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LITERATURE.

Geocerary: by C.W.Larison, M. D.. part [.,
the Orient, 12mo, pp. 208. Fonic Pub-
lishing Hous, Ringos, N.J. Price, 75 c.

Besides primers and erly reading books
for teaching to read by pronouncing meth-
ods, a want is felt for text-books in the
elementary subjects—in none more than
in geografy in which pronunciation of the
names ot places forms a stumbling blok,
When an ordinary treatis on geog tries to
giv ortheepy of proper names it as a rule
leavs both pupil and tutor wors confound
ed than before. This is due to atempting
to denote pronunciation by old 5.vowel
alfab-et to which it is holly inadejuat We
supoz considerations like the above hav
indust Dr L., who is prineipal of Academy
of Sience und Art at Ringos N.J., and
fermerly pprofesor ot Natural Sience in the
universitv at Lewisburg, Pa., to produce
this volume, which is wel printed on ex-
calent paper. Not only ar the names of
places givn in pronouncing orthografy.
but the book is printed thruout in an al-
iabet with 13 vowel signs, thus:

Boundd ageecll ®6 O U U U
azin art ataleelieclit! or ox no up put do
A pupil, then, while ostensibly lerning
geografy, is lerning pronunciation or els
i3 having mispronunciation corrected and
that without any necesary supervision by
the tutor— two birds Jild with one stone.
1t is a carefu} synopeis of geografy having
these advantages superaded and suplies a
want long felt by all educators. We wish
for a litl more care in expunging printers’
erors and that some more or les acnoleyd
standard in orthoepy had been folod. A
general adherence to Websier apears im

plied, but personal preferences crop out.
We hope thesecond part, which is to dcal
with western hemisfere, and & second ed

ition of the first, wil lak these defects. [n
orthoepy, as 1n astronommny, ther must be
elimination of the personal equation. De-
pertures from an accepted standard shud
be made on wel defined and generaly ap-
proved principls. On page 152 we read:

The Plen ov Huy'gary, er
ov the Upper Dan’ypb, iz rolliy,
wel woterd and fertil; the Plen
ov Bohe'mida, drend by thé Elb,
iz wel drend and fertil; the Plen
ov Galish’ia, drend by the
Dnes'ter, iz rich in quality ev
seil.

The observant reader wil notice that ¢
is givn as vowel in Z/¢; that a singl sign is
used for ng; that singl type digrafs arused;
that in soil «i is used where ©i wud be
expected, that a is frequently found; that
ther is great similarity between the above
alfabet and that of Vickioy's Matthew as
givn page 60, as also ours to denote pro-
nunciation with secondary resemblance
to that of Knudsen —harbinger of ultimat
acord; that y markt long or short is used
a8 alternativ for v. in i/l or isle respectivly.
The comma under ¢ is employd to denote
sound s, &8 also doted ¢ to denote a soft
g or j sound (after Web.ter). Exampls,
rec. civil, denger, geografy
Suchmarkt letrs make greater resemblans
to present shapes of words. Whether use
of such is desirabl is aa opeun question.

Tae TexTiNG ScaooL: a Description of the
Tours taken and Field-Work done by
Clas in Geografy in Academy of Sience
and Art at Ringos, N. J., durieg 1882,
by C.W.Larison, M. D. [2mo pp. 292,
Ringos, N. J. 1883. Price 75 cents.
This book pubiisht by its author,while

interesting for its matr descriptiv of New
Jersy, is to us stil more so becaus printed
in old speling 1n a system of diacritics—
Websterian marks nearly. Some five or
six years ago Mr C. P. Simpson of Leam-
ington, Ont., publisht a like system. Dr
L. apears to hav abandord his for that in
his Geografy - a great advance in our opin-
iou. It thus marks a stage of develop~
ment. Markt letrs stil used by him ar
rudiments of this erly stage. With a litl
farther advance he wil avout ‘“hit it.’

O U G H.
*Tis not an easy thing to show
How o u g h sounds, since though
An Irish tough and English slough
And cough and hiccough, ali alow,
Difer as much as tough and through
Ther seexas no reason why they do.

Mr C. H. Augs rites from Boston to Jur.
Am. Orthoepy: “That evry sylabl contains
a vowel canot be sustaind except by quib-
ling 1 definition of a consonant, becaus
all continuant consonants wud hav to
be calld vowels to establish such a law.
The liquids and nasals {{, 7, m, n, ng Jar
continuants, i. e. their proper sound can
be prolongd indefinitly without e vowel.
Hence apy one of them can make & sylabl
by itself after a mute.”” This agrees with
Phyfe's statement on page 28, and with
Prof. Skeat's on page 60.



