cundidate thus answering could
searcely have given the subjeet serivus consi-
decation, otherwise hie would have come te a
very different conclusion.  Aadif the candidate
makiag that pronnse has been retarned as one
of the Representativos of the Pecple of ths
Province, us an humble ™aovacotian I would
sugaest to hun the necessity of weighing the
manter wellin s ymnd before be attempts to
advaeate or vote 1 the favour of such exten-
sion, T have travelled through different parts
of this Provance, wud frequently have I heaed
and seen thewjury nnd roin acerning from petty
Wtization. Iy many parts magistrates actually
mike a teade of that office, and subsist prinei-
ply on tts protits.  Gught such to be the case ?
—Mast assuredly not. Inaneghbouring Conn-
157, I have actually heard of one constable hav-
102 in lns possession ** for Levyne,” no less
than two-hundered BExeentions.  Now ouly at-
teipst to conceive for a mnment Messrs Bditors,
the vast range and extent of nnsery artsing
from such a state of things.

These tafling Excuttons are really *¢ Blood-
suckers ” to the poor, and affurd but hittle or no
benetit to any other person than the Magistrate
and the constable.  "The last sired of turaiture,
and 1 some mstances the Jast mouthfadof pro-
visions of the poor man, istaken to pay fees,
while the creditor is often oblized to whistle
for lus money. Nothing has a greater tenden-
ey to injure the country and afflict the poor,
than such paltry excenuons. 1 know more
districts thau one, i which many a poar fel-
Jow s afraud to veature beyood the threshold
ofhis own door, from the 1ortaring dicad of the
tapof the Bulff, and of being dragged away
from the bosom of his fannly, merely 1f posi-
Lle to estend that sorcow and suffering with
which he is already surrounded 5 and no man
can conceve the extent of such sorrow and
sufteriug, but he who has been an eye witness
of such an unhappy scene. I refer you to the
B uliff tor n desenipiion, and unless his heart is
too hardencd in the service, I feel sure that
both hi2 and yourselves would drop a tear for
those of your fellow creaturss as may have
been placed in such a trying sitation.

‘I'Ins subjeet is of vital importance 1o the
Country, and well worthy of consideration by
all who take an interest in its welfare. 'The
only diffi:ulty appears to be a3 tu the degree
of the change or adification, and the best
means of effecting improvement. it appears
to me that the most effectual method of pre-
venting Petty Lutigation, is the appointing as
Alagistrates men who are independent in cir-
cumstances, and men of integrity, whose ob-
juct is pot to make a trade of the office, bat to
discharge their impartant daties with firmuess,
fidelity, and benevolence. But as more or
Jess of persons of rather a ddierent stampare
{perhaps from necessity,) appointed, T would
certasnly condemn any extenston of Magisie-
rinl jars fiewon. Cheap Law I Cheap Law !
13 u cry very easly aroused, but not readly
stilled.  But it must not be forgotten, that the
sad evils of which this communication eom~
plans, arg causcd chuefly by the“ready nccess
afforded t03he hugious and quarrelsome.  If
Mugistrated were less ready to grant pro-
cess—if hasty and all-tempered sustors found
vhat heavier costs would follow an unjust pro-
secution, many would stay their hands before
abey igereascd” their risk. But mow a mun

quarsels with his neighbor about a peck of f1x-
seed or a bushel of grain, und sturts o' to 0
Mugistrato, who speedily fills up oue of his pile
of blunk writs, thinking the while that il lns
unfair charges nre exposed, nud lns suit lost,
that a promise to pay a few shillings will heal
all. In oae of these suits laely, foarteen per-
sous, (magistrates, parties, constable and wite
nesses,) lost a whole day's attendance—~the
cause was tried, and after all the plaotiff was
dvomed to pay instead of receiving, some six
or seven do'lars. Even now the office of a
wrading Magistrate 1s constanily o seene of Ii-
tigation day ufter day, and 1f therr jurisdiction
15 ouly increased, their offices will be crowdid
from moruing antid mght,  No person, lut bis
sitution or conduct 1n Lie be what it may, will
then be free from the never ending pest ofsuch
petty law-smts,  Teunnts, labourers, every oae
in share, while law s cheap, will fly off’ o the
Magistrate on the most trifling wecasions to
persecute the cunemy, and to vent their spleen
by extracting from his pucket perhaps pounds,
sinllings and pence,  And these victims of
cheap law or cheap justice, seldom «tup while
they have oue shulluyg left, although their fa-
milies may be made the wnocent suficrers ;—
only let the jurisdiction of the Magistrates’
Courtbo extended, and then we witl fiad every
man at law with lus neighbor—ilien cver)
man's hand will be raised against his neishbor.
No fuucied grievances sl be a'lowed 1o sinh
wio oblivion.  No petty debt would be cither
forgiven or forgotten, Itoperates as a whol-
some cheek on the spirit of htygation, that there
shoald be in law a dearness commonsurate
with the exigency which requires an appeal to
it—a dearaness, which, while it does not check
individunls in the pursuit of a real right, or
mpede them in giving satisfaction for an inju-
ry intlicted, 1s mueh more beneficial to socicty
than a cheapness wlich places it wulun the
reach of every vindicuve and reveugeful spirn.
The greatest practieal curse that ean be jn-
thicted on any country is the dispensing luw at
two chieap a rate,

Ambierst, Feb’y, 1837, B.

PICTOU ASRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Monday, i3th March, 1337~

At a Meeting, held in the Royal Ok this
evening, a Committee previausly apputnted to
draw up a series of Rules, reported 10 ordor,
the fullowing as the Rules and Regulstions of
the Sacietvs.

I. That the Suciety be called ¢ The Pictou
Agricultural Socicty.”

IL That the Society be uader the saperine
tendence of a President and Vice President:
that a T'reasurer and Seeretary be nppanted,
as also u standing Cummittee of Management,
consisting of five Menbers, wliose deliberat.ons
are to be conducted uuder the superintendauce
of a Chairman, to be chosen by and fioin among
themselves.

IHL Thatin the Llection, and removal from
office, of all the above Officers, the system of
boting by Ballot be adopted,

1V. That the akove Officers e appuinted
annually, except as regards the Committee of
Management, three of whose members only
shall he anoually renewed:”

V. That the Society shall meet nnnualiy, on
the fourth Wednesdny of December, to andit
the accounts, receitereports, and appoint Offi-
cers for the cnsuing yean

VI That the Committer of Managementsholl
meet quarterly at the least, to wiz, on the tlurd
Wednesdays of March, Juue, September, and
December, respectively, and it shall be their
duty to fix the place of the Aunual Meetiuae
of the Suciety, ngd regularly to uatify the sann .

VI. That every parson resident within the
the County of Picton, may Lecome a Member

of the Sucicty, upon paying annaally the sum
of Ten Shillings, the said sum 10 be paidin ad-
vance, nud that each Member subscribe the
fureguing und following Rules, in a Buok to he
kept under the direction of the Committee of
Management.

VL ‘Phat if uny Membor bo one year's
contrabutivn n arrear, his name shall be struck
off the Bonks, and that ue Member be entitled
o any ol the privileges of the Society while
urrvenr at all, .

IX. That the Commyttce of Management

‘mdoptthe most eflicient and active measures to

improve the Agniculture of the County, by the
introduction ot Stock, Seed, Implements of
Husbaudry, Books ad Papers on Hushandry,
by premiume und by all other proeticable waya
and means whatsoevery sand that in the em-
ploywment and disposal of the above mentioned
improvements, the Committee of Management
shall make such regulations as to mive u deci-
ded advantage to the Members of thns Society,
wishing to avail themsclves of them, over all
others whemsouever,

X. T'hat the Committee of Management shali
ofler 119 hounties or premivms on Agricuiture,
in any of its departments,-without first submit-
ting the scheme of the same to a general Meet.
ing, and obtamning its npproval.

XL That the Comumitiee of Management
shall, at ench genernl Meeting, report to the
Bociety a mioute and detailed nccovnt of their
preceedings, and the general state of the Su-
ciety, which report shall be entered in the
Boaks of the Seeretary, und regulurly publish-
ed for the information and beuvetit of the public.
X1, Thatthe Committee of Manngement
shall endl a special Meeiing of be Socjety,
whenever they mpy deem it necessary or expe-
dient 10 do so.

. Abrom Patterson in the Chair.  ‘The follow.
ing Resolutions werethen passed by the Mect~
ing:—

. That the foregoing rules be adopted by
the Socicty, and be forthwith published and
circuluted throuch tige County, and that all
persuns tnhing ao interest in its Agriculture,
be wvited to join the Suciety, subject to same.

2, That the Sacicty mect on the evening of
Wednesday, the 23d March, instaut, at seven
o’clock, precisely, to elect Office Bearers un-
der the furegoing 1lules, to serve until the 4th
Weduesduy of December next, and that notice
of the said Meeting be given i the Beg.

3 That a Bouk be provided, 10 be kept by
the Sceretary when appointed, and.that Mem-
bers subsigilic the Rules when entered therein,

4, That no alteration, amendment, or adde
tion be made, of, or tu the foregoing Rules,
ezcept at least two thirds of the Members pre-
suntat a Meeting of the Society shall vote for
the same,

5. That Messrs. James Dawson, Daniel
Huckin, and Martin J. Wilkins, be requested
t prepare n memorial tothe Legislatore, pray-
g aid to the Suciely, te be submitted to the
uext general Meeling,

1IMPORTED,

In the Brig Syuirrel, from New York,and for
Salc by the Subscriber .
ROWLAND'S PHILADELPHIA BLEST
MILL-SAY PLATES, 6 & 6 fi
Da. Do. Circular Suws, of u new and superor

cunstruction.
ALSO:

Blachsniths' BELLOWS, ANVIL.S& VICES
Carron STOVES, 2} and 3 ft lengths.
IRON, wel} assorted.

Stave Salt in haas; Pots and Qvens, useful

g zvs; Lurge Pots, 20 to 35 g Hons ench.
GEO. SMI1T1l.

December 20, 1836 c-m



